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Monthly newsletter of the Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation.

Submissions for consideration are due on the 15th of each month. Send to annunciation)/orkpa@gmail.com
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Schedule of Worship Hours
Sundav Services (and Weekdavys)

8:30 AM Orthros
9:45 AM Divine Liturgy

Sunday Church School

In person, after Holy Communion

Schedule of Church Events

Pastoral Visitations: By request
Home & Business Blessings: By request
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FR. ANDREW’S MESSAGE

My beloved brethren in Christ,

The time of Great Lent has come upon us, and we are entering into that mode of introspection, prayer, fasting,
and internal “housekeeping” once more. This is a most-blessed time of year, when the Church, in her infinite
wisdom, gives us the opportunity to honestly take an inventory of our lives, and to humbly prepare ourselves for
the Feast of Feasts, the glorious Resurrection of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ, holy Pascha. One of the
most important and essential aspects of this process is the Sacrament of Reconciliation, aka Confession ...
unfortunately, this Sacrament has, by and large, become a quaint reference to the past, or completely lost to us as
members of the Church.

Having a Father Confessor is an important element to our Christian development and way of life ... but don’t
take my word for it, hear what some of the saints of the Church have to say on this topic:

“Tell everything to your spiritual father, and the Lord will have mercy on you and you will escape delusion. But if you think
that you know more about the spiritual life than your spiritual father, and you stop telling him everything about yourself in
confession, then you will immediately be allowed to fall into some sort of delusion, in order that you may be corrected.” - St.
Siloan the Athonite

“The spiritual father only shows to way, like a signpost, but we have to traverse it ourselves. If the spiritual father showsthe
way and the disciple doesn’t move himself, then he won't get anywhere, and will rot near the signpost.” —St. Nikon of
Optina

“Whoever hates his sins will stop sinning; and whoever confesses them will receive remission. A man can not abandon the
habit of sin if he does not first gain enmity toward sin, nor can he receive remission of sin without confession of sin. For the
confession of sin is the cause of true humility.” - St. Isaac the Syrian

These, of course, are just a few examples of what our Orthodox Sacred Tradition has to say about the importance
of Confession and developing a relationship with a Father Confessor. After all, each and every one of us could
benefit from having someone in our corner to help us along the way of our spiritual journey. No one of us is
alone. Just a little food for thought.

Wishing you all a blessed Lent, I remain your humble servant in Christ,

 Ooctrenn

ON THE COVER

This Saint was born in 315, and succeeded Maximus as Archbishop of Jerusalem in 350. He was zealous
for the Orthodox Faith, and was a defender of the poor. He was exiled three times by the Arian
Emperors Constantius and Valens. But after their death, he was recalled to his throne; he reposed in
peace in 386. Of his writings, the most prominent are his catechetical lectures, which are considered the
most ancient systematic summary of Christian teaching. Before Saint Cyril, there had been two
dioceses, one of Jerusalem, and one of Holy Sion; under Saint Cyril, they were united into one
bishopric.




P — — — ————— ———————————————————————— —— —— ——— —

PAGE 4 THE LADDER

THE VOICE OF OUR FAITH

THE EVE OF THE ANNUNCIATION—DEACON THOMAS SHELLEY

The Eve of the Feast of the Annunciation of Our Lord in 1996 was clear and still. This particular night was punctuated by
a cosmic visitor, a denizen of the far ranges of the solar system briefly hurtling past the earth on its fleeting, slingshot-like
spin around the Sun.

Comets are no rarity--thousands have been discovered through the centuries, their orbits tracked, their positions plotted.
But bright comets are scarce, and the forecasting of whether a particular comet will be bright enough to be seen
unassisted by binoculars is a very inexact science. Too often expectations exceed actualities, and the cosmic visitor
remains hidden from view.

So for the Eve of the Annunciation to be graced by a bright comet--let alone one conveniently positioned close to one of
the best known asterisms of the sky, the Big Dipper, was a once in a lifetime occurrence.

That this comet was unknown and undiscovered until detected by Japanese astronomer Yuji Hayakutake less than two
months before made this cosmic visitor a most appropriately timed surprise from God, who on this festival declares
through His messenger Gabriel that “all things are possible”.

Despite our high speed computers, sophisticated deep space eyes and ears, and even our orbiting space telescope, God
still continues His work of Creation. While Quoheleth, the preacher of Ecclesiastes, might lament that there is “nothing
new under the sun”, the sudden appearance of comet Hayakutake confirmed instead the prophesy of Isaiah, “Behold, I
am about to do a new thing.”

The timing could not have been better. For the Feast of the Annunciation concerns “a new thing”: The sudden and
unexpected arrival of a messenger--the angel Gabriel--to the maiden Mary of Nazareth.

Among the people of the ancient middle East, comets were thought to be messengers, bearers of news and portents of
things to come. But the message of the cometary visitor was never received with joy. These wispy apparitions were
believed to be the heralds of calamity: of war, or famine, or pestilence. Their appearance was thought to precede the
death of kings and the downfall of nations. Their news was anything but good. Those privy to seeing the sign in the
heavens were filled with fear for that which was soon to come.

How different, then, was the message of Gabriel! It began simply “Fear not.” Of course Mary would have been afraid.
Angels were not in the habit of visiting mortals. And, like every devout Jew, Mary remembered every year--every spring
of every year--one time when an angel visited mortals in Egypt. That visitor was the Angel of Death. Every Passover was
a remembrance that the Angel of Death had passed over the houses of the Jews, while striking the Egyptians. When the
angel Gabriel appeared in the spring in Nazareth, Mary must have immediately feared that he was coming to take her
life. How could a springtime angel possibly be an angel of life?

Yet, for Mary, he was at once an angel of life--and yet one whose message would indeed take and transform her life by
joining her in the most intimate way with God her Creator. The Word through whom the earth and sky and sea had been
made; the one whom heaven and earth cannot contain, would become a single cell in her womb, and there grow to
become the Son of the Most High, the Savior Christ the Lord.

Perhaps, in a perverse way, this angelic messenger brought doom like his cometary counterpart. This child, who would
be “great and Son of the Most High” and “given the throne of his Father David” would also be heralded as “the downfall
of nations and kingdoms, and a sign that will be spoken against”. And, for Mary, there would be personal pain and
passion to be borne “for a sword will pierce your soul also”.

But Mary yielded her will to the will of God the Father, her mind to the mind of Jesus God the Son, and her body to God
the Holy Spirit. She became, in a moment of time, uniquely linked to the Holy Trinity as daughter of the Father, Mother
of the Son, and bride of the Spirit; the first repository of the Body of Christ, in very being, the first Christian. Mary’s “yes”
of obedience and faith undid the “yes” of her first mother and ours, the “yes” of Eve to rebellion and sin. Truly, Mary is

the Eve of the Annunciation.
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The Eve of the Annunciation was indeed graced by a heavenly visitor, highly graced, highly favored.

With God all things were possible--even virgins in Nazareth may conceive. With God all things are possible--even
unknown and unexpected comets may blaze across the springtime sky. With God all things will be possible, for He who
does many “a new thing” will one day “make all things new.”

Let us ponder the oft-repeated words of the 50" Psalm: “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within

”

me.

WHY ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS ARE NOT CREMATED—FR. JOHN TOULOUMES

One of the opening scenes in the recent release of "My Big Fat Wedding 3” depicts an urn on the family’s fireplace mantle with the
cremated remains of the late father, “Gus Portokalos”, in the urn. Later in the movie the urn is brought back to Greece and the
cremated remains are poured into the ground in his childhood village. This has caused considerable discussion about cremation, a
practice prohibited by the Orthodox Church. This article seeks to explain and clarify this sensitive issue for all.

Cremation is a growing practice in the United States. According to the Cremation Association of North America (CANA)
the U.S. cremation rate was 59% in 2022. That is in stark contrast to the Orthodox Christian cremation rate, which is
effectively and officially 0% as a prohibited practice.

