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Monthly newsletter of the Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation.
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FR. ANDREW’S MESSAGE

My beloved brethren in Christ,

As we are still at the threshold of this new calendar year, I wanted to take some time to answer an interesting question.
A question that I didn’t think I would ever need to answer ... a question whose answer just may make some feel a little
uncomfortable. I hope that isn’t the case, and if it is, let me apologize up front ... it is not my intention to cause anyone
any discomfort.

The question I am referring to is “What does it mean to be a member of the Church?” Actually, this question has two
parts ... “What does it mean to be a member of the Church (in general terms)?” and “What does it mean to be a
member of a parish (more specific)?”

To be considered a member of the Orthodox Church in general terms, one must be baptized and chrismated into the
faith. For many of us, that happened when we were really young, without either our knowledge or consent. For
others, this happened later in life, after a period of preparation, learning, examination of one’s spiritual condition and
finally, making the decision to become a part of this faith. Regardless of how one enters into the Orthodox Christian
faith, after coming into it sacramentally, one must also continue to live their lives to the best of their ability in
accordance with the teachings of the Church., making the necessary changes and adjustments along the way when
things get a little (or a lot) off track.

In order to be a member of a parish, which is a localized concentration of Orthodox Christian faithful in the same
general geographic area, one must commit to supporting the work of that local parish using their time, their talents
and their treasure. To be a member of a parish, one must actually be a part of that community. They must live in it,
worship in it, pray in it, work in it, and yes, support it financially in order for that community to be able to continue.
The parish does not exist simply to provide services to it's members when the need arises (a wedding, a baptism, a
funeral, etc.), but should exist at the very center, the very heart and soul of the people who make up that community.
In other words, the Church should be, as is her head, our Lord Jesus Christ, “in all places, fulfilling all things.” The
Church should never be an afterthought, but at the heart of every thought.

Every adult member of any parish should be supporting the work of the community they belong to in every way they
can. Every adult member should be a good steward of their spiritual home by giving of themselves wholeheartedly
and with great joy to support their parish, and be a good example for the future generations to follow when they come
into adulthood. We must never forget the words of St. Paul, “He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he
who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or
of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.” - 2 Corinthians 9:6-7

The Church is here for us, celebrating our great joys and triumphs, and also comforting us during our greatest sorrows
and challenges. She is here for each and every one of us always and forever ... and we should all be here for her as
well. As we progress further into this new year, let us all renew our commitment to our Lord and to His Body, the
Church, by living out our Orthodox Christian lives to the best of our abilities, and by always, without question or
hesitation, be cheerful and devoted supporters of our home parish, so that she can continue her work of bringing souls
to Christ for many generations to come.

I remain Your humble and unworthy servant in Christ,

 Arvclvcaw
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ON THE COVER

This holy Father, who was from Melitene of Armenia, was a blameless man, just, reverent, sincere, and most gentle.
Consecrated Bishop of Sebastia in 357, he was later banished from his throne and departed for Beroea of Syria (this is
the present-day Aleppo). After the Arian bishop of Antioch had been deposed, the Orthodox and the Arians each
strove to have a man of like mind with themselves become the next Bishop of Antioch. Meletius was highly esteemed
by all, and since the Arians believed him to share their own opinion, they had him raised to the throne of Antioch. As
soon as he had taken the helm of the Church of Antioch, however, he began preaching the Son's consubstantiality
with the Father. At this, the archdeacon, an Arian, put his hand over the bishop's mouth; Meletius then extended
three fingers towards the people, closed them, and extended one only, showing by signs the equality and unity of the
Trinity. The embarrassed archdeacon then seized his hand, but released his mouth, and Meletius spoke out even more
forcibly in defense of the Council of Nicaea. Shortly after, he was banished by the Arian Emperor Constantius, son of
Saint Constantine the Great. After the passage of time, he was recalled to his throne, but was banished again the third
time by Valens. It was Saint Meletius who ordained Saint John Chrysostom reader and deacon in Antioch (see Nov.
13). He lived until the Second Ecumenical Council in 381 (which was convoked against Macedonius, Patriarch of
Constantinople, the enemy of the Holy Spirit), over which he presided, being held in great honor as a zealot of the
Faith and a venerable elder hierarch.

Some time before, when the Emperor Gratian had made the Spanish General Theodosius commander-in-chief of his
armies in the war against the barbarians, Theodosius had a dream in which he saw Meletius, whom he had never met,
putting upon him the imperial robe and crown. Because of Theodosius's victories, Gratian made him Emperor of the
East in Valens' stead in 379. When, as Emperor, Saint Theodosius the Great convoked the Second Ecumenical Council
in Constantinople two years later, he forbade that anyone should tell him who Meletius was; and as soon as he saw
him, he recognized him, ran to him with joy, embraced him before all the other bishops, and told him of his dream.

While at the Council, Saint Meletius fell ill and reposed a short while after. Saint Gregory of Nyssa, among others,
gave a moving oration at his funeral; bewailing the loss of him whom all loved as a father, he said, "Where is that
sweet serenity of his eyes? Where that bright smile upon his lips? Where that kind right hand, with fingers
outstretched to accompany the benediction of the mouth?" (PG 46:8-6). And he lamented, "Our Elias has been caught
up, and no Elisseus is left behind in his place." (ibid., 860). The holy relics of Saint Meletius were returned to Antioch
and were buried beside Saint Babylas the Martyr (see Sept. 4), in the Church dedicated to the Martyr which Meletius,
in his zeal for the Martyr's glory, had helped build with his own hands.

THE VOICE OF OUR FAITH

PATIENT PREPARATION—DCN. THOMAS SHELLEY

I had long considered my journey into Greek Orthodoxy to have begun on January 30, 2010, when I first tepidly
visited this community on the Feast of the Three Hierarchs; but that recollection was mistaken by about two and a
half months.

