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FR. ANDREW’S MESSAGE

My beloved brethren in Christ,

A new year is beginning, and with that we all have a new set of aspirations and hopes for our lives in 2024, and I am
no exception. As I look at this new year, I am praying on and looking for some inspiration, both from the Holy Spirit
and from all of you, as to how to help our community move forward. Seeking out ways to bring about both renewal
and growth for our community, I am looking at ways in which we can expand our liturgical/prayer life, our
community consciousness, our overall understanding of the faith. Basically, ways in which we can grow as a
community of faith, and leave an indelible mark on the greater York community.

Like all “New Year’s resolutions,” however, we need to implement them with resolve and commitment, so they don’t
fizzle out a few weeks into 2024. We've all been there, saying things like “I am going to be more active this year,” or
“This is the year that I will make advances in my career,” or “I am going to lose 25 pounds,” or all of those other goals
that we tend to set when a new year begins. Unfortunately, the statistics show that only about 8% of people are
successful in achieving their resolutions. In order to achieve our goals for ourselves and this community, it will take a
lot of faith, humility, commitment, patience and perseverance so that we can achieve those goals. We should also make
every effort that the goals we set, and the means by which we strive to achieve them are always in line with the
teachings of our faith, so that we do not find ourselves working against God, which never works out well.

For some Scriptural inspiration along our way, let us take a few verses from the book of Proverbs: “Trust in the Lord
with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your
paths straight.” (Proverbs 3:6) “Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and he will establish your plans.” (Proverbs
16:3) “Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.” (Proverbs 19:21)

Wishing you all a blessed 2024, I remain Your humble and unworthy servant in Christ,

 onctoens

ON THE COVER ...

In the half-century after the First Ecumenical Council held in Nicea in 325, if there was one man whom the Arians feared and
hated more intensely than any other, as being able to lay bare the whole error of their teaching, and to marshal, even from
exile or hiding, the beleaguered forces of the Orthodox, it was Saint Athanasios the Great. This blazing lamp of Orthodoxy,
which imperial power and heretics' plots could not quench when he shone upon the lampstand, nor find when he was hid
by the people and monks of Egypt, was born in Alexandria about the year 296. He received an excellent training in Greek
letters and especially in the sacred Scriptures, of which he shows an exceptional knowledge in his writings. Even as a young
man he had a remarkable depth of theological understanding; he was only about twenty years old when he wrote his treatise
"On the Incarnation."” Saint Alexander, the Archbishop of Alexandria, brought him up in piety, ordained him his deacon, and
after deposing Arius for his blasphemy against the Divinity of the Son of God, took Athanasios to the First Council in Nicea
in 325. Saint Athanasios was to spend the remainder of his life laboring in defense of this Holy Council. In 326, before his
death, Alexander appointed Athanasios his successor.

In 325, Arius had been condemned by the Council of Nicea; yet through his hypocritical confession of Orthodox belief, Saint
Constantine the Great was persuaded by Arius's supporters that he should be received back into the communion of the
Church. But Athanasios, knowing well the perverseness of his mind, and the disease of heresy lurking in his heart, refused
communion with Arius. The heresiarch's followers then began framing false charges against Athanasios. Finally Saint
Constantine the Great, misled by grave charges of the Saint's misconduct (which were completely false), had him exiled to
Tiberius (Treves) in Gaul in 336. When Saint Constantine was succeeded by his three sons Constantine II, Constans, and
Constantius, in 337, Saint Athanasios returned to Alexandria in triumph. But his enemies found an ally in Constantius,
Emperor of the East, and he spent a second exile in Rome. It was ended when Constans prevailed with threats upon his
brother Constantius to restore Athanasios (see also Nov. 6). For ten years Saint Athanasios strengthened Orthodoxy
throughout Egypt, visiting the whole country and encouraging all: clergy, monastics, and lay folk, being loved by all as a
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father. After Constans's death in 350, Constantius became sole Emperor, and Athanasios was again in danger. On the
evening of February 8, 356, General Syrianus with more than five thousand soldiers surrounded the church in which
Athanasios was serving, and broke open the doors. Athanasios's clergy begged him to leave, but the good shepherd
commanded that all the flock should withdraw first; and only when he was assured of their safety, he also, protected by
divine grace, passed through the midst of the soldiers and disappeared into the deserts of Egypt, where for some six years
he eluded the soldiers and spies sent after him.

When Julian the Apostate succeeded Constantius in 361, Athanasios returned again, but only for a few months. Because
Athanasios had converted many pagans, and the priests of the idols in Egypt wrote to Julian that if Athanasios remained,
idolatry would perish in Egypt, the heathen Emperor ordered not Athanasios's exile, but his death. Athanasios took a ship
up the Nile. When he learned that his imperial pursuers were following him, he had his men turn back, and as his boat
passed that of his pursuers, they asked him if he had seen Athanasios. "He is not far," he answered. After returning to
Alexandria for a while, he fled again to the Thebaid until Julian's death in 363. Saint Athanasios suffered his fifth and last
exile under Valens in 365, which only lasted four months because Valens, fearing a sedition among the Egyptians for their
beloved Archbishop, revoked his edict in February, 366.

The great Athanasios passed the remaining seven years of his life in peace. Of his fifty-seven years as Patriarch, he had spent
some seventeen in exiles. Shining from the height of his throne like a radiant evening star, and enlightening the Orthodox
with the brilliance of his words for yet a little while, this much-suffering champion inclined toward the sunset of his life, and
in the year 373 took his rest from his lengthy sufferings, but not before another luminary of the truth -- Basil the Great -- had
risen in the East, being consecrated Archbishop of Caesarea in 370. Besides all of his other achievements, Saint Athanasios
wrote the life of Saint Anthony the Great, with whom he spent time in his youth; ordained Saint Frumentius first Bishop of
Ethiopia; and in his Paschal Encyclical for the year 367 set forth the books of the Old and New Testaments accepted by the
Church as canonical. Saint Gregory the Theologian, in his "Oration On the Great Athanasios", said that he was "Angelic in
appearance, more angelic in mind; ... rebuking with the tenderness of a father, praising with the dignity of a ruler ...
Everything was harmonious, as an air upon a single lyre, and in the same key; his life, his teaching, his struggles, his
dangers, his return, and his conduct after his return ... he treated so mildly and gently those who had injured him, that even
they themselves, if I may say so, did not find his restoration distasteful.”