What explains the growth of this practice? According to CANA, “More of the U.S. population has chosen to roam across
the country and around the world. Many have loosened their connections to their geographic origins and increased their
exposure to new traditions. Conversely, there are significant portions of the population who are rooted to their
hometowns and remain deeply connected to the traditions they grew up with.” Their analysis concludes that the less
“rooted” people are, especially in faith and traditions, the more likely they will choose cremation. The more rooted they
are—a de facto description of Orthodox Christianity with its deep roots in faith and tradition —the less likely they will
cremate and the more likely they will follow traditional burial practices.

Some of the growth can be credited to various non-Christian religions such as Hinduism and Buddhism and the growing
number of “Nones,” or people with no affiliation to religion. But it is also a result of the departure from traditional beliefs
among non-Orthodox Christians.

In many Christian denominations—or at least among some preachers—it is no longer necessary to believe in the “empty
tomb”, in Christ's physical Resurrection. These teachers call the “empty tomb” a myth and reduce all the post-
Resurrection appearances of Jesus to merely spiritual experiences. This has a profound impact on our view toward our
own death.

The Orthodox conviction that the Son of God was also truly Man and was raised in His whole human nature — body and
soul—explains the Church’s traditional rejection of cremation, a practice which is diametrically opposed to the
expectation of the resurrection of the dead in Christ. If the Resurrection is merely a legend, then as St. Paul writes, “If
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins” (1 Cor. 15.17).

The Church’s Historical Foundations Regarding Cremation

The Church, throughout her entire history, has stressed the importance of understanding that Jesus was born with an
actual human body with the same attributes and needs of any other human body, which upon being crucified died the
same death that every other body has died. Three days later, the Resurrection included His human body. Through all this
Jesus makes abundantly clear that the whole of our humanity —body as well as soul—has been called to salvation and
eternal life. All of human nature has been raised by Christ’s Ascension to the right hand of the Father.

Jesus gave us many proofs of this, but it is seen most clearly in Christ’s appearance to Thomas. In his “Commentary on St.
John,” St. Cyril of Alexandria writes: “What need was there for the showing of His hands and side, if in accordance with
the depravity of some, He did not rise with His own flesh? If He wanted His disciples to believe differently concerning
Him, why did He not rather appear in a different and by putting the form of the flesh to shame, draw them towards a
different understanding? But it was more important that He show Himself carefully at that time so that they should
believe in the future resurrection of the flesh.” St. Cyril adds that the Body of Christ had to be raised in order to vanquish
death and destroy the power of corruption. Christ’s body, which St. Thomas proved through touching to be real, gives
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clear witness to the future resurrection of our own bodies.
Made in God’s Image and Likeness

The human person is created in the image and likeness of God. When we are baptized it is not only the soul which
becomes the temple of the Holy Spirit, but also the Body. When we receive Holy Communion, we take the real Body and
Blood of Christ into our bodies. In the mysteries of Chrismation and Holy Unction it is our bodies which are anointed with
Holy Chrism. Particularly clear proof of the sanctity of the body is given by those saints such as Saints Spyridon,
Paraskevi, Savas, Gerasimos and Dionysios, whose bodies remain incorrupt centuries after their physical deaths. The
Church knows innumerable accounts of healings occurring upon being blessed with the relics of a saint. These men and
women lived the life in Christ so fully that not only were there souls taken to heaven but their bodies retain sanctity and
healing power through the Holy Spirit.

Burial Lessons from Holy Friday

The future resurrection of the believer’s soul and body, according to the truth which Christ revealed, dictates the nature of
Orthodox traditions concerning the body at death...In an Orthodox funeral, “the mourners gather...to be myrrh-bearers...to
provide the last ministry to the Christian body in preparation for the Resurrection.” Anyone who has attended the
Orthodox Holy Friday services knows the sequence following Christ’s death. Joseph of Arimathea asks Pilate for the body
of Jesus, then the Theotokos, Nikodemos, John the Apostle and the Myrrh-bearing Women help Joseph, anoint and bury
the Most Precious Body with tears.

How Orthodox Christians Care for the Body

The Church has unequivocally maintained throughout its history that the proper way to treat the dead is a reverent burial
of the body in the context of a proper Church funeral and prayers for those who have fallen asleep in the Lord. We sing
hymns and psalms to escort the dead on their way and to express gratitude to God for their life and death. We cover the
body in a special shroud, symbolizing the new dress of incorruption the person is destined to receive. We also pour oil on
the body as we do at baptism. We accompany this with incense and candles, showing our belief that the person has been
freed from darkness and going to the true Light.

Death as a Transition of Life

“O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?” (1 Cor. 15.55). Death is neither a finality signifying “the end,”
nor it is merely an evolutionary step, transferring us from one “state” to another. The Church in her wisdom
commemorates saints on the day they died in this life, calling it their day of birth into eternal life in heaven. A Christian
death means eternal life with Christ, where at the Last Judgment body and soul will be reunited and glorified together.

The Big Picture and Today’s Struggle with Cremation

In light of all that, acceptance of cremation would represent a radical departure from an established practice for which
there seems to be no adequate reason to institute a change. The argument that cemeteries waste space does not stand in a
nation as immense as our own, especially when the universality of modern transportation makes burial sites away from
urban centers easily accessible. The skyrocketing cost of burial is also not a compelling reason to sanction cremation, for
the Church does not ask that funerals be extravagant and costly, but rather that a certain amount of respect be maintained
for the human body that was once the temple of a human soul.

Thus the Church, due to a pastoral concern for the preservation of right beliefs and right practice within the Tradition of
the Fathers, and out of a sense of reverence for its departed, continues its opposition to this practice.

Each Orthodox Christian should know that since cremation is prohibited by the canons, those who are cremated will not
be permitted a funeral in the Church.

This is not a statement of judgment on the soul of the departed but rather the Church’s respect for the body, its desire to
preserve faithful tradition and the recognition of the powerful and intimate experience of the funeral and burial process in
the departure of our loved ones from this life and our presence. The “farewell kiss” offered at the funeral is an important
step in the emotional process of parting.
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Naturally, an exception occurs when the Church is confronted with the case of some accident or natural disaster where
cremation is necessary to guard the health of the living, but in these rare situations, the Church allows cremation of
Orthodox people with prior episcopal permission and only by extreme exception.

Anyone with questions on these issues or thinking about cremation should address the topic with your parish priest —
prior to any decisions or arrangements. The Church’s desire is to provide a respectful, honorable and Christian funeral
and burial for all its departed members, and your priest depends on family members assisting in making arrangements for
proper Orthodox Christian funerals and burials.

Excerpts for this article taken from the journal “Life Transfigured” (Holy Transfiguration Monastery) and the book “Contemporary
Moral Issues” (Father Stanley Harakas).

H KAIMAE

MHNHMA TOY I1P. ANAPEA ...

Avyarmuévol pov adeApot ev XoLotw,

H emox1) g MeyaAng Zagakootr)g éxet €00&l emAVW HAG KAl UTALVOUE 0€ AUTOV TOV TQOTIO £VOOOKOTNOTG,
TIQOOEVXT|G, VNOTEIAG KAL E0WTEQKO "VOuOKLOLO" Yix AAAN piar opd. Avty etvat 1) 7o eVAOYNUEVT] €TOXT] TOUL
Xo0vov, otav 1 ExkAnola, pe tnv dmeon co@ia g, pag divel TNV evKALQlot vt TAQOVIE ELALKQLVA X ATIOYQAPT
¢ Cwng HAG KAl V& TIROETOLUAOTOVUE Tatetva Y v Eopt) twv Eoptwv, v évdoén Avaotaon tov Kuptov,
Oeov kat Lwtows Nuwv Inoovg Xowotov, to ayo Iaoxa. Mia amod TG O ONUAVTIKES KAL OVOLAXOTIKEG TITUXEG
avtrg G dxdkaoiag elvat To Mvotrpto e Zuppdinong, yvwoth kat wg EEopoAdynon ... dvotuxws, avtd to
Mvototo €xel, yevikd, yivel pia dotunm avagoei oto mageA0ov 1) éxet xabel MANRwWe and epudc ws péAN g
ExkAnoiac.