Truth be told, the real first beginning occurred on the 17th and 18th of the preceding year when I attended the Funeral
of Judge Emeritus Emmanuel “Mike” Cassimidis. On the 17thI had stopped by the church as a quasi official
“emmisary” of the York County law enforcement and Judiciary communities to inquire about the services:
Specifically, concerning language(s) ; and Eucharist.

Dr. Kirk Pandelidis of blessed Memory was in the office at the time of my arrival, and he assured me that the service
would be “50/50...Greek and English” and that there would be no Eucharist, thus alleviating most of the concerns of
those who had sent me.

On the day of the service I arrived early; and, much to my surprise, was offered a bilingual service book which
enabled me to be introduced for the first time to the stirring Funeral Hymns of St. John of Damascus. I can recall

P — — — ————— ———————————————————————— —— —— ——— —
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sitting on the “Psalti” side, aligned with the miniature Icon of the Resurrectional appearance to my namesake, St.
Thomas, overwhelmed by what Presvytera Fredericka Matthews-Green accurately describes as “assault upon all of
your senses”.

Fast forward to January of this year, when most unexpectedly I found myself as the sole occupant of the Psalti which,
fourteen-plus years ago was the domain of our Protopsalti and Dr. Kirk. And now it was my responsibility alone to
impart the great wisdom of those hymns authored twelve centuries ago in my native tongue.

“How shall I, who am unworthy, enter into the splendor of Your saints?”

Only by patient preparation....and how appropriate that this occurred at the Funeral of Voula (Paraskevi) Katz whose
name means “preparation”.

I am profoundly thankful for all those whose patience have brought me to this juncture; most especially to Fr. Elias
“The Voice” Bitar of Blessed Memory who warned me and my classmates at the Antiochian House of Studies that
“many a great voice has been ruined by a greater ego” and our own Athansios “Tom” Rontiris also of Blessed
Memory.

In November of 2009 I could not have conceived that some day I would--alone--be chanting a Funeral in this blessed
community much less extending a Deacon’s Orarion to summon our prayers for the faithfully departed.

Thanks be to God who expands our horizons and enable us to see beyond the shadows!

In the shadow and the letter of the Law, we the faithful perceive the decree:
Consecrate to God every male, the first-born opening the womb.

Now the unoriginate Father's first-born Logos and Son

is also first-born of a virgin Mother, and we magnify Him.

THE MEETING OF THE LORD—FR. THOMAS HOPKO

Forty days after Christ was born He was presented to God in the Jerusalem Temple according to the Mosaic Law. At
this time as well His mother Mary underwent the ritual purification and offered the sacrifices as prescribed in the Law.
Thus, forty days after Christmas, on the second of February, the Church celebrates the feast of the presentation called
the Meeting (or Presentation or Reception) of the Lord.

The meeting of Christ by the elder Simeon and the prophetess Anna (Lk 2.22-36) is the main event of the feast of
Christ’s presentation in the Temple. It was “revealed to Simeon by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before
he had seen the Lord’s Christ” (Lk 2.26) and, inspired by the same Spirit, he came to the Temple where he met the new
-born Messiah, took Him in his arms and said the words which are now chanted each evening at the end of the
Orthodox Vespers service:

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word; for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation which Thou
hast prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for the revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to Thy people Israel (Lk 2.29-
32).

At this time as well Simeon predicted that Jesus would be the “sign which is spoken against” and that He would cause
“the fall and the rising of many in Israel.” He also foretold Mary’s sufferings because of her son (Luke 22.34-35). Anna

also was present and, giving thanks to God “she spoke of Jesus to all who were looking for the redemption of
Jerusalem” (Lk 2.38).

In the service of the feast of the Meeting of the Lord, the fact emphasized is that Christ, the Son and Word of God
through Whom the world was created, now is held as an infant in Simeon’s hands; this same Son of God, the Giver of
the Law, now Himself fulfills the Law, carried in arms as a human child.

Receive him, O Simeon, whom Moses on Mount Sinai beheld in the darkness as the Giver of the Law. Receive him as a babe now
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obeying the Law. For he it is of whom the Law and the Prophets have spoken, incarnate for our sake and saving mankind. Come
let us adore him!

Let the door of heaven open today, for the Eternal Word of the Father, without giving up his divinity, has been incarnate of the
Virgin in time. And as a babe of forty days he is voluntarily brought by his mother to the Temple, according to the Law. And the
elder Simeon takes him in his arms and cries out: Lord now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen Thy
salvation, O Lord, who has come to save the human race—glory to Thee! (Vespers Verses of the Feast).

The Vespers and Matins of the feast of the Meeting of the Lord are filled with hymns on this theme. The Divine
Liturgy is celebrated with the lines from the canticle of Mary forming the prokeimenon and the words of Simeon
being the verses for the Alleluia. The gospel readings tell of the meeting, while the Old Testament readings at Vespers
refer to the Law of the purification in Leviticus, the vision of Isaiah in the Temple of the Thrice-Holy Lord, and the gift
of faith to the Egyptians prophesied by Isaiah when the light of the Lord shall be a “revelation to the Gentiles” (Lk
2.32).

The celebration of the Meeting of the Lord in the church is not merely a historical commemoration. Inspired by the
same Holy Spirit as Simeon, and led by the same Spirit into the Church of the Messiah, the members of the Church
also can claim their own “meeting” with the Lord, and so also can witness that they too can “depart in peace” since
their eyes have seen the salvation of God in the person of his Christ.

H KAIMAE
MHNHMA TOY IIP. ANAPEA ...

Avyarmuévot pov adeAgot ev XoLotw,

Kabwc Polokopaocte akdun oto katw@Al avtov touv véov €touvg, 1N0eAa va agplepwow Alyo xo0vo ywx va
ATAVTIOW O€ U EVOLAPEQOVOR £0WTNOT). M £0cdtnom 1oL dev Ttioteva OTL Ot XoetalOTAV TMOTE VA AMAVTNOW. ..
Ll €QTNOT TNG OTIOAG 1) ATIAVTNOT) UTTOQEL VA KAVEL KATIOLOVG Vot aloBdvovtat Atyo BoAa. EAmiCw va unv etva
€101, KAt av elva, eTutEéPte pHov va (NTNow OUY YV €K TWV TTIOTEQWV ... DeV elvat mEOBeon] HOL VA TIEOKAAEOW
o€ Kavévav omoladnmoTe eVOXANoT).