Saint Cyril was also from Alexandria, born about the year 376. He was the nephew of Theophilus, Patriarch of Alexandria,
who also instructed the Saint in his youth. Having first spent much time with the monks in Nitria, he later became the
successor to his uncle's throne in 412. In 429, when Cyril heard tidings of the teachings of the new Patriarch of
Constantinople, Nestorius, he began attempting through private letters to bring Nestorius to renounce his heretical teaching
about the Incarnation. When the heresiarch did not repent, Saint Cyril, together with Pope Celestine of Rome, led the
Orthodox opposition to his error. Saint Cyril presided over the Third Ecumenical Council of the 200 Holy Fathers in the year
431, who gathered in Ephesus under Saint Theodosius the Younger. At this Council, by his most wise words, he put to
shame and convicted the impious doctrine of Nestorius, who, although he was in town, refused to appear before Cyril. Saint
Cyril, besides overthrowing the error of Nestorius, has left to the Church full commentaries on the Gospels of Luke and
John. Having shepherded the Church of Christ for thirty-two years, he reposed in 444.

THE VOICE OF OUR FAITH

A THEOPHANY CLEANSING—DCN. THOMAS SHELLEY

As I write this on the evening closing Feast of St. Lucy, the Martyr of Syracuse (December 13) the earliest sunsets of the
year have passed. By the time these words are read the 12 Days will be closing amid ever-later sunsets rapidly
approaching, then passing 5 PM.

The lengthening evenings are appropriate preparations for the second-greatest Feast of the Church Year: The Theophany
(Epiphany) of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ. Another preparation —as subtle as slowly delaying sunset—was
heard in the final verses of the magnificent Idomelon from the 9t Hour of the Royal Hours of the Nativity:

+ We worship Thy Nativity, O Christ
+ Show us also Thy divine Theophany.
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Similarly, the Theophany has already been hinted through Iconography. In most Icons of the Nativity, toward the bottom
right corner one can find nursemaids preparing bath water or actually bathing the Infant Jesus. While the darkness of the
cave will soon be replaced by the darkness of the River Jordan we are already given a preview of what is to come.

The Theophany is the revelation of Jesus as one of the Trinity: The Father proclaims Him as His beloved Son; and the
Holy Spirit in the form of a dove comes to rest on Him. But what a strange place for such revelation! Jesus, born without
sin and living without sin, had no need to receive, from the hand of the Forerunner, a “a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins”.

Yet out of His love for mankind He was willing to subject Himself to something which He neither needed or deserved....a
preview of another and greater kind.

St. Ambrose wrote that Christ’s voluntary submission to baptism was to serve as an example:

“So that no one might escape the bath of grace, He, Christ, did not flee from the bath of repentance. So that no one may be
called free from sins, He, Christ came to cure sins. If, for us, Christ was washed--moreover, if He washed us in His body--—
how much more must we wash ourselves from our own faults....

Alone He was immersed into the water, but He raised up all! Alone He descended, but in order that we all might rise again!
Alone He took upon Himself the sin of all, but in order that in Him the sin of all might be cleansed!”

As we close the most festive part of the Nativity journey by partaking of the blessed waters and welcome those cleansing
waters into our homes, let us begin to contemplate how the Baptismal life challenges us to be immersed in the Paschal
mystery of Him Who, though He knew no sin, became as a sinner standing amidst sinners at the River Jordan.

Christ is Revealed--in the Jordan by John! May He also be revealed in and through us.

EPIPHANY—FR. THOMAS HOPKO

The sixth of January is the feast of the Epiphany. Originally it was the one Christian feast of the
“shining forth” of God to the world in the human form of Jesus of Nazareth. It included the
celebration of Christ’s birth, the adoration of the Wisemen, and all of the childhood events of
Christ such as His circumcision and presentation to the temple as well as His baptism by John
in the Jordan. There seems to be little doubt that this feast, like Easter and Pentecost, was
understood as the fulfillment of a previous Jewish festival, in this case the Feast of Lights.

Epiphany means shining forth or manifestation. The feast is often called, as it is in the Orthodox
service books, Theophany, which means the shining forth and manifestation of God. The
emphasis in the present day celebration is on the appearance of Jesus as the human Messiah of
Israel and the divine Son of God, One of the Holy Trinity with the Father and the Holy Spirit.

Thus, in the baptism by John in the Jordan, Jesus identifies Himself with sinners as the “Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world” (Jn 1.29), the “Beloved” of the Father whose messianic task it is to redeem men from their sins (Lk 3.21,
Mk 1.35). And he is revealed as well as One of the Divine Trinity, testified to by the voice of the Father, and by the Spirit
in the form of a dove. This is the central epiphany glorified in the main hymns of the feast:

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan the worship of the Trinity was made manifest! For the voice of the Father bare
witness to Thee, calling Thee his Beloved Son. And the Spirit, in the form of a dove, confirmed the truthfulness of his Word. O Christ
our God, who hast revealed Thyself and hast enlightened the world, glory to Thee (Troparion).

Today Thou hast appeared to the universe, and Thy Light, O Lord, has shone on us, who with understanding praise Thee: Thou hast
come and revealed Thyself, O Light Unapproachable! (Kontakion).

The services of Epiphany are set up exactly as those of Christmas, although historically it was most certainly Christmas
which was made to imitate Epiphany since it was established later. Once again the Royal Hours and the Liturgy of Saint
Basil are celebrated together with Vespers on the eve of the feast; and the Vigil is made up of Great Compline and Matins.

The prophecies of Epiphany repeat the God is with us from Isaiah and stress the foretelling of the Messiah as well as the
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coming of His forerunner, John the Baptist:

The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make His path straight. Every valley shall be filled
and every mountain and hill brought low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God (Is 40.3-5; Lk 3.4-6).