‘Exovtag évav ITvevpatko Tatépa (eE0H0AOY0) elval éva onuUavTiKod OToLXelo TNG XOLOTIAVIKTG MG AVATITUENG
KQL TOL TEOTOL Cwr|G ... ’AAQ pnv mdeete Tov AGYO TOV dIKO HOL YL 'avTO, akKoVOTE TL Aéve KATIOLOL AYIOL TG
ExkAnoiag yia to 0éua avto:

«Ilec 0Aa oTov mvevuatiko oov natépa kat o Kopiog Oa éxer édeoc oe oéva kar Oa Eepvyelc ano TNy avtandt.
AAAG av vouiCete 0Tt yvawpilete meploodTepa yi TNy mvevuatikn Cwn amo ToV TIVEVUATIKO 0AC TIATEPX KAl E0ELC
OTAUATATE V& TOV AETE TA TTAVTA YL TOV EQVTO 0aG Ue TN eEopoAoynon, 10te Oa oag eEMITPATEL AUECWS VA TIEOETE
o€ kamoia PevdaioOnon, wote va dopOwbeite.» - Aytoc Lidovay o Aytopeitnc

«O mvevpaTIikoc natépac delxvel Lovo to dpouo, Omwe pia Tvakida, aAda mpémer va to dwaoxioovpe ot (dwot. Eav o
TIVEVUATIKOG Ttatépag deixvel Tov dpouo kar o paontne dev kweitatr o idlog, t0te dev Oa el omovdnmote kat Oa
oamioel kovta oty Tuvakida.» - Ayioc Nixovac tnc Ontivag

«Omotoc poei tic auaptiec tov, Oa otapatnoer va auaptaver. Kat omotoc ta opodoyel Oa Adfer apeon. Evac
avOpwmnoc dev umopel va eykatadeiper ) ovvnbela tne auaptiac av 6ev kepdioel mpwta TNV Pl evavtiov Tng
auaptiag, ovTe umopel va Aafer apeon tne apaptiac xwplic eSopoAoynon tne auaptiac. A0tL n ouoloyia Tne
auaptiac eivarn artia e aAnOwnc tanewoppoovvnc.» - O Aytoc loadax o Lopoc

Avtd, puowd, etvat povo pepukd magadelypata yux to T €xet va mel 11 Op06do&n Iepa Iapddoorn pag yux )
onuaota e EEopoAdynone kat yix v avantuln piag oxéong pe évav Ivevpatiko IHatépa. Metd and 6Aa, o
kaOévag and epds Oa umogovoe va emw@eAnOel amod TO Vo €xeL KATOOV TOL HAG LTTOoTNEILEL KAL TIOL UAg
kaOodnyel otV Mogeia Tov TveLHATIKOL pag Taliov. Kavévag and pag eival povoc. Atyo @ayntod yuo v

okéPn.

Zag evxopat eVAOYNUEVT ZaQaKoOTr), Kol TAQAEVW O TATIELVOS 0o dDOoVAOG ev Kupolw,

FAvVOpéag




PAGE 8 THE LADDER

HITAPAMONH TOY EYAITEAIEMOY -AIAK. ©OMAY. SHELLEY

O ovpavog g maapovrc ov EvayyeAlopov to 1996 nrav Eexdbagog kat akivntog. Auvth 1) CLYKEKQLUEVT
VOXTA ONUadeVTIKE ATIO VOV KOOUIKO ETUOKETITY), VAV KATOIKO TV HAKQLVV TEQWV TOL NALXKOU CLOTIHATOSG
TIOL TEEQVOVOE YIx ALYO TEQa ATt TN Y1) HE TN QEVYAAER, OOV OPEVTOVA TLEQLOTQOPT] TGS YVow atd Tov ‘HAlo.

Ot kour|teg dev etvat OTAVIOL - XIALADES €XOLV avaKaALEOEL AVA TOUG ALWVES, OL TQOXLEG TOUG €XOLV EVTOTIOTEL,
oL Béoelg Toug €xovv oxedwnotel. AAAG oL pwtetvol Kounteg elval omaviol, kat 1 meoBAeYmn vy to eav évag
OUYKEKQLUEVOS KOUTTNG Oat elval aQietd pwTetvog wote va @atvetatl Xwolg Borjfeix amod kAl elvat g oA
avaxopng eruotiun. IToAv ovxva oL mMEoodokieg EemeQVOLV THV TIOAYUATIKOTNTA KAL O KOOUKOG ETOKETTNG
TIAQAUEVEL KQUUHEVOS ATIO T HATLA.

‘Etot, n magapovr) tov EvayyeAlopot g ©@eotokov va koopeltat amd évav QwTELVO KOUNTN - TO00 HAAAOV €vag
oAk TOTOOETNUEVOS KOVTA O€ évav amo TOUG TO YVWOTOUS A0TEQLOUOVS TOL ovpavoy, T MeyaAn Agxto,
NTav KATL Tov ovpPatvel pa opa ot Cwr).

To yeyovoég 0Tt autdg 0 KOUNTNG NTaV AYVWOTOS Kol aAveEEQEVVNTOC €W OTOL avixveLONKe and tov ldnwva
aotpovopo Yuji Hayakutake Arydtego amd dvo pnvec mowv, ékave autOv TOV KOOUIKO ETUOKETTN TNV 7O
KATAAANAT €xmANEN amtd Tov Oed, 0 omolog o€ avTr) TV €00t dNAwVvel Héow ToL ayyeAlopogov Tov I'afomA ot
«OAa T TEAY AT ebvat duvatin.

[Tapd TOLG LTOAOYIOTEG g VYMANG TaxVvTNTAg, Tar eEAYHEVA HATIAX KL Tot ALTIX HaG 0To Babv didotnua,
QAKOT KAL TO DIAXCTNUIKO TNAETKOTIO HaG oV Boloketat o€ TRoXWh, 0 Oedc eEakoAovOel va ouveyiCet To éQyo g
Anpuoveyiag Tov. Evw o krjovkag tov ExkAnowotr), pmogel va Oonvel 0TL dev LTTAQXEL «TITIOTA VEO KATW ATO TOV
NA», 1 Eapvikn) eppavion tov kountn Hayakutake emifepaiwoe avt' avtov tnv mpopnreia tov Hoala, «idov
€Y TOLQW KAV,

O ovyxooviopuog dev Oa pmogovoe va rav kaAvtepog. ' tn yiootr) tov EvaryyeAlopot agood «éva katvovoyto
noaypor: H Eapvucr) kat angooddkntn a@lén evog ayyeAtopogov - tov ayyéAov I'afomA- oty mapOevikr)
Maolo a6 ) Nalaér.

Metald twv avOpwnwv tng apxaiag Méong AvatoArg, oL kourteg OewpovvTav ayyeAloQOQoL, POELS eWT0EwWV
Kat TEouNOeteg Twv pHeAAOVTIKWV TRy HAT@V. OHWS TO UVUHO TOU KOUTTI eTOKETTI) OV €YLVe TTOTE OEKTO e
XaQd. AvTtég oL OMTaoieg TMOTELOTAV OTL T)TAV OL TIEOAYYEAOL TNG KATAOTQOPT|G: TOL TOAEUOV, TNG Melvag 1) TG
erudnuiac. H eppdvion toug Bewpndnke otL moonyeitat tov Oavatov twv BacAladwy Kat TG MTwWoNG TwV
eOvav. Ta véa touvg k&aBe dAAo mapa kaAa Mtav. Oocot yvaollav va dovv To ONUddL 0TouG oVEAVOUS T|TAV
YeUATOL POPO Ylx AUTO IOV ETIQOKELTO CUVTOHA Vot €00¢L.