To eowmua oto omolo avagégopat etvat «Tt onuaiver va etoal péAog g ExkAnoiag;» Ztnv moaypatkotnta,
avt 1 eowtnom €xet dLo péEN... «TL onuaiver va eloat puéAog te ExkAnoiag (oe yevikés yoappéc),» xat «Tt
onuatvel va eloat HEAOS HLAG EVOQLAG (TILO OUYKEKQLUEVA);»

INa va OewonBel kamowog péAog e OpB0doénc ExkAnolag oe yevikég yoapués, meémel va Panmtiotel kat vo
xowtel oty miotn. ' moAAoVUS amd epde, avtd ovvéPn otav Nuaotav oe oAV ukEr) NAucia, Xwolg va to
YvwoiCovue ovTe Kat pe v ovykatdBeor) pac. ' dAAovg, avtd ovvéPn apyotepa otn Cwr), HETA ATo ML
ntelodo mpoeToluaoiag, Habnong, e£4Taong NG MVEVHATIKNG TOL KATAOTAONG Kat, TEA0S, ANYPNG NG amdpaong
Vo aomaotel auTrv ) tiotrn). AveEdotnTa atd To TG eloépyetal kaveic otnv Op06doEn Xolotiavikr) miotn, agov
eloéA0eL oe AUV HVOTNOXKA, TEETTEL eTtloNG Va ouveyloel va et tn Cwr) TOL OTO PEYLOTO TWV dUVATOTI|TWY TOL
obupwva pe Tig dwaokalies g ExkAnolag, kdvovtag tic anagaitntes aAdayég kat TQOOCAQUOYES 0TV TOQE X
otav Tt MEAypata EeeVyovv Atyo (1] TTOAD).

INa va etvat kamolog péAog g evoplag, mov eival pia Toriky) ovykévtowor OpBodofwv XQoTavwy moTwy
OTNV DX YEVIKI] YEQYQAPLKT] TTEQLOXT), TIRETIEL VA DEOUEVTEL VA VTIOOTNQLEEL TO £Q0Y0 AVTIS TNG TOTUKNG €VOQLAG
XONOLHOTIOLWVTAS TOV XQOVO, T TAAéVTa Kat Ttov Onoavo touve. ' va etvat KATO0g HEAOG LG evoRLag, TOETEL
MEAYHATIKA va elvat péAog avtrg g kowotntac. Ilpémet va Covv o auvtr), va Aatgevouvv O avt), va
TEOOEVXOVTAL O€ AUTH), Vot €QYALOVTIAL O AUTH] KAL VAL V& TV LTTO0TNEILOLV OLKOVOULKA YLX VOt ITTOQETEL QLTI )
kowotnta va ovvexioet. H evopla dev vmtagxet anAwg yix va maéxel vmnoeoteg ota pHéAN NG Otav maQaoTel
avaykn (Yapog, Bamtion), kndeiax k.AT.), aAA& O mEémel vat VTTARX EL OTO KEVTQO, TNV DX TNV KA KaL TNV PuxT)
Twv avlownwyv mov TNV anoteAovv. Me dAAa Adyi, 11 EkkAnoia moémet va etval, 0mwe Kat 1) ke@aAr] tng, o
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Kvpoc pag Inootg Xpotde, «mavtaxov mapwv kat ta mavta Anowv». H ExkkAnola dev mpémet moté va etvat ex
TV VOTEQWV OKEPT, AAAL 0TIV KaEdLX kAOe oréYmg.

Kda0e eviiAuco péAog omowxodrmote evopiag Oa meémel va vtooTnEILeL TO QYO TNG KOLVOTNTAS OTNV OTolat arviKeL
pe ka0e tpdmo. KaBe eviiAiko péAog moémet va eivat kKaAdg 0KOVOHOG TOL TVELUATIKOV TOL OTITIOV divOVTag TOV
EQVTO TOVL OAOPLYA KAL HE HEYAAT XAXQA Yot va OTNELEeL TNV evoplar TOL KAl va elvat KAAO TTAQADELYHA YL TIS
pneAAovtikég yeviég mov Oa akoAovOrjoovv otav evnAtkiwOovv. Iloté dev mpémel va Eexvdpe ta Aoy tov Ayiov
ITavAov, «6 oTelpwV PeWOHEVLS PeDOUEVWS Kal Beploel, kal 0 omelpwv €T eVAoYiaS €' eDAOYIAIS Kal OeploeL.
éxaotog kabwe TEoaelTal T kaEdia, U &k AVTNG 1) €& avaykng: LAagov yag dotnv dyana 6 Oeoc». - B
Koouw6iovg 9:6-7

H ExkAnola etvat €dd yix eHAS, YI0QTALEL TIG HEYAAES pHAS XAQES Kat OQLAMPBOUS, Kal ETHONG HAG TIAQTYOQEL OTIC
peyaAvtepeg OAelc kat mpokAnoelg pac. Etvat edw v tov kabéva pag yua mavta... kat meémet va elpaote 6Aot
e0w Yl ekeltvn emiong. Kabwg mpoxwodpe mepattéow oe auto 0 VEO €T0G, AG AVAVEWOOLUE OAOL LaG T DéoHELOT)
Hag otov Kvpid pag kat oto Xapa Tov, v ExkAnola, Cwvtag v Op00doén Xowotiaviky pag Cwr) 0to péyoto
TWV dUVATOTITWV HAG, KAl TAVTAR, XwEIC ap@BoAia 1)1 dotaypo, va elpaote eVOLHOL Kal APOOIWHEVOL
VTIOOTNQLKTEG TNG TOTIKNG MAG £VORLAS, wOTe Vo ovvexioeL To €0Y0 TG va @épet PuxXEG 0Tov XQLOTO Y TTOAAEG
ETIOUEVEG YEVIEG.