The main feature of the feast of the Epiphany is the Great Blessing of Water. It is prescribed to follow both the Divine
Liturgy of the eve of the feast and the Divine Liturgy of the day itself. It begins with the singing of special hymns and the
censing of the water which has been placed in the center of the church building. Surrounded by candles and flowers, this
water stands for the beautiful world of God’s original creation and ultimate glorification by Christ in the Kingdom of God.
Sometimes this service of blessing is done out of doors at a place where the water is flowing naturally.

The voice of the Lord cries over the waters, saying: Come all ye, receive the Spirit of wisdom, the Spirit of understanding,
the Spirit of the fear of God, even Christ who is made manifest.

Today the nature of water is sanctified. Jordan is divided in two, and turns back the stream of its waters, beholding the
Master being baptized.

As a man Thou didst come to that river, O Christ our King, and dost hasten O Good One, to receive the baptism of a
servant at the hands of the Forerunner [John], because of our sins, O Lover of Man (Hymns of the Great Blessing of
Waters).

After the epistle (1 Cor 1.10-14) and the gospel reading (Mk 1.9-11) the special great litany is chanted invoking the grace
of the Holy Spirit upon the water and upon those who will partake of it. It ends with the great prayer of the cosmic
glorification of God in which Christ is called upon to sanctify the water, and all men and all creation, by the manifestation
of his saving and sanctifying divine presence by the indwelling of the Holy and Good and Life-creating Spirit.

As the troparion of the feast is sung, the celebrant immerses the Cross into the water three times and then proceeds to
sprinkle the water in the four directions of the world. He then blesses the people and their homes with the sanctified
water which stands for the salvation of all men and all creation which Christ has effected by his “epiphany” in the flesh
for the life of the world.

Sometimes people think that the blessing of water and the practice of drinking it and sprinkling it over everyone and
everything is a “paganism” which has falsely entered the Christian Church. We know, however, that this ritual was
practiced by the People of God in the Old Testament, and that in the Christian Church it has a very special and important
significance.

It is the faith of Christians that since the Son of God has taken human flesh and has been immersed in the streams of the
Jordan, all matter is sanctified and made pure in Him, purged of its death-dealing qualities inherited from the devil and
the wickedness of men. In the Lord’s epiphany all creation becomes good again, indeed “very good,” the way that God
Himself made it and proclaimed it to be in the beginning when “the Spirit of God was moving over the face of the
waters” (Gen 1.2) and when the “Breath of Life” was breathing in man and in everything that God made (Gen 1.30; 2.7).

The world and everything in it is indeed “very good” (Gen 1.31) and when it becomes polluted, corrupted and dead, God
saves it once more by effecting the “new creation” in Christ, his divine Son and our Lord by the grace of the Holy Spirit
(Gal 6.15). This is what is celebrated on Epiphany, particularly in the Great Blessing of Water. The consecration of the
waters on this feast places the entire world —through its “prime element” of watering the perspective of the cosmic
creation, sanctification, and glorification of the Kingdom of God in Christ arid the Spirit. It tells us that man and the world
were indeed created and saved in order to be “filled with all the fullness of God” (Eph 3.19), the “fullness of him who fills
all in all” (Eph 1.22). It tells us that Christ, in Who in “the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily,” is and shall be truly “all,
and in all” (Col 2.9, 3.11). It tells us as well that the “new heavens and the new earth” which God has promised through
His prophets and apostles (Is 66.2; 2 Peter 3.13; Rev 21.1) are truly “with us” already now in the mystery of Christ and His
Church.

Thus, the sanctification and sprinkling of the Epiphany water is no pagan ritual. It is the expression of the most central
fact of the Christian vision of man, his life and his world. It is the liturgical testimony that the vocation and destiny of
creation is to be “filled with all the fullness of God” (Eph 3.19).
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GREAT HOLY WATER, Q&A—PEMPTOUSIA.COM

Is there a difference between the Great Holy Water from the service on the Eve of
Theophany and that from the day of the feast?

The Great Blessing of the Water which is performed on the eve of Theophany and on the
day of the feast itself is exactly the same. Some people wrongly believe the service held on
the eve is the ‘Lesser Blessing” and that held on the feast itself is the ‘Greater’. In both
instances, the Great Blessing of the Waters is performed.

The “Lesser Blessing’ is performed on the first day of every month, and also, exceptionally, when believers request it, for a
variety of reasons (blessing houses, shops, institutes, the foundations of buildings and so on). The Great Blessing is
performed only twice a year (on the 5 and 6t of January), in church.

Can Great Holy Water be kept at home and be drunk in times of sickness, to ward off the evil eye and any other
Satanic action?

The answer is “Yes'. It is provided by the holy text of the service of the Great Blessing of the Waters, which states: ‘that all
who are sprinkled with or consume it (the sanctified water) may have it for the healing of the passions, the blessing of
homes, and every appropriate benefit’ and especially ‘for the destruction of demons, a shield against opposing forces, (cf.
the corresponding prayer against the evil eye: ‘removing and expelling every diabolical action, every Satanic attack and
every assault... and the evil eye of wicked people’).

What is the relationship between fasting and Great Holy Water?

Historically, the Great Blessing of the Waters began as follows. In the early Church the eve of Theophany, like the eve of
Easter and Pentecost was the time when the baptism of catechumens, the new Christians, took place. The blessing of the
water and the baptism took place at the midnight service. Saint John Chrysostom tells us it then became the custom for
Christians to take some of the sanctified water to drink or to carry back to their homes as a blessing to be kept for the
whole year: ‘This is why, at midnight on the feast, when all have been doused with water, they take the water to their
home, where they keep it for the whole year (Discourse on the holy baptism of the Savior, PG 49, 366). Later, however, at a
time of liturgical decline, the service of the Blessing of the Waters was separated from that of Baptism, although it retained
many of its features. The custom survived of taking the holy water home ‘to bless houses’, as the prayer of sanctification
puts it in the service of the Great Blessing.