[Tooo duxpopetikd, Aotmov, Nrav to unvopa tov F'aBomA! Eekivnoe anAd «Mn @oBaocaw. Pvowda n Maota Oa
popotav. OLayyeAor dev eiyav ) ovvrfewa va ertiokénrovtat tovg Ovntovs. Kat, 0mwg kaBe evoefr|c EBoatlog, 1
Maola Oupodtay kabe xoovo - kaBOe avolén k&Be €Toug - i PoE& oL évag dyyeAog emokemTOTAV TOLG OVnTovG
otmv Atyvnto. Ekelvog o emiokénng ftav o AyyeAog tov Oavatov. Kabe IMaoxa Ntav pix avapvnorn ot o
AvyyeAog Tov Oavatov eixe mepdoel Mavw amnd ta onitiax Twv Efpaiwv, eva xtumovoe tovg Aryvmnttiovs. Otav o
ayyeAog I'aPomA eppaviotnke tnv avotén otn Nalagét, 1 Maopla meémet apéows va pofr|Onke ot egxotav va
e apaéoel ) Cwn. I[Tag Oa pmogovoe évag avoléldtikog dyyeAog va etvat ayyeAog Cwr|g;

Qotooo, yix tn Magla, ftav tavtdoxoova évag ayyeAog g Cwrg - kat Ouws évag Tou omolov to ufvupa Oa
émougve Kot 0 HETAHOQPWVOTAV TIEAYHATL TN Cwr) TG EVWOVOVTAG TNG HE TOV TIO Olkelo TEOTO e tov Oed Tov
Anuoveyd mc. O Adyog Héow Tov 0ToloL £YLVE 1) Y1) KAL O 0LEAVOS Kol 1) OdAacoa. avTr) TOL 0 OLEAVOG KoL 1 YN
D&V UTOEOVV Vot UYKQATIIO0LY, Ba YIvotay éva HOVO KUTTAQO 0TI HIToa TNG Kat Oa peyadwoet exel yix va yivet
0 Y'10¢ tov Yitotov, o Lwtrjoag Xeotog o Kvpuog.

Towe, pe évav dLeoTEAUEVO TEOTO, AVTOG O AXYYEAKOS AYYEALOPOQOS £PEQE TNV KATAOTOOPT] OTIWS O KOUT)TNG
OHOAOYOG Tov. AuTd To TtadL, To oTtoto Ba NTav «uéyas Kot Yi1og Tov Ypiotov» kat «Ba tov d00nke 0 OpovVog TOv
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[Tatéoa tov AaBid» Oa mEoknELoTOTAV €TIONG WG «T TTWON TWV £OVAV Kal Twv PaciAeiwy, Kat éva onuadt Tov
Oa ermwOel evavtiovr. Kat, yia ) Mapia, Oa vntrjoxe mpoowrtikdg movog kat mabog «yatt éva omadt O toumnjoet
Kat v Puxr) oov».

AAAG N Mapia €dwoe To BéANUA TG oto BéAnua tov Oeov Tatépa, To pvaAd Tng oto vou Tov Inoov, tov Yiov tov
®cov, kal to cwpa TG 0to Oeod to Ayio Ivevua. ‘Eywve, oe pia otrypr) Tov xoOvov, HOVAOLKA OLVOEDEEVT] LE TNV
Avyia Towxda wg kopn tov Iatéoa, Mntéoa tov Yiov kat vign tov Ivevuatog. 11 mowtn anmobrkn tov Lopatog
tov XQLoTov, otV O g VT, 0 TMEwWTog XotoTtiavos. To «vaw vrakorg kot tiotng s Maplag avétoee to
«va TNG TMEWTNG NG MNTEQAS KAL TG KNS Hag, To «vaw g Evag otnv e&éyegon kat v apagtio. AAOewx, n
Maola etvar n magapovr) tov EvayyeAiopot tng ®eotokov.

Tnv napapovr) tov EvayyeAlopot g @eotdkov XAQLoe TEAYUATL EVAG OVQAVIOG ETILOKETITNG, TTOADV XAQITWHEVOGS,
TIOAV evvVoNUéVOG.

I'a tov ®cd dAx Mty duvatd - akoun kat ot tapBévec ot Nalapét umogel va cLAA&PBovv. Me tov Oed 0Aa ta
MEAYHATA elvat TOAVA - AKOUTN KAL AYVWOTOL KAL ATIQOCOOKNTOL KOUT|TES UTIOQEL VA PAEYOVTAL OTOV AXVOLELATLKO
ovavo. Me tov ®ed 6Aa Oa etvat duvatad, yiati Avtog MOv KAVEL TOAAX «KAvoURYLX TIOAYHATo» Ui péoa Oa
KKAVEL T TIAVTA VEQ».

Ac ovAAoylotovue ta ovxva emavaAapPavopeva Aoyt tov 5000 WaApov: «Anuiovynoe péoa pov kadagr)
kaEdy, Océ, kat avavéwoe éva 0000 TvedUX HETA LOL>.

H XPIXTIANIKH OEXH I'TA THN KAYXH TQN NEXPQN

H xavon twv vekgwv anod tnv anon e XoLoTLavikrs avlgwnoloyiag kat nOikng.

H tapr) twv vexowyv, dev amoteAel doypato 0éua pe v évvol kdmoov doyuatkov ogov. H avaotaon twv
VeKQWV, otnV oTtoia Tiiotevel N ExkAnoia, dev Oa eEapmnOel amd v tagn) 1) TV kavon Touvs. AAAG kat amd v
AAAN MAELEA, N TAPT] TWV VEKQWV eV elval aoxetn pe tn doypatiky miotn g ExkAnoilac. H mootiunon g
TAPNS KoL 1 amoeou TG KAVOEWS TWV VEKQWY CLVOEOVTAL OTeVA pe TV mtiotn g EkkAnoiag yux tov dvOowmo
KQLTO OKOTIO TG LTIAOEEWS TOVL.

H ExxAnoia dev anootoégetal 1o owpa, aAAd to tipd. O avBownog eikoviCet tov Oed 0XtL HOVO wG PuxT), aAA&
Kat wg owpa. Euova Oeov elval to ovvaugotepov, Ppuxn kat oopa. Kat o okomog tov avOowmov we meoownov
Tov ekoviCet Tov Oed elval va xwoéoel péoa Tov ToV eKoVILOpeVo, dNAadn tov do Tov Bed. OAa ta dAAx
LTTOTACOOVTAL KAL EVIAOCTOVTAL OTOV OKOTIO aAUTO. AV Kol 1) KAUOT) TOU CWHATOS OLVEBALVE VA LTINEETEL TOV OKOTIO
aUTO, HTIOQOVOE V& Yivel OxL HOVO amodeKTr), aAAd kat emt@uunt).

Ot xowtiavol mov katadwkaloviav otov Ok mueag Odavato dev tov amépevyav, aAAd Ttov vmépevav
TMEOOPAETIOVTAG OTNV TeAKN €VWOoT] TOUG He TOV XQLOTO. XAQAKTNOLOTIKI] Eval 1) EUXT] TIOL DIATUTIWVEL O XYLOG
Iyvatiog o Oeopogoc yix tov eavtd tou: «ITvp kat otavpds, Onplwv te ovotdoels, avatoual, dxéoelc,
OKOQTIUOHOL 00TEWV, OUVYKOT HeAWV, aAeopuol 6Aov TOL CWHATOG... et epé eoxéobwoav, povov tva Inoov
Xototov emitvxw». O MOB0g avTOS Yo TANEN AQavIoHO dev opeldetal o ex0QOTNTA TEOS TO CWHA 1) TNV VAN,
aAA& otV aydnn touvg Eog Tov XpLoto. Etvat o mobog yux ) pavépwon tng ovtoAoyikr)c aAnelag tng ewovac.

Ex0pd6tnta moog 1o owpa magatnoeitat otic avatoAkéc Oonokelec kat Vv edwAoAatolo. H ExkAnoia dev PAémet
0 owpa eX0pkA oUTe To Oewel we «onua», dMAAdT we TAPo, OTtws To Bewpovoe o TTAdTwy, Yix va BéAeL va To
apavioet. To avBpwnvo owpa etvat vaodg tov Aylov ITvevpartoc. Etvat n Cwvtavr) EkkAnola, péoa otnv omola
KaAeital va Aatpevoet o avOpwmog tov Oeo. Kat dmotot Aatpevovy aAnOwva tov Oco, OepeAovouy pe ta Aelpoava
Toug TS KTLoTég ExkAnoieg, mov oteyalovv toug Lwvtavovs. I't avtd 1) ExkkAnola tipd ta Aeipava twv aylwv ko
Ta dlatnet we ToAVTIHOLS Bnoavove.