IMapapévw o Tamevog oag dLdKovog ev XQLoTw,

FAvdpéac

AT. MEAETIOX O ANTIOXEIAY —12 PEBPOYAPIOY

O Ayoc MeAétiog yevvnOnke mept to 310 w.X. otnv MeAttnvr) e Mupdac Appeviac. H
HaQTLOl TTEQL TNG TRWTNG EUPAVITEWS TOV OTO TIEOOKNVIO TNG LOTORLAS, Alyo peTd TO
étoc 357 p.X., TOV KATadEIKVVEL WG AVTIMAAO TV alReTikwy OUOLOLOIAVEOV KAl OTtadO
tov Emokomnov Kawoapeiag e IaAaiotivng Axakiov, o omoiog dix Lvvoédov, to étog |
358 w.X., exAéyet tov Ayio MeAétio we Emiorkomno LePaoteiag. Adyw OUws TG 0QodOAS \ '
avTIdQATEWS TV OMAdMV TOv TEoNyovuévov Emokémov Lefaoteiag Evotabiov, |
niapatteltat Ko petaPaiver otn Bégowx g Xvplac. To 360 p.X. ekAéyetar ITatoudoxng
Avtoxeiag, petate0évtog tov Ilatoidoyxov Evdoliov otov matouagyxukd Opovo tng
KowvotavtivovnoAews. Otav o Ayiog épbace otnv Avtidxewa, 0AoL oL otol Byrkav
OTOVG dQOUOUVE, Yl va Tov vrtodexOovv Kat va AdfBouvv Tnv evAoyia tov. Xt véx Tov
Opwg €dpa 0 aylog MeAétiog mapépeve éva pOvo unva, agov ol aetikol Agelavol
émeloav tov avtokpatooa Kwvotdavtio (337 - 361 p.X.) va tov e€oploet otnv Agpevia ko
va ekAéEet ot O€on tov Tov maAatd ovveQydtr tov Ageiov EvCwio. Ta 000600&a pooviipata tov Aylov, we Ko 1
e£0plar TOL KAL 1] AVTIKATAOTAON TOU, CLVETEAETAV OTN ONULIOLOYIX HEYAANG TAQATALEWS TWV OTIAdWYV TOV, TOL
ovouaoOnrav «MeAetiavor». O ayog Iwdvvng o Xovoodotopog efaipet Ta anoteAéopata TG eMDQACEWS TOL
aylov MeAetiov otoug Tiotovg g Avtioxelag oe 1000 Atyo Xeoviko duxotnua. Kat avagépel xapaktnolotucd ot
0 dylog MeAétiog e0epeAlwoe T000 kat evéBade tétolo (Ao yix v Ttiotn otovg XELoTavous, WoTe, TR TIG
QAUQETIKES DOEATIES KAL TIG DVOKOALEG TTOL AVTIUETWTUOAV AQYOTEQR, 1) dATKAAIX Tov TTxpéeve aoelotn. Emtiong,
0 LEQOG XQUOOOTOHOG duyeltal o akOAOVOO ETTELTODLO, TO OTTOIO TLVEPT KATA TNV ATOUAKQLVOT TOL AYIlOL amod
TV AVTIOXELX: O DLOKNTNG NG TTOAEWS 001 YOUOE £€Ew amo TNV AVTIOXElx He apaia tov Aylo, Y va tov Béoel
otov dpodpo g efopiag. Ta MANON Twv 000000EwWV O emANCOPOEONKAV Kat apéows étpeEav, yia va Cntrjoovv
™V evxn Tov. Xt Oéa OUWS TOL dLOKNTOV TOOO TMOAD ayavAKTINoav ywx tv ddikn efopia tov Ayiov, wote
aoxwoav va AtbooAovv Tov avTimEOowTo ToL aLTOKEATOE0S. Kat tdte 0 Aylog MeAétiog, emetdr) dev umogovoe va
EUTTODITEL e AOYIX TV TIAQAPOEA TOL AoV, E0NKWONKE KAL ETQOOTATEVOE LLE TO CWHA TOL TO JLWKTN TOU.

HeeTIon

108 AN 4014
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H efopla Tov Ayiov eteguatioOnke otic agxés tov étouvg 362 p.X. dlx TOL DATAYHUATOS TOV VEOU XUTOKQATOQOG
IovAlxvov tov TagaBatov (361 - 363 w.X.) mepl Oonokevtikr)c eAevOeging OAwv Twv vmNkoéwv. O Ayiog
e€oplobnre kat mMaAL v avolen tov 365 p.X. kat to 371 p.X. ano tov avtokpdtooa OvdAn (364 - 378 w.X.) otnv
nteglox1) I'Mraoa g Agueviag, kovtd ota ovvopa g Kanmadoxiag, kat eixe ovxvny emagn kat emkowvwvia pe
tov Méya BaoiAew. EmaviAOe omv Avtidxewx to étoc 379 pX. Apéows ovvekdAeoe LUvodo, 11 omoia
OHOAOYOVOE TNV TUOTH OTIC ATtOPATELS TG A" Otkovpe VKNG ZLVOdOL KAl KATEdKATE OAES TIG AETELS.