Another early development was the observance of a fast before the feast of Theophany, for two reasons. The first of these
was that the great feasts of Christmas and Theophany were united in the ancient Church and celebrated on 6 January as
Theophany or Epiphany (a practice still observed to this day in the Church of Armenia). It was John Chrysostom
(4™ century) who divided the feasts and ordained that Christmas be celebrated on 25 December and the Baptism and
manifestation of the Holy Trinity on 6 January. There was a fast before every feast of the Lord for the spiritual and bodily
cleansing of the faithful. We should remember that fasting has within it an element of mourning over sins. So when the
feasts were split, the associated fast became linked to Christmas. This is why the Church has declared a one-day fast on
the eve of Theophany, as preparation for the feast, rather than multiple days, since we are in the period of the Twelve
Days.

Another ancient custom was that those who were to be baptized would fast, as did the godparents, relatives and other
Christians who fasted ‘on behalf of the baptized’. So it was a small step for the drinking of the holy water to be linked in
the minds of Christians with fasting, though there is, in fact, no causal relationship between them at all.

In today’s terms and conditions, we can say that those who regularly partake of the holy sacraments and observe the fasts
of the Church, including that of January 5, are already in a position to drink the Great Holy Water on 5 and 6 January.
Otherwise, they should observe a fast in accordance with whatever instructions they are given by their spiritual guide.

Finally, those who, in exceptional circumstances such as sickness, danger and so on, drink the Great Holy Water which
they have kept in their home, having first fasted or not, should not fall short on spiritual fasting, but should avoid
‘everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God’ (2 Cor. 7, 1).
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H KAIMAE

MHNHMA TOY TIP. ANAPEA ...
Ayamnpévol pov adeAgot ev XoLotw,

‘Eva véo étog Eextva, kat pall pe avto éxovpe OAotL éva vEo UVOAO PUA0d0ELWV Kkat eEATdWV Y T Cwn pag
10 2024, pali oag oe avtd elpat kot eyw. Kabwg kortdlw avtd 1o véo €tog, mpooevxopat Kot avalntw
KATOLt €UTIVELOT), TO00 amd 10 Ayio Ilvebua 600 kat and O6Aovg €0dg, yix 10 Tws va Bondnow tnv
KOLVOTITA HaS VA TIROXWET)OEL. AvalnTwVTag TOOTOVS YIX VA ETUPEQOVIE TOOO TNV avavEéwon 000 KAl TV
AVATITUEN YIx TNV KOWOTNTd pHag, e£etdlw TEOMOUG HE TOULG OMOLOUG HUTIOQOVHE VA ETEKTELVOLUE TN
Aatoevtikn) pag Cwr] KAt TNV KON TQEOCELXT] HAGS, TNV KOWOTIKH HAG OULVEDNOT), T1 OLVOAIKY Hag
Kkatavonon g miotne. Baowkad, 1oomoL pe toug omoiovg umogovpe vo avamtux0ovpe wg Koot Ta mtioTng
KAt va a@rjoovpe éva ave&itnAo onuadL otnv evEvTEET) KOLVOTNTA TOL YOK.

‘ Onwg 0Aeg Tig «ITQWTOXQOVIATIKES VTTOOXETELS», WOTOOO, TRETEL VA T EPAQUOTOVLLE UE ATIOPATIOTIKOTITA

KAt 0£0UEVOT), WOTE va PNV eEapaviotovv Alyeg gfdopddeg petd tnv a1 tov 2024. OAol pag to €xovpue
‘ KAveL 0to maeA0dv, Aéyovtac medypata Onws «Oa aoknOw meQLocoTEQA PETOS» 1) «AvTr elval 1) XQOVL&
‘ 7oL O ONUELWOTW TIEOODO OTNV KAQLEQA HoL» 1] «Oa Xdow 10 KIAG» 1] GAOLG AV TOVG TOVG AAAOUVG TOXOVS TIOV

telvovpe va Bétovpe otav Eektva pia vEa XQOVid. AvoTtuxwg, oL otatotikég delixyvouv OtL povo to 8%
‘ Teplmov Twv avlpwnwy elvat emituxelc oty enitevén Twv emAvoewv toue. ITgokenévov va emitvyovue
‘ TOVG OTOXOUG HAG YIX TOV €AVTO HAG KAl aLuTrV TNV kowvotnta, Oa xoewaotel mMoAAN miotn, tamevotnta,

OE0ELOT), VTTIOUOVT] KAL ETILUOVT) WOTE VA UTOQECOVLE VA €MITUXOVUE QLTOVG TOLG otoxovg. TTpémer emiong
‘ va katafdAovpe kdOe duvvatr) meooTmdBelax ote oL otdxoL Tov Otoupe KAl Ta Héoa pe T Omolo
‘ aYWVILOHAOTE VA TOVG TIETUXOVHE Vot elval TAVTO COUPVA HLE TIG dWOATKAALEG TNG THOTNG HAG, WOTE Vo NV
‘ Poebovue va eoyalopaote evavTia otov Oed, kKATL Tov TOTE dev Byatvel o€ KAAO.

INa Atyn éumvevon and v Ayia I'oagr), ag mdgovpe pegtkovs otixovg amo to BiAlo twv Iagotpwv: «lodt
ntemoldwg &v OAT) 1) kaEdia €T O Emi O¢ o1 copia un émaloov: €v maoals 0dolg oov Yvwelle avtry, tva
opBotoun) taxg OGdOVG cov, O d¢ movg cov un meookoPn.» ([Tagowiar 3:5-6) «Ta éoya cov otov Koo
eumoTéPou Ta kat ot okomot cov Ba ekmANEwOoVV.» (TTagotuiar 16:3) «toAAoL Aoyilopol €v kadia avdQOg, 1)
d¢ BovAr tov Kuplov eic tov alwva péver» (Ilagotpiat 19:21)

Yag evxopal éva evAoynuevo 2024, kat TAQAEV® O TATIELVOS 0AG DIAKOVOS €V XQLOTw,

FAvOpéac

AT. AOGANAXIOY & KYPIAAOXL —-18 IANOYAPIOY

O Méyac ABavdoiog yevvnOnke to 295 pu.X. amd @rwyxovs aAA& evdpetouvg Yyovelg,
YEYOVOG TIOL TOL OTEQNOE TN dLVATOTNTA Y avwteeg omovdéc. Ouwsg o mavdyadog
®e6c Tov TEOIKIOE He TAOVOX TIVELHATIKA TQEOOOVTA. AapPBdAvel TN OTOLXEWOON
EKTIAIDELOT) KAl 0TI OLVEXELX PHEAETA HOVOGS TOVL Y va pOdoel o vpnAdtata emtimeda
YVWOoNG Kat coplog.

and tov mateuexn AAefavdoeiag AAEEavdpo, TOvV omolo arkoAovBet otnv A’
Owovpevir) Zovodo to 325 u.X., ot Nikowa g BlOvviag. Avadeucvietat mowteQydTng
OTNV Katadikn g aeTikr|g dwaokaliag Tov Ageiov.