I'a v ExkAnoia n avBpwmivn poon elval T000 1epr) kat ouyyevrg Eog tov B0, woTte va Pmoéoel va evwOel pe
avTov o¢ pa adlaipetn vootaon. ‘Etot otnv vrtdéotaon tov Xootov to avOowmivo CWHa eVveTal adlailpeta kat
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aovyxvta pe TNV G0Nt TOL, VW OTIC avOQWTILVES VTTIOOTACELS TO OWHA déxeTal TV dxTiotn Oelor XAom kat
petéxet ot Oela Cor). T'U avto o Xowotiavog dev amootpé@etal To owpa Tov, ovte OéAel va to amofdAet wg
ex0owo, aAA& emBupet TV ev Xolotw avaxaivion kat apOagtomoinor) tov.

Ormolog BAETeL TO VekQO owHa we Aelpavo, we oefaotd dNAadY| katdAolrto g avOpwTvNg vVTaREewes, OéAeL va
to tunoel. Kaw oty mepinmtwon avty 1 tapr] 11 otn ouvvéxewan n dixtrionon Twv 00Twv eival eer. AAAwote
YvweiCovpue orpega OTL Kol T E€Q& 00TA dLATNEOVV CwvTavt) TN PLOAOYIKT) TALTOTNTA TOL VEKQOV, AAAL XL KAL)
otaxtn. Omnolog opwg PAEmEeL TO vekQO avOQWTIVO WU WG UAKAPBOLO TTTWHA ELVAL PUOLKO VX TO ATIOOTQEPETAL
kat va 0éAer va to efapavioel. Aev dakpivet oVUPoAR, aAA& QULOKA avTikelpeva ple XONOTIKY) N Ko
xonpatotiky ala. Anopovel v Kapdid kat oképretat Aoykd. Me v meoPANUATIKY HAALOTX TWV pEYAAWY
AOTIKWV KEVTOWV Oewpel AOyKOTEQN Kl MOAKTIKOTEQN TNV KavON TwV vekowv. To povo Aoyikd kevo mov
maQapével €dw, elvatl yuatl va vtapxet pa AoKOTI kaxOoT), XWEIS TavTOXQOVN XOT1)0T] TOL VALKOU Tov UmoQel va
TIEOKVYPEL ATIO TO VEKQO OWHA.

Ye oAoxkAnen v wrogix e IaAade Aix@nkng kat g adiaigetng Xootixvoovvng 1 kavoT TwV VEKQWV
avtipetwniCetal we ewwAoAatokr) ovvrfewx kat Oewpeitatl wg amokgovotiky] mEALT. Ewodteon, 0 d1d mueag
Oavatog ovvdéetat oty IaAawd AwxOnkn pe eexOn) eyrAnuata. H Kawvr) Aux@rjkn Oewel avtovontn tnv taegr)
TWV VEKQWYV, €Vw 0TV otola tng ExkkAnolag Hovo duiwkTeg g KATtéQpuyav otV anotéPEuoT) TWV CWHATWY TwV
Xootiavwy, Y va eEa@avioovy T pVHUn Toug kat va AN Eovy TNy eATda g avaotdoews tovs. Katd touvg
VEWTEQOVE, TEAOC, XOOVOUS 1 KAVOT] TWV VEKQWV EQAQUOTONKE KAl (WG KATIOLX LOQEPT| EEAYVIOUOV TOL KOOUOUL aTtd
TNV QoL T X TOUG.

H 0éAnon yux myv eagpavion 1 ) dXTr)onoT ToL VEKQOU TWHATOS OTOV TAPO OCLVOEETAL AHETR HE TNV
tortoBétnomn tov avOpwmnov amévavtt otov Odvato. Otav kamolog emiBuuel va Anopovnoet tov Oavato, etvat
PLOWKO va OéAeL va e€aavioel kaOetl Tov ovvdéetal pe avtov 1) Tov vrtevOvpilel. Kat 0" avto OwoakiCetat amd
T OXETIKA ovoTHUaTa TNG kKowvwviag pas. OAa BonBovv otnv anoownnon tov Bavatov. Méoa oto kKAipa avtd
elvat PLOKO VA ETOLWKETAL KAl 1) éEaAvIon ToL VekQoL avOowTrivov ocwpatos. H tagpn oto pvrjua datneel
HVT)UN: TN Hviun tov vekpov, aAAd kat tov Bavdtov. Kat yix va diatngel kAmolog T pvrun avt, xwels va
BaoaviCetal, xoetdletat va mOTeVEL 0T ViKT evavtiov Tov BavAatov.

O Xowotvég motevel ot VKN vt Kol TEQUUEVEL TNV aVAOTAON: «TIROODOKW® AVATTAOLY VEKQWV». TTeouévet
TNV AVAOTAOT] TTOL APOEA& OAOKANEN T1 CwHATOPLXIKT] TOL LTtooTaoT). ITeotpével Tnv avdotaon Tov katvovylov
avOwmov Héoa amo TO CWHA TOL POElPETAL OTIWS TEQLUEVEL KAL TO KALVOUQYLO OLTAQL HECA ATIO TOV OTIOQO IOV
oamilet omn yn. Otav vrtdpxeL n ot 1) 1) TEOCVOKIA AVTY, TOTE KAL 1] OTAOT] ATEVAVTL OTOV OAVATO KAt TO VEKQO
owpa yivetat avaAoyn. Kaiw n otdon avtr] epnvéet to 10og mov kaAAegynOnie enl atwveg otov TOTO avtdv, Ve
N Koo elodyel véo 1)0oc.

H xovon twv vekpwv dev meooPBaAdel, aueoa to doypa ¢ avaotdoews. ITpoofdAAet dpws to aloOnua kat to
N0oc mov kaAAepyet To ddyHa awto. Iapapoopwvel TV mMEOOMTIKY Kkat TNV TEocdokia e ExkAnoiag yux tov
avOowro. ‘Etol Otyetal kat to dOyua, Ul TOL avto elval ogyavika evwuévo pe to 1nog kat ) Cwr) g
ExxAnoiag. Ltov 1010 avtdv, 0mov dev NTav dyvwotn 1 Kadon TwV VEKQWYV, kKallepwOnke pe T XOLOTIVIKY
dwaokaAla kot daxtnENONKe OTN CLVEXELX WS AVTOVONTN 1) TAPN TWV VEkQWV. Mix TEAEN cvuBoAikr), mov
naQaAANAleTat pdAota 1101 and tov AmootoAo ITavAo pe T 0TOEA TOL KOKKOL TOL OLTAQLOV Kol OUVOEETAL LLE
NV mEoodoKia NG KavoLEYLas Cwrs. Otav offr)vel 1] TEoodokia avtr, XAVeL Kat 1) Tar] T OVUBOALKT] dhoTao
mge.

I'ecboytog Mavtlapidng, Opdtipog Kabnyntrc @eoAoykrg XxoArc A.IL.O.

(amoomaopa ... IInyn: Ieproduco IMapdrAnon, LM. Aeuecov, t. 71)
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|‘ AT. KYPIAAOZYL, APXIEIT. IEPOXOAYMOQON -18 MAPTIOY

O Aywog KoOpilhog katoayotav amd tnv IloAaiotivn kow yevwhnke mbavdg 1o étog 313 p.X. ota Igpocdivpa.
Xepotovnnie lpeoPitepog vo tov Emoxomov lepocorvpumv Ma&ipov tov I (333 - 348 p.X.), Tov omoio Kot dradéyOnke
oTNV €MOKOTIKN £€0pa KATd TIC apyéc tov étovg 348 w.X., eite 61011 0 Mda&og amopakpOvVONKe omd TOVG APETIKOVG
Apelovong, eite d10TL TEbIVE.