Ortav o avtokpdtopac Oeoddoiog 0 Méyag (379 - 395 p.X.) ovvekdAeoe otnv KwvotavtivovrtoAn to 381 w.X. ) B’
Owovpevikry Zovodo, o Ayiog MeAétiog ekAnOnie va AdPet pépog otn LHvodo kot HAALOTA WG TEOEdQOG AVTNC.
Avotuxwe, o Aylog exolur)Onre Adoyw aobeveiag, mowv oAokAnowbovv ot egyacieg g Xuvvodov. Lnv kndeia
OUHHETELYE KOL O AUTOKQATOQAG, TOV O€ TUKNDEL0 eEe@wvnoe o Aylog I'onyodotog o Nvoorg, o omolog opiAnoe yix
Tov amop@aviouod s ExkAnoiag tg Avtioxeiag, g Zuvodov kat 0AOKANENG TS AvaTtoAng, Y TNy YAvkOT) QX
KaL TNV vtopovr) Tov Ayiov MeAetiov, wg Kal yla Toug dlwYHoUS Tovg omolovg vtéoT).

To 1epd Aetpavo tov petapépbnke apyotepa pe peYAAN MOUT) 0TV AVTIOXELX KL eVATeTEON OTOV TAPO TOL
Ayiov Maptvog BapvAa, Emtilokonov Avtioxeiag, 0tov opwvupo vao.

TI EINAI H YITAITANTH TOY XPIXTOY; -EKKLISTAONLINE.GR

kaOaplopov and tov tokeTd, rjye oto Nao g IlegovoaAnu palt pe tov Ioone, yiax va
exteAeo0el N TVTIKY] APLEQWOT] Tov PBEéPovg 0To BOed KATA TO «TIAV AQOEV dlxvoiyov
untoav (dnAadn mowtdtoko) dyov tw Kuvplw kAnOnoetawr kat yix va mooo@égouvv
Buoia, mov amoteAovvtav ano éva CevyAL TOLYOVIA 1] DVO HLKOA& TTEQLOTEQLA.

Kata ) petaPaon avtr), d¢xOnie tov Inoov omnv aykaAid tov o vmepnAtkag Zvpewv.
Avt6 T0 Yeyovog amoteAel AAAN px amtddeln ot o Koplog Inoove Xowotog dev Abe va
Katagynoet tov Mwoaiké vopo, omwe oxvoilovtav ot vmokoitéc Paploaior Kot
TFoapparteic, aAA& va Tov OUUTTATQWOEL VX TOV TEAELOTOW|OEL.

Kata v oAovukrtia e Yranavtic otnv KwvotavtivovmoAn, ot factdeic ovvrOwlav
va mapevptorovtal 0to Nao twv BAaxeovav. H ovviifewax avtr] eEaroAovOnoe péxot téAovg g Pulavtiviig
QAVTOKQATOQIAG.

AmoAvtikio Ynanavrrg

Xaipe kexaottwuévn Oeotdke [apbéve- ex oov yap avétetdev o HAlog tng
dkatoovvng, Xototog 0 ®eoc UV, pwTtiCwv touvg ev okdtel. Evpoalvou kat ov
[ToeoPUta dikate, DeEAEVOS €V AYKAAALS, TOV EAEVOEQWTIV TWV YUYWV TUWYV,
XaQLLOPEVOV ULV, Kat TV AvAoTtaoty.

Kovtaxkio Ynanavtng

O untoav maBeVvikNV aylkoag Tw TOKw 0ov, Kal Xelpag Tov Lupuewv eVAOYRoag
ws émpeme, MEoPOAoac katL vuv éowoag NUAGS, Xototé o @edc. AAA” elprjvevoov
€V TIOAEUOLS TO TMOALTELHA, KAl KQaTalwoov BadiAels, oug yamnoag, o Hovog eAdvOowrnoc.

Zoupwva pe 10 Mwoaikd vopo, 1 Ilapgbévoc Mapla, agpob cvumAnpwoe 1o XEOVO
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YIIOMONH IIPOETOIMAZXIA —AIAKOYX ©QMAY. SHELLEY

Amtd koo Bewpovoa ot to Ta&dL pov oty Opbodolia eixe Eexvroet otig 30 Iavovapiov 2010, dtav emioképTnra
Yot TEWTI POQA& avTr) TNV Koot Ta 0T Yoot Twv Towwv Iegapxwv. AAAG avt) ) avapvnon 1tav AcBog katd
dLOULOL UT|VES TTeRLTIOL.

[Na va mw v aAnbewr, N moaypatiky] mewtn aQx1 éywve otg 17 xkat 18 tov moonyovuevov étovg, otav
naEevEEONKa otV kNdela Tov opodTipov dikaott| EppavounA Kaoowudn. Xtig 17 elxa mepdoel amo tnv ekkAnoia
WG OXedOV ETIONUOG «TRECPEVTIIC» TWV KOWOTNTWV ETUPBOANG TOU VOUOU KAl TOU OKAOTIKOU OWHATOS TNG
kopnteiag York yix va owtow yia TG TeAeTéC: LUYKEKQIUEVA, OXETIKA He TN YAwooa(eg), kat v Ocia
Evxaplotia.

O aeipvnotoc Ag. ITavteAdng tav oto yoageio TNV wea TS APLENS pov Kat pe dwfePalwoe otL N teAet Oa
Ntav «50/50 ... EAAnvika kot AyyAwad» xat otL dev Oa ywotav Oela Evxaplotia, avakovgiCovtag €tol ta
TEEQLOOOTEQX TIG AVIOVLYXLEG eKelvwV TTOL pe elyav oTelAeL

Tnv nuéoa g akoAovBiag é@taoca vwls, Kal, TMEOS HeYAAN HoL EKTANEN, Hov TEOo@EéQOnKe évar dIYAwooo
BPAlo pe Vv akoAovBia Tov pov emtétEee va dw Yot TEWTN POPA& 0TOLG CLYKAOVIOTIKOUS ETtikridetovg Yuvoug
tov Ayiov Iwdvvn Tov Aapaoknvov. Ouuauat ott kKaBopovv otV Aevpd tov «WAATNG», eLOVYQAULOUEVT e TN
HLKOT] elKOVA 0TIV MAvw oelpd Tov Eucovootaoiov, TNV AVaoTAoIung ep@AavIons tov XOLoTtov 0ToV OLVOVOUXTO
pov, tov Ayiov Owuad, ovykAoviopévog amo avtd mov 1) [peoPutépa Pondepikn Matthews-Green meguryodpel e
axpiPewx oe éva BiBAlo T wg «n emiBeom [Tng Opbodotinc] oe 0Aec TIC aoOnoes oac».