To 328 u.X. kat oe nAwia 33 etV exAéyetal mavyvokd matolkoxns AAeavdoeiag.

‘ AT oAV véog €del&e v kAlom tov Teog TV ExkAnoia. 25 etwv xewpotoveitat dikkovog
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Amo ) Oéomn avty avtipetwniCel éva QoPBeQd MOAEUO €k HEQOVS TWV AUQETIKWV OTadwV tov Apeiov. Ouwe o
AY10G, XAQON OTNV UEYAAN TVEVUATIKOTTA TOL Kat T (éovoa miotn oto O, katopbwvel va Byet vikntg art’
O0Aec avTtég TIC doKIHAOieg axoun Kal and Tic mévte e£opleg mov Tov emIPANONKavV, kabws o avtokpdTooag
Kwvotavtivog o B' fftav omaddg tov Apetaviopov. Exowur|0n ev eprjvn to 373 p.X.

O Ayioc Kvoirdog élnoe emi Baodeing Oeodooiov tov Mucov kat yevvrOnke otnv AAeEavopeia to 370 p.X. and
€VTOQOVG YOVEIG TNG EAANVIKNC KOWwVIaG TG MOAews. Avepldg tov agxLemiokomov Adeavdoelag Oeopilov o
Kvot\Aog, éAafe peydAn 0eoAoykr) pooepwor), wote €ytve KaAToOTiy dxdoxog Tov Oelov TOV, OTOV AQXLETILOKOTIKO
Boovo AAeEavdoeiag.

Otav éywe n I' Owovpeviky) Zovvodog 1o 431 wX. omv Egeoo, o Kvpiddog vmrjofe mpodedoog avtrg kat
OLVETEAETE VA YKQEULOTOVV Ot Kakodo&ieg Tov duoePovs NeoToplov, Y To TEOTWTO TG LTTEQAYLAS AeoTtoltvng
Nuwv OeotoKov.

Me moAA& mvevpatikd katopbwpata oto eveeynTikd Tov, o KvptAAog mapédwaoe elonvikd to TvedUa TOL OTOV
Kvoto v 271 Iovviov tov 444 u.X., apov matoixQyxevoe yix 32 mepimov xeovia. Awaiwg o Ayiog Avaotdolog o
Zwvaltng tov mpooovopaoe «o@oayda twv Iatéowv».

H ExxAnoia 0éAnoe va adeApwoel v pviun twv dvo MeydAwv Tlatéowv avtc kat AQXLETOKOTIWV
AAeEavdoeiag, Tov MeydAov ABavaoiov, mowtaywviot) katd tov Agewaviopov, kat tov Ayiov KvpiAov,
TEWTAYWVIOTN KATA& ToL NeoToQIAVIOUOV KAl 0QL0€ TO CLVEOQTAOUO TOoLg OTiS 18 Iavovagiov.

TA ATIA OEODOANEIA —-PEMPTOUSIA.GR

O Xpotdg, 0tav tav mepinov TLvTa xoovwy, oy Byet ot dnuooia Lwn Tov kat OéAovtag va ektAnpwoeL OAeg
TG evtoAés Tov Mwoaikov Noépov (mov Avtdc BéPawx elxe dwoel otovg avOpwrovg), mye otov logdavn
motapo va Bamtioel.

Exel Botoxotav o Aywog Iwavvng o ITpddoopog kat Bamrtiotic, mov tov elxe oteidet o Oedc va knovTtEL:
«Metavoeite, yati tAnoiace 1 Baoideia twv Ovpavor kat evvoovoe mANoilaoe 0 kapdc va 'Bet o XpLotdg, mov
£peQve Evav kavoLELo TEOTO Lwr|g KAt LTTOOXOTAV TNV alwvidtTa oe oroov Tov akoAovOovoe.

Y avtov Aowmov Nnebe o Xpwotog and 1 INaAlaia yix va BantioBel. Oxt yatt elxe apagtieg, agpov ntav
AVOUAQTNTOG, AAAX Yix va tnonoet oe OAa tov Nopo tov Oeov katl va dwoel mapddetypa oe pag. Kvplwe opwg
Hag mMaQedwaoe To VEO, MVELUATIKO BATTIOUA, TIOV HAG Yevvdel moAiteg ot Baoleia tov Oeov, kabapovg amod
kaOe apaQtio, Kol MEWTIOTWS ATO TO TIEOTIATOQIKO AUAQTNUA — elval 1] aAnOwr] pag yeévvnon (YU avtd ot
XOLOTIXVOL eKTOG amtd Tar YevEOAL Touvg Ba €mpeTte var Y0QTALOoLV KoL TV NuéQa g Bamtior)g toug).

Otav 100 o Xpwotdg otov Iogdavn motaud, o Ayog Iwavvng Tov epumodile ki éAeye: «Eyw éxw avaykn va
pantioOw amno Xéva ki Eov épyeoat oe puéva;» O Inoovg emépeve mwg €tol mEEmel va yivel, yiax va ekteAeotel kaOe
evtoAn. Tote o lwdvvng vrmoxwenoe wkat dev Tov épege avtigonomn. Otav o Inoovg PBamtioOnke, avéPnke
AUETWS aTd TO VEQOD, VW T vEQA TOL lopddvn otpdgnkav mEog ta Tiow kat avolEav ot Ovpavot. O Iwdvvng
HaETLEEL OTL £lde To Aylo ITvevua tov OeoV va kateBatvel oav TeQLOTEQL KL V& €QXETAL TAVW oTov Inoov kat
AKOVOTNKE PWVT] ATIO TOUG OLEAVOUG TIOL éAeye: «AVTOG eivai 0 YI0C OV 0 ayamnTOC, 0TOV 0TOL0 EVAPETTOVUNL».