O Ay10g apykd adtpopoVsE Yol TIG SOYHATIKES «AEMTOAOYIES) KOl ATMEPEVYE EMUEADS TOV OPO «OHOOVGLOG». 11" avtd 0
Apelavog Mntpormodritng Kacapeiog Axkdkiog evékpive v ekAoyn Tov kot Tov yepotovnoe Emickomo. AALG cuvePT kot
€0, OTL apydtepa Kol oty mepintmon tov Ayiov Meietiov, IMatpidpyov Avtioxeiog. O Aylog dev uelve €KTOG TOV
KMUOTOG TNG EMOYNG, MG TPOS TOVG OOYHOTIKOVS OyMVES KOl O TOLS TPMTOLE UAVEG TNG apylepoteiog Tov amodeiydnke e
T1g Tepipnpec Kotnynoeig tov, vrepaomiotig twv ATtopdceny kot Tov Opov g A' Otkovpevikig Zuvodov.

Tovg aymveg tov Ayiov Kvupitdov e&nipe kaw n ev Kovotavrivovmoher Zovodog tov £tovg 382 pX.: «Thg 8¢ y& untpog
anac®v TV ExkAnocidv, tig &v Tepocoivuolc, tov aideoiumtatov Kopilhov Eniockomov eivar yvopilouev. Kovovikde 1€
Tapd TV i Emapyiag yeipotovnBévo Talal Kol TAEIoTO TPOG TOVG APELavovg £V d10popols TOTolg GO cOvVTOY.

H doypatikn torobétnon tov Ayiov Kupiddov vanpée n npotn artia pi&ewcg pe tov Enickomo Akdxio Kaioapeiag, o onoiog
o1 ovvéyewn {NTtovoe JAPOPES APOPUES Yo VO KATACTPEWEL TOV Aylo. Agutepn artio fTav 1 S0QOopd GYETIKA UE TNV
Oka10d00ia TV dVo edpdV. Q¢ YV®OGT, AOY® KOTAGTPOPNG TG TOAE®S TV lepocordpmv 1 ekel XpioTlovikn KowoTnta
dlooKopmionKe, UeTd O TNV €MOVOIKOOOUNOT aVTHG Ol XploTiavoi nTav Aiyot, yU' avtd ce Mntpomoin avadeiynke n
npwtevovoa g [Moiaiotivig, Kawsdpeia. Metd amd Alyo, étav ot Xpiotiovoi tov Igpocordbumv avénbnkav, n Exickomn
Iepocolopmv {Rmoe anokatdotaon tng moAaidg avtng 0écems. To 325 pn.X. n A' Owovpevikr XHvodog, 61d Tov 70V
Kavovog avtig, opile v tudton weitepa kotd to apyoic €0a o Emickomog Atwiiog, dniadr lepocordpwmv, n o¢
Mntpdémorin Kawsopeiog v dwutnpei to okeio a&iopo. H acdoeia g dwtvnmceng tov Koavovog npokdiece diéveén
peta&d tov Ayiov Kvpiddov kot tov Akaxiov.

O televtaiog NTav o TAEOVEKTIKY BEom AdY® Tng vTooTnpifews avtov amd tov Apelavd avtokpdatopa Kevetavtio (337 -
361 n.X.) xou apov Ppnke mpdeacn katd tov Ayiov Kvpildov, 0Tl 6g Kapd AOD TOVANGE 1EPA KEWNALL Kol ovadnpoto
Y0 VoL TPOGPEPEL TPOPT| G€ Amopovs, Kabaipeose Tov Aylo 61d Zuvddov, 1 omoia cuvniBe ota lepocdrvpa, To €tog 357 w.X.
KoL Tov amopdkpuve amd exel.

O Aywog Kopilrog e&opictnke omv Tapcd tng Kihikiog kot €ywve dektog vd tov ekel Emiokdnov ZidPavov, o omoiog
anépprye v a&imon Tov Akakiov va dlakoyeL TV ertkowvovio Tov pe Tov Aylo. Qot6co o Aylog Kupihhog {ntovee va
OtepevvnBel 1 vmoBecn Tov amd peyaArvtepn Xvvodo. Ilpdypati, n Xvvodog n omoie cuviABe to étog 359 p.X. ota
Iepocodivpa, Tov amokatéotnoe Kot Tov 00mmaoe, 0AAG 0 AKAKIOG, apod Katépuye otV Kovotoviivodmodn, potainoce Tig
OTOQACELS TNG ZVVOOoL TOV lepocoidumy o1' dAANG Xvvodov, 1 omoio cuvniAbe 10 €10¢ 360 p.X. otnv Kovetavtivoumoin
Kot emkvpwoe v kabaipeon kot e€opia Tov Ayiov Kvpidiov.

O Aywog Kbpiidog eméatpeye oty £6pa tov, 6mm¢ kot ot Aotmol e€dpiotol Emickonol, to étog 361 p.X., emi avtokpdtopa
IovAlavov tov IMapafdtov, o omoiog Bélovtag va Exel Kovid Tov OAOVLE Tovg €xOpovc Tov avtoxkpdtopa Kmvotdvtiov,
avakdiese tovg eEdplotoug Apylepeic. O Ayrog aucBavdtay v avdykn va emdobel 6T SLOMOILoVeT TOL TOLUVIoL TOV.
AMAG petd tov Bdvato Tov lovAtavoy tov Hapafdtov, otig 26 Toviiov 363 p.X., eEopicOnke kot TaAL 0md TOV ALTOKPATOPO
Ovain (364 - 378 n.X.) yia évdeka ypovia kot eravirbe ota lepocdivpa petd tov Bdvarto Tov avtokpdtopa, to £tog 378
n.X.

O Avytoc Kopihhog ko Onke pe gipnvn to €tog 387 p.X.

To xOpo épyo tov eivar ot Koamynoeig (23 oto 6Ovolo), o1 omoieg ekpmvnOnkav Kotd ™V Sudpkeln g Meyaing
Tecoapoakootig kol ™ Awakovnoipov eBdopddag tov €tovg 348 w.X. ot Pactvkny ¢ Avaotdcews. XKomdg TmV
Kommynoeov Ntav a' evog pev n eiloaywyn tov Katnyovpévov otig Bepehdoetg didackalieg g Tiotemg kot Tov 1nbucon
Biov Tov Xplotiavav, oe' etépov de 1 eovépmon tov Muotmpiov g Exkinciog otoug NeofanticBévieg. H aio tov
Kommymoeov tov Ayiov Kvpiddhov eivar avororoyiotn. Kavéva épyo mpo avtov dev gueovilel e 1001 TOpOcTUTIKOTITO
oxedov 6A0 10 TeAetovpykd G OpBodotov Exiinociog, kobmdg kol To HLGTNPOKd Kol OYlOGTIKO GUGTNUO LE TOOM
KOTOTANKTIKT OUOOTNTO TPOG TO, PEXPL ONUEP TEAOVUEVA GTO VOO, MGTE dKooAoYNUEVE va Bempodpe 0T o1 Katnynoeig
tov Ayiov Kvpidhov amotelobv €ktumn ovamopdotacn kol oty mpaén dathpnorn avtig e idg g ATOGTOMKNG
Tehetovpykng [apaddoemc.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2
ai.
Sunday of
St Gregory
Palamas
8:30 am Orthros
9:45 am Divine
Liturgy
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Sunday of the Greek School Greek School Greek School S tFir:lt p
Prodigal Son 5pm-7pm 5pm-6:30pm 5pm-7pm argreay o
8:30 am Orthros P P P P P P Souls
9:45 am Divine 8:30 am Orthros
Liturgy Parish Council 9:45 am Div. Liturgy
Meeting
7pm
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Judgement Greek School Greek School Greek School Second
Sunday 5pm-7pm 5pm-6:30pm 5pm-7pm Saturday of
8:30 am Orthros Souls
9:45 am Divine 8:30 am Orthros
Liturgy 9:45 am Div. Liturgy
Phli\:fptf”h"s Fr. Andrew will be away from the parish from March 11-21
eeting
after
Divine Liturgy
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Forgiveness Clean Monday Greek School Presanctified Greek School First Third Saturday of
Sunday i . Souls
5pm- Litur -
(Cheesefare Great Comoline pm-7pm 0 iy 5pm-7pm Salutations to 8:30 am Orthros
Sund p e the Theotokos |  9.45 am Div. Litur
ay) 6:30 DL **Will be held at 8y
8:30 am Orthros PUPp St. Toh 6:30 pm Sunday of Orthodoxy
9:45 am Divine -John Pan Orthodox
Liturgy C.hrystos'tom Vespers at
Vespers of this evening** Sts. Constantine &
Forgiveness Greek School Helen, Reading
5pm-6:30pm 5:00pm
¥
25 el 26 27 28 29 30
Greek School Presanctified Greek School Second
Annunciation of i -
5pm-7pm Liturgy 5pm-7pm Salutations to
Orthodoxy the Theotokos pm-/p 6:00pm pm=p the Theotokos
8:30 am Orthros 8:30 am Orthros Father will be out **Will be held at 6:30 pm
9:45 am Divine 9:45 am Div. Liturgy of office to attend St. John
Liturgy = Clergy Retreat Chrystostom
. Greek SC?"I‘I’I ] March 26-28 this evening**
rogram to follow
Divine Liturgy Greek Greek School
Independence Day 5pm-6:30pm