Amo tote, mndwvTag otov Iavovdplo Tov TEéXOVTOS €TOLG, 0TV TOAD ATEOCdOKNTA PEEONKA WG O HOVAdIKOG
katowkog Tov WaAtnplov mov, oy and dekatéooepa kat TALOV XQovia, Tav 1 woktnoia Tov ITowtopdAtn pag
kat Tov Ap. IavteAidn. Kat twpa ftav ducr) pov evfvvn va petadwow T pHeyYaAn copla ekelvawv Twv VUVwV mov
YOAPTNKAV TIOLV ATTO dWOEKA ALWVES OTN UNTOLKT] LOL YAWOOQ.

«Ev taig Aapmpdmot tdv Ayimv cov, Tdg gicelevoopat 0 avaglogy

Mobvo pe TV VTTOUOVT) TIEOETOLUATIA ... KL TTOOO OWOTO TOL €ywve avto otnv kndeia g BovAag (IMapaokeuvnc)
Katlix tov to 6voud g onuaivel «TQOeToLUaTion.

Efpat Babid evyvapwy Y 0Aovg ekelvoug Twv 0Tolwv 1 VTTOHOVT) HE €pepe o€ avTr| T ovykveia. Kupiwg otov
aelpvnoto matéoa HAla Bitar mov moewomoinoe epéva kat tovg ovpuadntéc pov oto Avtiox o Otko Lmovdwv
OTL «TOAAEC omovdalec PWVES €XOUV Kataotoapel amd éva HeYaADTEQO eYWIOHO» KAl ETILONG OTO KO HAG
aelpvnoto Oavaon Povtrion, awwvia tov 1 pvrun.

Tov Noéppoto tov 2009 dev pmogovoa va diaxvon 0w otL kaTolx pépa Oa EPaAda - povog pov - e Kndeta oe avtm
TNV EVAOYTUEVT] KOWVOTNTA, TIOAV TEQLOOOTEQO VA ETEKTEIVW TO 20AQLO0 TOL AlXKOVOL Yl Vo KaAEoovpe TIg
TOOOEVXEC HAG YL TOUG €V XQLOTW avaxwEnOEévtwv adeAQav vuwv.

Evxapiotovue tov @ed mov dlevpvvel Tovg 0QIoVTES HaG KAt pag divel Tn duvatoTnTa va dOVLE TEQM ATIO TIG
OKLEG!

Ev vouw oxid kat ypapuati, TOTOV KATIOWWUEV 0L TUOTOL TIAV &poev To TNV pntpav dwavoiyov, aylov Ocw- 610
nipwtotokov Adyov, Ilatpoc Avapxov Yiov, mpwtotokovuevov Mntpi, aneipavdpw peyalvvwuey.
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ANNUNCIATION GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH YORK, PA

2500 Pine Grove Rd, York, PA 17403

“BREEK FOOD FESTIVAL
FEB 16,17,18 2024

FRI&SAT: Tlam-8pm  SUN:Tlam-7pm

( b VorkGreekFoodFestival.com
. FOR MORE INFO

W CYROS
% CREEK SALADS

2% HOMEMADE PASTRIES
~" ™ GREEK STORE

&= | GREEKJEWELRY
& . CREEKDANCING

We Accept All Major
Credit Cards

e _ﬁ B o Tailieadiaed
YORKGREEKFOODFEST IVAL.COM
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Godparents Sunday - Kvpioxy twv Novav

Sunday, February 25, 2024

Invite your Godparent(s) to come and celebrate this special relationship.

Attend Church together as we participate in the Divine Liturgy

and receive Ho])/ Communion as a fami]y.

Grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, etc are invited if a Godparent cannot attend.
May we allow this day to be a time to strengthen

our re]atjonship with each other.

*Memorial luncheon in memory of Gregor)/ Anstine

will be held in social hall after Divine Liturgy - Hosted by Goya




FEBRUARY 2024

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
Greek School
5pm-7pm Presentation of
our Lord
8:30 am Orthros
9:45 am Div. Liturgy
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
15th Sunday Greek School Greek School Greek School
of Matthew 5pm-7pm 5pm-6:30pm 5pm-7pm
8:30 am Orthros
9:45 am Divine . .
Liturgy Parish Council Greek Dance
Meeting 5:30pm-6:30pm
7pm 6:30pm-7:30pm
11 12 13 14 oj{anplj‘. ¢b 15 16 17
16th Sunday Greek School C\ﬁwﬁ@) Greek School Food Festival Food Festival
of Matthew 5pm-7pm 5pm-7pm 1lam-8pm 1lam-8pm
8:30 am Orthros Greek School
9:45 am Divine 5pm-6:30pm e L D
Liturgy P =2Up 7 , @b \\*\/
L7 e
Greek Dance GREEK 2ol
5:30pm-6:30pm GO festival
6:30pm-7:30pm
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Sunday of the S & 2 Greek School Greek School | Greek School
Canaanite HAPPY 5pm-7pm 5pm-6:30pm 5pm-7pm
8:00 am Orthros %
9:15 am Divine G KD
Liturgy Office Closed ree ance
A 5:30pm-6:30pm
R 6:30pm-7:30pm
1lam-7pm
25 26 27 28 29
Sunday of the Greek School Greek School Greek School
Publican & . K
Pharisee S5pm-7pm 5pm-6:30pm 5pm-7pm
Triodion Begins
8:30 am Orthros Greek Dance
9:45 am Divine 530pm-630pm
Liturgy