‘Etot éxovpe edw ™ @avéowon e Aviag Towxdag, dnAadn Ocopavewx: T pwvn) tov Oeov — Tlatépa mov
axovyetal, Tov Y10 — OeavOowro Xolotd otov motauo kat to Ayio ITvedua pe ) poeer) egoteglov. Tn yioot)
avt) ™ Aéue kat PoTta 0TS KAt T0 PATITIOUA TO AEUE KAL PUOTIOUA.

Ta maAk xoovia, dtav PamtiCoviav kueilwe oe peyaAn nAkia, moAAol katnxovpevol BamtiCoviav KAT& T yLoQTr)
avtn (0TS KAt 0g KAToLeG dAAeg peydAeg yoptég, Ilaoxa kat Ievrnkoot, yivovtav opadwkéc Pantioelc). Amod
TO VEQO TIOL aylalOTaV MOWTA, TEOKELUEVOL va Yivouv ol Bamntioels, ovvnOillav va maigvovv ol motol yux
gvAOYIQ, YIx Vo TIOLV 1] Vot QAVTIOOLY Tt OTHTIX, T KTHHATA katl T Coa tovs. Btot emkpdtnoe va yivetat o
Méyag Ayuiopog avijpeoa aAA& Y mTakTikoUg AGYoUS KAL TNV TAQAHOVT] TG YLoQTHG (TToL eivat axQBas o idlog
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Avywopog). H vnortela g mapapovr)g dev etvat yux tov Aylaopo, aAA& yix tn peyAAn de0TOTIKT] YL0QTI] TWV
Ocopaveiwv, apov dev moonyeltar kapdk &AAN vnotiown péoa, A0yw NG KATAALONG TOL E€0QTACTIKOV
Awdexanuégov.

Amo tote €pewve kat 1) ovvrfewx va malgvovpe Ayiopo, va gavtiCovpe mavtov kKot va mivovpe (tov Méya
Aywouo tov mivovpe peta ) Ocela Kowvwvia kat oy mapovpe Avtidwo). KaAda etvat va un @uAdayovpue ota
omit, aAA& OToTe XPewxoTel Vo amevBLVOUAOTE OTOVG LEQEIS TTOL KQATOVV 0Tovg vaovs. O Méyag Aylouog
elvat éva ovvexéc Oavua péoa oty ExkAnoia, apot avtd to ayiaopévo vepod dev mabaivel Timota 0AOkATQ0 TOV
X00VO 1 KAl TOV €TOUEVO, TOV EDETIOUEVO K.0.K.

O Ayiaopoc twv vdAtwy yivetat oe k&Oe evogia pe TN dUvapn Tov Ltaveov, wote va aywxoBel 0AN 1 @von twv
vdA&TwYV, oL BdAaooeg, oL Alpveg, Ta mMoTAp kKat va kaOaploOovv amd kabe datpovikn evépyela.

Ta Oeopavein 1 Pt tax yoprdlovpe 0TS 6 Iavovapiov — kaL yia evvéa OVVEXEIC NUEPES — EVAW TNV ETOUEVT,
otic 7 lavovapiov, yoptdlovue Tt «XZvvaén tov Ayiov Igogrtov ITpododpov kat Bantiotov Iwavvov», dnAadn
TOV TIROCWTIOL TIOL €TtAXLEE TOV KVUELO QOA0 ot Bamttion tov Kupiov.

Ev Togdavn fantilopevov.ooD
Kugtg, n e Touadog
thavepwbn npookvvnow

oL yag l'evintogos 1) dwvn
MEOTLUAQTUQEL 001,

dyanntov oe Yiov ovopaiovon
Kai 1o INvevpa év elda

nepwotepas, {frfaiov

TOU AoYou 10 adodalis.

0 imdaveic Xprote 6 Ocog,
Kal ToV Koopov dwrioag,

HOUSE BLESSINGS, 2024/AT'TAXMOI 2024

If you would like to have your homes blessed during this Epiphany season, please contact
Fr. Andrew directly to set up a date and time. He can be reached via phone/text—717-448

-8732 or e-mail —fr.andreas@comcast.net. Please leave him a message if he does not
answer right away, and he will get back to you. Have a blessed Epiphany season!

O

Edv OéAete aylaopo ot oTTIX 0AG KATA TT) OLAQKELX AVTTG TNG TIEQLOOOV TWV
Oceopavelwv, emkovwvrote pe Ttov 7. AvOpéa amevOelag Yo va oploeTe o
nuegounvia kat woa. Mmogeite va emucotvwvnoete palt tov péow tnAe@wvov/
unvouatog—717-448-8732 1) e-mail — fr.andreas@comcast.net. Aprjote Tov éva pnvopa
edv 0ev amavtioel apéows kat Oa emkovwvrjoet palt oag.

Na éxete evAoynuéva Ocopavia!
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* Icons for January Feast Days *

Available for flower donations towards decorating- $50 each
* Eixoveg yio. tig yioptéc lavovapiov *

oratifovtal y1a OWPeES A00A0VOIMY Yia otakoocunon - $50 n kabe sikova,

*Monday, Jan Ist - St. Basil the Great

Aevtépa, 1 lavovapiov - Ayrog Baacilelog

*Friday & Sat, Jan 5th-6th - Eve of Theophany & Holy Theophany
Hapaockevony & Zapfaro, 5-6 Iavovapiov - Iapouoviy Ocopaviowv & Ayiomv Ocopaveiwy

*Sunday, Jan 7th - Synaxis of John the Baptist

Kopiaxn, 7 lavovapiov - Ay. Imavvov tov Ilpodpouov

*Wednesday, Jan 17th - Anthony the Great

Tetaptn, 17 lavovapiov - Méyag Avtaviog

*Thursday, Jan 18th - Sts. Athanasios & Cyril - DONATED
Iléunty, 18 lavovapiov - Ay. ABavaciov & Kvpiiiov - AQPIXMENH