MapTtioc 2024

Agv Tot Ter Ilep I Laf
1 2
)
Kvpiakn tov
Avy.Tonvyopiov
HaAapa
8:30 it OB og
9:45 T Aettovg.
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Kvgiaxn tov EAANVIKO EAANVIKO EAANVIKO lov
Acwrtov XxoAgio XxoAeio IxoAgio Wvxooappatov
. r i e _ 8:30 mt OOog
8:30 mtu QQGQOC Sup-7pp Spup-6:30 pp SHp-7pup 9:45 1 Aertovg.
9:45 T Aettovg.
Evogiakd
ZvppovAio
7up
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Kuguakn e E)\)\qvtrco E)\)\qvt/no EAAT]V[/KO 20v
A e XxoAeio LxoAeio XxoAeio Wvxooappatov
AT(OI/CQ&(U 5uu-7 5up-6:30 up SUp-7up 8:30 mt Opbpog
8:30 it Oebeog HH=HH ) 9:45 Tt Aertovg.
9:45 mu Aettovo.

O ITp. Avdpéag Ba eivar exTog TOoL YOk 11-21 MagTiov

DiAOTTTWXO0G
Zuvavtnon
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 30
Kvguaxr g Ka®aga EAANVIKO Igonytagpévn EAANVLKO WI;X;JG“B!?T;V
, , ) ‘ ] :30 T 0
Luyxwenoews Aevtéga ExoAgto AS?{%"QY“" ExoAsio A’ XawgeTiopol | g5 n:ll A::rc?v;
. ’ :00 up : .
98-'100 nu/(\)gegog SUp-7pp * Yo SUp-7pp 6:30 up /
:15 T Aertovo. MéYOL Aytoc Iwdvvng Kvgiaxn ™s
AROdetmv Xovodaotouog 099060‘(’[,0@
EomeQvog tng TLOOELTVO auTo To amodyevpa ** [avogBododLov
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AGE 14 EASTER CARD THE LADDER
Community Pascha Card - Kowotwr IaoyaAwn Képta '

-

[t’s that time of year when we as a Community come together and share
our warm Pascha wishes through a Community Easter Card

Eivar avtn n oty un tov xpovov mov uotpalouacte tic Ocpuéc
nwoxaAwéc evxéc pag péow e Haoxadwnc Kaptac

Your participation in this card will help support

the Special Funds project to update the classrooms
H ovpuuetoxn oac otnv kapta Oa fondnoet tnv avaxavion Twv oxoAkwv taéewv

** Minimum Donation: Individual/Family $25, Awpea $25 **

Your donation can be mailed or brought to the church office
** NO later than Sunday, March 24, 2024 -IIpoOeopio Kvprakr, 24 Maptiov 2024 **

Make checks payable to :
Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation

Thank you for your generous support! Lag evxapiotooue yia v vrmootnpién oag!

Your Name/Ovopa:

Name as you would like it to appear in the Paschal Card

To 6vopa cac 0mwe O OéAate otV KAQTA

Please print clearly - Extvniwote kaBOapa

S S S S S A S R S R R S R D R DR D R DR




MARCH 2024 EASTER DONATIONS PAGE 15

The Great Lent and Easter Season is approaching quickly and once again we are asking for your
contributions and donations towards the adornment of our Church during the Lenten and Pascha season.
H mepiodog ¢ MeydAng Zapakoatr|s Kot Tov [Tdoxa mANoL&lel kat yia GAAN pa @opd oag Intapue
Swpeés yla Tov oToAloud ™6 EkkAnoiog pag katd tnyv mepiodo g Zapakootns Kat tou [doxa.

Great Lent begins March 18th -H MeyaAn Xapakootn ekiva otig 18 Maptiov

[MapakaAovpe kaAéote To ypaeio ¢ ExkAnolag edv evllagépeate va
Swploete KATOL0 ATO TA TAPAKATW CUYKEKPLUEVA (6T
Please call the Church office ASAP if you are interested in donating any of the following specific items.
717-741-4200 or email: annunciationyorkpa@gmail.com

Salutations to the Virgin Mary (4 Icons) - $60 each

__March22nd ___March29th __ April5 __ April12
____Flowers for the Akathist Hymn Icon -$60
DONATED Flowers for the Icon of the Annunciation and on the Iconostasion - $180 DONATED
____Daffodils/Jonquils for the Veneration of the Cross & Icon - $150
____Flowers for Saturday of Lazarus Icon -$60

____ Flowers for Palm Sunday Icon - $120

_____Palms for Palm Sunday Crosses- $300

_____Vayia for Holy Saturday morning service- $220

____ Flowers for the Icon of the Bridegroom - $60

____Flowers for the Icon of the Last Supper - $60

_____Flowers for the Icon of the Apokathelosis -$60

_____Twelve candles for Twelve Gospels, Holy Thursday -$100
____Donations towards purchasing flowers for the Kouvouklion - $2,500
DONATED Flowers for the Resurrection Banner - $100 DONATED
DONATED Flowers for the Resurrection Icon -$120 DONATED

____Lily Plants for Iconostasion and Altar table, Narthex & windows(35 plants) - $35 each
____Wreath for Crucifixion on Holy Thursday - $150

Myrrh-Bearers Icon -$60

_____Incense, Priest’s Anastasi Candle - $350

____Potted Flowers for Crucifixion (20 plants) - $35 each
____Altar Anastasi Candle -$200

_____Additional General Donations

Your name:

Indicate the item you wish to donate:

In Memory of:

For the Health of:

Your support and generosity is greatly appreciated! Yag evyapiotovue yia 1 yevvatodwpia kat vtootpér) oag




PHILOPTOCHOS THE LADDER

Annunciation York Philoptochos

Lenten Spreads - Xopoxkootiova
* Pre-order by Sunday, March 10th
* Pick up on Sunday, March 17th after Divine Liturgy
To order call - I'o napayyshio koléote:

Marina Rontiris 717-332-3809 OR Diaconissa Janet Shelley 717-880-0888

Xovpovg All lenten spreads
Vegetarian hummus packaged in
(Chickpeas) 8 0z containers.
Thank you for supporting
the Philoptochos!

206 ELYOPIGTOVLE Y10 TNV

VTOGTNPLEN -
H Oulomtmyoc

*Payment by cash or check made to
Greek Ladies Philoptochos *

Mehtlovocurdta Torgvada ehag
Melitzanosalata Olive tapenade
(Eggplant) $10

$10




Annunciation York Goya
Lagana Sale

As we approach Great Lent, it’s our tradition to consume laganes on Clean Monday.
The Goyans are selling laganes as part of their fundraising efforts.

$8 each or 2 for $15 (with or without sesame seeds)
Orders Due by Sunday, March 10, 2024

*Pick up is Sunday, March 17th in the social hall after Divine Liturgy*
Goya members will be taking orders on Sundays after Liturgy
or Contact: Alisa Panopoulos at 717-880-0140 or appanop@comcast.net to place your order
**Payment by cash or check made to:York Goya

1
Kabnh¢ mAinoialer n Meydin Xapoakootn,
[Tapaxaiovue fondnote v 'kdyo
ayopalovtog Tig mapadactakég Aayaves yio v Kabapd Asvtépa.