6:30pm-7:30pm




OEBPOYAPIOX 2024

Kvo Agv Tot Ter Ilep Lap
1 2 3
EAAN VKO
XxoAeio
Sup-7up Ynanavtr)
tov Kvpiov
8:30 rtt OBoog
9:45 i Aertovo.
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Kvgiaxn IE EAANVIKO EAANVIKO EAANVIKO
MatOatov XxoAeio YxoAeio XxoAeio
8:30 mtu OBo¢ Sup-7up S5up-6:30 pp Sup-7up
9:45 T Aettovg.
Evogiaxo EAANVc6s Xogog
Evpﬁoﬁ)\lo 5:30 pu-6:30 ppt
7up 6:30 puu-7:30 pp
11 12 13 14 d 0oph 0 15 16 17
Kv CIET EAANVLKO o EAANVIKO DeoTfar Deotipar
otaxn YvoAel EAA 4 YyoAei 11 T -8 up 11 T -8 up
MatOatou XO0Aegio NVIKo XO0Aegio
8:30 mtp Opbog Sup-7up LxoAeio Spp-7pp ~ O
9:45 T Aertovo. Spup-6:30 p 1) \\,,\/
= }{T’\:i
EAANviKOG Xogog GREEK X T
5:30 pp-6:30 pp ersuval
6:30 pp-7:30 ppt
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Kvglakf g | 22 & EAANVIKO EAANVIKO EAANVIKG
Xavavaiag —ppsnsﬁmr's XYxoAeio XxoAeio XxoAeio
8:00 tp OpBooc — DAY Spp-7up S5pp-6:30 pp Sup-7up
9:15 mtu AELTOUQ. )
/L':;\,L rQa(PEl? EAANviKog Xogog
Tk xA£10To 5:30 pp-6:30 pp
@eomifar 6:30 Pp-7:30 ppt
11 T =7 pp
25 26 27 28 29
Kvgtakr) tov EAAnv l,Ké EAANVIKO EAANVIKO
TeAdvou kat LxoAcio ExoAgio IxoAgio
Dagloaiov Sup-7up ‘
8:30 7t OgBog 5up-6:30 pp Sup-7up
9:45 mtu Aettovg.
EAANviKoG Xopog

5:30 pu-6:30 pp
6:30 pp-7:30 ppt




AGE 14 EASTER CARD THE LADDER
Community Pascha Card - Kowotwr IaoyaAwn Képta '

-

[t’s that time of year when we as a Community come together and share
our warm Pascha wishes through a Community Easter Card

Eivar avtn n oty un tov xpovov mov uotpalouacte tic Ocpuéc
nwoxaAwéc evxéc pag péow e Haoxadwnc Kaptac

Your participation in this card will help support

the Special Funds project to update the classrooms
H ovpuuetoxn oac otnv kapta Oa fondnoet tnv avaxavion Twv oxoAkwv taéewv

** Minimum Donation: Individual/Family $25, Awpea $25 **

Your donation can be mailed or brought to the church office
** NO later than Sunday, March 24, 2024 -IIpoOeopio Kvprakr, 24 Maptiov 2024 **

Make checks payable to :
Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation

Thank you for your generous support! Lag evxapiotooue yia v vrmootnpién oag!

Your Name/Ovopa:

Name as you would like it to appear in the Paschal Card

To 6vopa cac 0mwe O OéAate otV KAQTA

Please print clearly - Extvniwote kaBOapa

S S S S S A S R S R R S R D R DR D R DR
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We are excited to begin a new year with our neW])/

confirmed Parish Council members

Front row - left to right:

Christopher Barakos, ToliVainas, Maria K Skouras,
Lola Lamnatos, Kelly Sheasley, Tom Livaditis

Back row - left to right:
Nick Agapis, George Karanicolas, Nick Barakos,

Panagiotjs Harmantzis, Zacharias Harmantzis

The Goyans attended the
Holy Trinity Canton, Ohio basketball tournament and dance




PHILOPTOCHOS THE LADDER

Annunciation York Philoptochos

Lenten Spreads - Xopoxkootiova
* Pre-order by Sunday, March 10th
* Pick up on Sunday, March 17th after Divine Liturgy
To order call - I'o napayyshio koléote:

Marina Rontiris 717-332-3809 OR Diaconissa Janet Shelley 717-880-0888

Xovpovg All lenten spreads
Vegetarian hummus packaged in
(Chickpeas) 8 0z containers.
Thank you for supporting
the Philoptochos!

206 ELYOPIGTOVLE Y10 TNV

VTOGTNPLEN -
H Oulomtmyoc

*Payment by cash or check made to
Greek Ladies Philoptochos *

Mehtlovocurdta Torgvada ehag
Melitzanosalata Olive tapenade
(Eggplant) $10

$10




Annunciation York Goya
Lagana Sale

As we approach Great Lent, it’s our tradition to consume laganes on Clean Monday.
The Goyans are selling laganes as part of their fundraising efforts.

$8 each or 2 for $15 (with or without sesame seeds)
Orders Due by Sunday, March 10, 2024

*Pick up is Sunday, March 17th in the social hall after Divine Liturgy*
Goya members will be taking orders on Sundays after Liturgy
or Contact: Alisa Panopoulos at 717-880-0140 or appanop@comcast.net to place your order
**Payment by cash or check made to:York Goya

1
Kabnh¢ mAinoialer n Meydin Xapoakootn,
[Tapaxaiovue fondnote v 'kdyo
ayopalovtog Tig mapadactakég Aayaves yio v Kabapd Asvtépa.