*Thurdsay, Jan 25th - Gregory the Theologian
Iunty, 25 Iavovapiov - I'pyydpirog o Ocoloyog

*Tuesday, Jan 30th - Synaxis of the Three Hierarchs
Tpity, 30 lavovapiov - Xovaln twv Tpiwv Iepapymv

*Please contact the church office at 717-741-4200
or email: annunciationyorkpa@gmail.com

If you are interested in donating towards an icon

*Emixoivovyote pue to ypopeio s ekxinaoiog oto 717-741-4200
n email: annunciationyorkpa@gmail.com
Eay evolopépeote vo KAvETE OMWPED TPOS U0 EIKOVOL
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 @ 2 3 4 5 6
Eve of Theophany
Feast Day Of Royal Hours Holy
St. Basil 8:00am Theophany
8:30 am Orthros Yesperal DIVII:IE 8:30 am Orthros
9:45 am Divine thurgy W/BleSSll‘lg 9:45 am Liturgy W/
Liturgy of Waters Great Agiasmos
Office Closed 6:30pm
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
] Greek School Greek School Greek School
St. John the 5pm-7pm 5pm-6:30pm 5pm-7pm
Baptist
8:30 am Orthros Greek Dance
9:45 am Liturgy 5:30pm-6:30pm
Vasilopita Cutting 6:30pm-7:30pm
and Parish Council
Oath of Office
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Sunday after Martin Luther Greek School L
Theophany King Jr. Day 5pm-7pm St. Anthony the | Sts. Athanasios
8:30 am Orthros Great & Cyril
9:45 am Divine Introduction to 8:30 am‘Ortk}ros 8:30 am Orthros
Litur : 9:45 am Div. Liturgy 9:45 am Div. Liturgy
gy the Orth. Chris- Greek School
Philoptochos tian Faith 5pm-6:30pm
Meeting after 6:30-8:00 pm Greek Dance Greek School
Divine Liturgy ) P 5:30pm-6:30pm 5pm-7pm
6:30pm-7:30pm
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
12th Sunday Greek School Greek School
of Luke 5pm-7pm 5pm-6:30pm St. Gregory the
8:30 am Orthros Theologian
9:45 am Divine Greek Dance 8:30 am Orthros
Liturgy 5:30pm-6:30pm 9:45 am Div. Liturgy
6:30pm-7:30pm
Greek School
5pm-7pm
28 29 30 - 31
15th Sunday ‘3 Greek School
of Luke Synaxis of the 5pm-6:30pm
8:30 am Orthros Three Hierarchs
9:45 am Divine 8:30 am Orthros Greek Dance
Liturgy 9:45 am Div. Liturgy

Greek School
5pm-7pm

5:30pm-6:30pm
6:30pm-7:30pm




lavovapioc 2024

EAANViKO
XxoAeio
SHp-7pp

Xogog
5:30uu-6:30pu
6:30up-7:30pp

Kvo Agv Tot Tet Ilep 805 06) Lap
-
1 ‘ 2 3 4 5 6 (i
Iagapovn y |
Avyiov Twv Ozo@aviwv | A, s(pécvewc
Baoieiov Baoieés Qoes | g.30 1y, Og0oo0c
8:30 rtp Oeboog 8:00 7y ) 9:45 mtu Aettovo.
9:45 mp Aert. EomeQuv Méyag
rQa(Pgio AElTOUQYiD& ue Aylaopég
KAewoto Avyiaouo
6:30 pp
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
‘ EAANviko EAANVIKO EAANVIKO
== LxoAeio LxoAeio IxoAeio
Ay. Iwavvov .
Tov Spp-7up Spp-6:30pp Sup-7up
ITgodooé oL ,
8:30 tp OpBoog E/\/\T]VL,KOQ
9:45 Tu Aert. XoQos
Korn g 5:30pp—6:30pp
BaoW\omitag 6:30pp-7:30pp
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Kvgiakn peta | Huéoa Magtiv EAANviKO £ 0 ;
¢ Pwta Aov0eg Kivyk XxoAeio Ay. Avtwviov Ay. ABavagaiov
8:30 mtu OeBeog TCovviog Sup-7up Tov Méya rat KvgiAdov
9:45 mtu Aett. 8:30 i Ogbog 8:30 . OgBOog
) 9:45 mtu Aettovo. 9:45 Ttu Aertovg.
Pulontwyxos EAANvuco ExoAeio
Zuvavinon peta
) Ocic SHp-6:30up ‘
AslT'][ov (o EAANVIKOG X000g EAANvuco
Qv 5:30pu-6:30up XxoAeio
6:30pu-7:30pp
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Kvgiaxn IB’ EAANVIKO EAANVIKO et
Aovka LxoAgio XxoAeio Ay.Tgnyogiov
8:30 mtu ‘Opbpog Sup-7pp 5up-6:30pu TOoL @80/\()YOU
9:45 T Aert. 8:30 mp OB oog
E)\)\‘r]vuc(')g 9:45 Tt Aertov.
X000¢ EAANV l}CO
5:30411-6:30 41 LxoAeio
6:30pp-7:30ppt Sup-7pp
28 29 30 31
Kvgtaxn IE atl EAANVIKO
Aovka Twv Todv IxoAsio
8:30 t OpBpog Iepaoxwv 5up-6:30ppt
9:45 Tt Aett. 8:30 tu OgBgog
9:45 Tt Aertov. EAAT]V[KOQ
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Thank you to everyone who attended the St. Nick Pancake Brealgfast and who donated to the
Locks for Love Charity. $600 was raised for this worthy cause!
Euxaptiotouue 6Aouc¢ ooouc napaBpednkav oto mpwivo tou Ayiou NikoAdou

_ - : —
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TAX FORM REQUEST - AITHZIH ®OPOAOTIKOY ENTYNOY

To cut down on printing and postage of unwanted
documents, please contact the church office
by phone at 717-741-4200
or email (annunciationyorkpa@gmail.com)
if you would like an end of year
statement for tax purposes.
We can forward one to you via email or mail.