Kéotog: $8 yia pio 1y $15 yia 600 (ue N yopic covodapt)
[opayyehisc u€ypt v Kvprokn, 10 Maptiov 2024

H roporafn yiverar tnv Kvpuakn, 17 Maoptiov

o1V Kowvovikn aibovca petd mm Octia Asttovpyia

H I'kdyra 0o Aappavovy mapayyerieg 1i¢ Kuplaxkég petd tm Asttovpyio
N Enwcowvovia pe mv: Adica [Tavomrodiov cto 717-880-0140
1 appanop(@comecast.net Y10 VO KAVETE TNV Toporyyerio cog
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PARISH COUNCIL - ENOPIAKO XYMBOYAIO

Parish Council Meeting: January 9, 2024

Present: Father Andrew Tsikitias, Lola Lamnatos, George Karanicolas, Kelly Sheasley, Maria Skouras, Pete Harmantzis,
Dr. Nick Agapis, Tom Livaditis, Chris Barakos, Nick Barakos, Zach Harmantzis, Toli Vainas

1. Prayer and Father’s Opening Remarks
-The meeting began at 7:05 with a prayer by Father Andrew.

-A motion was made by Maria S. to add Toli Vainas as a member of the Parish Council, seconded by Kelly S. and all voted in favor.

-Father Andrew welcomed everyone to the upcoming year on the Parish Council.

2. Election of Officers

-President: Lola Lamnatos was nominated by Nick A., seconded by Nick B. She accepted the nomination and all voted in favor.

-Vice President: George Karanicolas was nominated by Zach H., Nick A. seconded, he accepted and all voted in favor.
-Treasurer: Kelly Sheasley was nominated by Pete H., Chris B. seconded, she accepted and all voted in favor.
-Secretary: Maria Skouras was nominated by Pete H., seconded by Chris B., she accepted and all voted in favor.

3. Approval of Minutes for December 12, 2023 - Motion by George K. to approve the minutes, seconded by Kclly S. All in favor.

4, President’s Report (Lola L)

-Lola reports that she gets a sense from the community that we are moving in the right direction. We do need to get more peopk

involved in volunteering for various positions.

5. Treasurer’s Report (Kelly S)
-Kelly reviewed the account balances and profit and loss statements.

6. Grounds & Maintenance (Mike H)

-The social hall roof will be replaced in the spring, meanwhile repairs will be done in the church and rubber roof in the nearfuture.

-The electrician came and fixed the issue with the outside lights, the issue was due to a probable power surge.

-Alex Daoularis and Presvytera Catherine will be on the building committee, which will be meeting soon.

-We still need someone to seal the windows in the church. Also pending is the work the Philoptochos was going to sponsor to rmovate
the altar bathroom. To check with them about this and see if they are still planning on funding this.

7. Food Festival Update (Pete H)

-We will be adding a new vendor for this festival, Performance Foodservice, and have already made arrangements to purchase sow

cream from them in large quantities.

-Themi Sacarellos will be helping us acquire more equipment from Square (point of sales system), as he has a contact with thecompany.
-Gyro meat is being cut and about 80 cones are ready.

-To discuss moving the date of the October festival.

8. Stewardship & Social Committee Update (Lola L)

-The catering contract and pricing for the hall use were reviewed. There is different pricing for members versus non members.
-There is a request for the use of the hall on 11/9/24 by the Bitners for a wedding reception. The board approved the use thesocial hall.
-Upcoming Events: 2/25 GOYA will host a Memorial Luncheon for Gregory Anstine, 3/7 GOYA will sell laganes, 3/11-3/17
Philoptochos will use the kitchen to prepare Lenten spreads, 3/14 GOYA will sell loukoumades, 4/28 Palm Sunday Luncheon.

9. Tech & Security Update (Pete H)
-Comcast services will be updated, phones will be replaced and upgraded however the monthly cost will be $100 less. Will be cencelling

the fax machine line as it isn’t used. Will also have cell backup for the internet.
-Still looking into fire and security systems. Received quotes from Blasser Security Systems and Vector, will get one more fran Crime
Intervention Alarm before making a final decision.

10. Old Business - No old business to discuss

11. New Business

-Stewardship: discussed that we need to stress the importance of paying stewardship since we won’t have as much income when wecut
the June Food festival. To further discuss in the near future.

-Some people have complained that the service is in more English than before

-A request was made to put a curtain up in the Mother’s room window

-A request was also made to revisit having a cemetery on the church property

Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday February 6th, 2024.

The meeting ended at 8:35 pm with a prayer by Father Andrew




STEWARD UPDATE, 2024 — ANA1IPOzAPMOTH OIKONOMQN, 2024 (AS OF FEB 22, 2024 )

Dr & Mrs Nicholas Agapis
Dr & Mrs Steven Agapis
M/M Anthony Anstine
M/M Vasilios Anstine

Ms Anita Asimos

M/M Jesse Benefiel

M/M Mark Bittner

Ms Maria Carrieri

Ms Vasilia Chiadis

M/M Takis Cologer

M/M Dimitri Daglaris
M/M Christopher Dalaperas
Mr Georgios Dalaperas
M/M Nestoras Dalaperas
M/M Chris Demetriades
Miss Athanasia Georgakopoulos
Mr George K Georgakopoulos
M/M Kostas Georgakopoulos
M/M George Georgaras
Ms Nickey George

M/M George Haritos

Drs George & Joan Hayes
Ms Chrysoula Hioutis
M/M Philip Kapsalis

Ms Irini Karambas

M/M George Karanicolas
M/M Odisefs Karanicolas
M/M Mike Keriazis

Ms Niki Kordatou

M/M Spiros Kourliouros
M/M Alexander Kouvatsos
Dr Peter Kouvatsos

M/M Fotios Lamnatos

Ms Lola Lamnatos

Ms Sotiria Lamnatos

Atty Dorothy Livaditis

Dr Laura Livaditis

M/M Thomas Livaditis
M/M Bill Mallas

M/M Konstantine Mallas
Ms Leah Mallas

M/M Thomas Mandras

Ms Vasiliki Marros

Mr Demetrios Masgalas

Dr. Tassia Masgalas

Mr Tony Masgalas

M/M Thomas Meligakes
Ms Alisa Nicoara

Dr & Mrs Nicholas Pandelidis
M/M Dimos Papageorgiou
Mr George Papageorgiou
Miss Katerina Papageorgiou

M/M Chirss Papayannis

M/M Athanasios Polychronis

Mrs Julie Sekeres

M/M James K Sgagias

Mr Kostas D Sgagias

M/M Stephen Sheasley

Mr John Shelley

Rev. Deacon Thomas &
Diakonissa Janet Shelley

Ms Golfo Skouras

Ms Maria K Skouras

Ms Maria V Skouras

M/M Stavros Skouras

M/M James St. John

M/M Jedidiah Steele

M/M John Sterns

Mr George Touras

Fr Andrew & Presvytera
Katherine Tsikitas

M/M Emmanuel Tsoflias

M/M Luke Tsoflias

Ms Aglaia Tsogas

M/M Konstantinos Tsoukalis

M/M John Tsoukalos

Mr Charles Talbert &
Mrs Anna Papayannis

M/M Nathan Walker

Ms Olympia Wilson

These are the people who have paid towards Stewardship for 2024. Thank you for you generosity and support of our community.
“Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things.

Enter into the joy qf]our lord.” - Matthew 25:21
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Las evxapow vue o

The Sideras Family would like to thank the community for the
love and support they have show us during this difficult time

for our family.
O1 Otkoyévewx Z1depox OEAeL Vx eV XPIOTHOEL THY KOIVOTHTX
VI TV XY RTTY KOl OUUTIXPXOTXOT TEOD PG OEISXTE € XVTH]
TNV OVOKOAT TEPI000 YUK TNV 0IKOYEVELX XS,