Kéotog: $8 yia pio 1y $15 yia 600 (ue N yopic covodapt)
[opayyehisc u€ypt v Kvprokn, 10 Maptiov 2024

H roporafn yiverar tnv Kvpuakn, 17 Maoptiov

o1V Kowvovikn aibovca petd mm Octia Asttovpyia

H I'kdyra 0o Aappavovy mapayyerieg 1i¢ Kuplaxkég petd tm Asttovpyio
N Enwcowvovia pe mv: Adica [Tavomrodiov cto 717-880-0140
1 appanop(@comecast.net Y10 VO KAVETE TNV Toporyyerio cog
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PARISH COUNCIL - ENOPIAKO XYMBOYAIO

Parish Council Meeting: December 12, 2023

Present: Father Andrew Tsikitias, Lola Lamnatos, George Karanicolas, Kelly Sheasley, Maria Skouras, Tom Livaditis,
Chris Barakos, Mike Keriazis, Zach Harmantzis

Absent: Dr. Nick Agapis, Pete Harmantzis

1. Prayer and Father’s Opening Remarks

-The meeting began at 7:00 with a prayer by Father Andrew. He reports that he is updating the list of homes for house
blessings and is hoping to start scheduling those soon. There are a lot of events going on leading up to the holiday season

but things are moving along fine.
2. Approval of Minutes for November 7, 2023
3. President’s Report

-Lola reported that Children &amp; Youth Services had their annual luncheon in our social hall, which was put together
by Dorothy Livaditis, and they gathered $1,000 in donations for our scholarship fund. They also brought canned food for
our food drive to donate to Catholic Charities.

-The Eppley memorial fund will also be going to the scholarship fund.

-We donated $350 to the Salvation Army and they sent us a thank you card.

-Scott Bundy & Elena Keriazis also send a thank you card for a donation which was made.

-The Ladies luncheon was a success, as it had 90 attendees this year.

-Santa’s workshop took place this past Saturday and had about 17 children attend, everyone had a nice time. Thanks to
Penny Skouras for organizing the event.

-The pancake breakfast on Sunday had about 140 attendees, we collected $410 in donations for Locks of Love.

-Social Hall Events: one event is scheduled for 8/24/24 and will be catered by Festive Board. Another event will be held on
10/13/24, details will follow after meeting with the family. We will discuss and book events on a case by case basis.

-Two new students have enrolled in the Greek school program, both parents are new members. We also have two new
families joining and 6 individuals and hope everyone is welcoming to all new members.

4. Treasurer’s Report

-The account balances were shared by Kelly. There was a question about where the money from Norman Glatfelter's estate
is, we had decided during a board meeting to set aside $50,000 for an endowment fund (this is in the special projects

account).

5. Grounds & Maintenance

-There is a leak in the social hall by the side door that needs to be addressed. Also discussed better lighting in the back
parking and replacing a bulb outside the church.

6. Food Festival Update

-We have started ordering items for the festival.

-We will be getting a sample banner that we will then try to sell to business for advertising during the festivals.

7. Stewardship Committee & Social Committee Update

-Discussed having a minimum amount of stewardship/dues for new members. Still need to form a stewardship committee
and discuss everything further.

8. Tech & Security Update -No updates

9. Old Business

-Building of new Metropolis Center: we received an email requesting a donation from each church to help offset the cost of
the new Metropolis center.

10. New Business

-Parish Council Elections: as per Metropolis regulations, going forward, we will have a general assembly meeting around
November 1st, present a list of nominees and have the assembly agree to nominate people prior to the elections. We will
have to change our bi-laws to reflect these changes by the Metropolis, or we will have to make an amendment to our
current bi-laws.

The meeting ended at 8:30 pm with a prayer by Father Andrew.




STEWARD UPDATE, 2024 — ANATNIPOAPMOTH OIKONOM®ON, 2024 (AS OF JAN 19, 2024 )

‘ Dr & Mrs Nicholas Agapis

‘ Dr & Mrs Steven Agapis

M/M Anthony Anstine

‘ M/M Vasilios Anstine

Ms Anita Asimos

‘ M/M Jesse Benefiel

M/M Mark Bittner

‘ Ms Vasilia Chiadis

M/M Dimitri Daglaris

‘ M/M Christopher Dalaperas

M/M Nestoras Dalaperas

‘ M/M Chris Demetriades

‘ Miss Athanasia Georgakopoulos

Mr George K Georgakopoulos

‘ M/M Kostas Georgakopoulos

M/M George Georgaras

‘ Drs George & Joan Hayes

Ms Chrysoula Hioutis

‘ M/M Philip Kapsalis

Ms Irini Karambas

‘ M/M Odisefs Karanicolas

Ms Lola Lamnatos

‘ M/M Bill Mallas

M/M Konstantine Mallas

‘ M/M Thomas Mandras

‘ Ms Vasiliki Marros

Dr & Mrs Nicholas Pandelidis

‘ M/M Chirss Papayannis

Mrs Julie Sekeres

‘ M/M Stephen Sheasley

Mr John Shelley

‘ Rev. Deacon Thomas &
Diakonissa Janet Shelley

‘ Fr Andrew & Presvytera
Katherine Tsikitas

‘ M/M Luke Tsoflias

Ms Maria K Skouras
‘ Mr Charles Talbert &
‘ Mrs Anna Papayannis
M/M Nathan Walker
‘ Ms Olympia Wilson

These are the people who have paid towards Stewardship for 2024. Thank you for you generosity and support of our community.
“Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things.
Enter into the joy of your lord.” - Matthew 25:21
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LET'S GO \
GREEN'S

Help us cut down on our paper usage, postage costs and copier expenses
and wear and tear by opting to receive “The Ladder” and other
parish mailings and correspondence electronically.
Contact the Church Office and give us an e-mail address we can send these items to.
Thank you

Bonbnote poag va meploploovpe T xp1or XapTLov, Ta TaxuOPo UK €€00a Kal Ta €600
EWTOAVTLYPAPLKOV, EMAEYOVTAS VA Aapdvete nAekTpovika TN «KAlpoka» kot AAAeg
EVOPLAKEG ATTOOTOAEG KL 0AANAoYpa@la.

Emikowvwvnote pe to I'pageio ¢ EkkAnolag kat Swote pog pla
SLevBLVVOT NAEKTPOVIKOU TAXUSPOUEIOV GTNV OTIOLA UTTOPOVE VX
OTEIAOVE VTA TA AVTIKEIPEVA.

Evxaplotw