—_—0 —

['ix va teplopioete TNV eKTUTTWOT] KAL TNV
TOXVOQOULKT] ATTIOOTOAT] atveTIOVUNTWV £YYOAPWY,
ETUKOLVWVT)OTE UE TO Yoaelo tc ExkAnotiag
mAe@wvika oto 717-741-4200
1 email (annunciationyorkpa@gmail.com)
eav OeAete pa dMNAwon téAovg €Toug
Yix OQOAOYIKOUG OKOTIOVG.

Mmopovue va moowOnoovpe éva
o€ €006 Héow email 1] péow taxvdoouelov.

©




VASILOPITA CUTTING

Community Vasilopita Cutting
Komrn Baoiulomitag

Sunday, January 7, 202

Please join us in celebrating the New Year by
bringing a vasilopita to share with our
community during coffee hour.

OO0

EAdzte va yioptaoovue v [pwtoxpovia
pepvovtag uia Bfactdomita va m UOoATTOUUE UE TNV
KOowotnta v wPa tou Kage.
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PARISH COUNCIL - ENOPIAKO %YMBOYAIO

Absent: Mike Keriazis

1. Prayer and Father's Opening Remarks
-The meeting began at 7:00 with a prayer by Father Andrew. He reports that he has had a good attendance in the catechism
gathering, both from within the community and outside. Getting ready for the holiday season. The “stars” were picked up

|‘ Present: Father Andrew Tsikitas, Lola Lamnatos, George Karanicolas, Kelly Sheasley, Maria Skouras, Dr. Nick Agapis, Tom
‘ Livaiditis, Pete Harmantzis, Chris Barakos, Zach Harmantzis.

today and will be available for our members to provide donations.
2. Approval of Minutes for October 10, 2023 - Motion by George K. to approve, 2 nd by Zach H. Minutes approved.
3. President’s Report
‘ -Lola reported that the Greek school put on a great program for October 28 th . Also noted that many new people have been
visiting our church and that we should all welcome them and invite them to coffee hour after church services.
4. Treasurer’s Report -The account balances were shared by Kelly. All food festival invoices have been paid.

| 5. Grounds & Maintenance
|‘ -The roof is scheduled to be installed any day now.

-The heating system will be looked at again tomorrow, Bortner has been working on it. The issues started after someone altered
the valves, which caused a malfunction. One of the parents of Greek school students, who is an engineer, offered to help with

‘ the issue in any way he can. Will also ask Bortner to quote us on adding forced heat to the church section of the building.
-McCabe’s provided us with the lowest estimate for plowing for the season. Motion by George K. to accept, 2nd by Nick A.
Motion passed.

‘ -The landscapers will continue to handle the fall clean up/leaf removal.

-Received a quote from Blausser Security for the alarm system for $6,300 and $22,800 for the fire alarm system. To try to get

another quote, we are currently waiting on one from Vector Security.

-The light outside of the lobby entrance keeps going out, to get an electrician to check it and possibly change the soffit and to

also check the timer.

6. Food Festival Update

-Many people signed up for the food festival mailing.

-We will soon start ordering paper goods for the next festival as prices continue to fluctuate and we are trying to get the best
deals.

|‘ 7. Stewardship Committee & Social Committee Update

-We still need to form a stewardship committee and a social committee. We have some events coming up that will need to be

handled by a social committee. We also have an event being planned for younger children for the Christmas holiday. We need

more people to help with events and we need to make sure everyone who is using the church is a paid steward. Anyone who

wants to schedule must go through the church office, Kelly S., or Lola L. Also discussed that anyone participating in church

groups or activities must be a paid member.
| 8. Tech & Security Update -Pete will contact Gettle about an issue with the key fob logs. No other tech issues were noted.
9. Old Business - Nothing to discuss.

10. New Business

-Philoptochos wants us to consider giving them some money to get them through the year, specifically asking for $3,000. All
agreed to provide them with this amount.

-Some of the parents of Greek school want to form a PTO. They also want to plan a Christmas program on a Saturday for the
families of the Greek school students.

-Discussed some past due payments on burial plots and decided that all plots must be paid in full by the end of the year or they
will be forfeited if they are unused. Going forward, plots must be paid in full upon purchase.

-End of year tax statements will be provided by the church secretary upon request.

‘ The meeting ended at 8:30 pm with a prayer by Father Andrew.




STEWARD UPDATE, 2024 — ANANDPOzAPMOTH OIKONOMQN, 2024

Dr & Mrs Steven Agapis
M/M Jesse Benefiel
M/M Dimitri Daglaris
M/M Phillip Kapsalis
Ms Irini Karambas

Ms Vasiliki Marros

Ms Maria K Skouras
M/M Nathan Walker

These are the people who have paid towards Stewardship for 2024. Thank you for you generosity and support of our community.
“Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things.
Enter into the joy of your lord.” - Matthew 25:21
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Help us cut down on our paper usage, postage costs and copier expenses and wear and tear by
opting to receive “The Ladder” and other parish mailings and correspondence electronically.
Contact the Church Office and give us an e-mail address we can send these items to. Thank you.

BonOnote pag va meplogioovue T XoNon XaoTiov, T TaXVOQOHLKK ££00a KAl Ta €£00a
PWTOAVTLYQAPLKOV, eTUAEYOVTAG VA AauPdvete nAektoovucd tn «KAtpako» kat dAAeg
EVOQLAKEC aATOOTOAES Kat aAAnAoyoagia. Emucotvawvnote pe to I'oageto g ExkAnoiag kat
dwoTte pag pa dtevOvvon NAekTEOVIKOU TarxvdEopelov OtV oMol UTTOEOVE VA oTelAovue
avta Ta avtikelpeva. Euxaglotovue.

"~ OREEK
FOOD
“ .FESTIVAL

February 16th, 17th, 18th, 2024

FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 11AM-8PM

SUNDAY: 11AM-7PM
Facebook.com/YorkGreekFoodFestival

(2] (] (] ] [ e [ ] (5 ] (] (R (9]




