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Fr. Andrew’s cell: (717) 448-8732
Oftice Hours: Mon-Fri—9:00 am-2:00 pm, please call ahead to confirm
Father Andrew’s Office Hours: M—out of office; T-F—10:00 am-6:00 pm
Father Andrew’s e-mail: fr.andreas(@comcast.net
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THE LADDER

Monthly newsletter of the Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation.

Submissions for consideration are due on the 15th of each month. Send to annunciation)/orkpa@gmail.com

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION
MINISTRY TEAM

Clergy

Rev. Economos Fr. Andrew N. Tsikitas, Parish Priest

Rev. Deacon Thomas Shelley

Parish Council

President: Lola Lamnatos
Vice President: George Karanicolas
Secretary: Maria Skouras

Treasurer: Keﬂy Sheasley

Thomas Livaditis
Christopher Barakos
Dr. Nick Agapis

Apostoli Vainas

Nicholas Barakos
Pete Harmantzis
Zach Harmantzis

Church Staff

Chantors: Nick Karageorge

Reader Mark Bittner
Diaconissa Jan Shelley

Office Administrator: Georgia Georgakopoulos
Ladder Editor:
Sunday Bulletin:

Georgia Georgakopoulos
Fr. Andrew Tsikitas

Church Choir

HOPE & JOY
Sunday School
Phi]optochos

Senior Citizens

Schedule of Worship Hours
Sundav Services (and Weekdavys)

8:30 AM Orthros
9:45 AM Divine Liturgy

Sunday Church School

In person, after Holy Communion

Schedule of Church Events

Pastoral Visitations: By request
Home & Business Blessings: By request

Departments, Ministries and Committees

Oratorical Festival Committee
Grounds & Maintenance

Tech & Security Committee
Stewardship Committee
Scholarship Committee

Food Festival Committee

Social Committee

Anyone interested in serving on any qfthese organizations

or committees, please contact the Church Office.

Thank you!
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ARCHIEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL ON GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA

April 16, 2023
Who will roll away the stone for us? (Mark 16:3)
My beloved sisters and brothers in the Risen Lord,

We have finally arrived at the mystery of mysteries, and we approach the Tomb with
the holy Myrrh-bearing Women. With them we ask: “Who will roll away the stone for
us?” The guards have scattered, the garden is empty, and we have brought all our
potions and ointments to complete His anointing for death. But He is the Anointed One
— the Christ — and He has no need of any anointing. He has no need of the stone
being rolled away in order to leave death behind. As the young man said to them when
they went inside: “He is risen! He is not here!” So, then, why was the stone rolled
away?

My beloved Christians, the stone is rolled away in every telling of the story, but not so that the Lord can emerge,
but so that we might submerge. The tomb is opened so that we might enter and die to ourselves — to our egos and
selfishness. And then we may say, as is chanted in the Paschal Liturgy: “Yesterday I was buried with you, O
Christ; and today, I arise by Your Resurrection” (Ode 3). The tomb is our place of transformation. The tomb is the
very center of our hearts, where we can fulfill the ancient saying: “If you die before you die, then you won’t die
when you die.”

Therefore, dear brothers and sisters, let us not ask “who will roll away the stone for us?” Let us make the effort to
roll it back ourselves! God will send His Angels to help us if we are struggling. But it is within the tomb of dying
to ourselves, and dying to this world, that we are reborn in the Resurrection. The stone is heavy, laden with our
sins and our heartbreaks, but God forgives all and asks us to do the same. Forgiveness is the power that lifts the
stone and paves our way to love. There is a very real resurrection to be had in this life, which leads to life
everlasting. The arising in our hearts of love, compassion, and mercy for everyone and everything is the sign that
we are truly the children of the Resurrection. May this Pascha reveal to you this mystery of mysteries — this
gateway to eternal life, through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Xprotog Avéortn! Christ is Risen!
 ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America

THE VOICE OF OUR FAITH

EASTER SUNDAY: THE HOLY PASCHA—FR. THOMAS HOPKO

A little before midnight on the Blessed Sabbath the Nocturne service is chanted. The celebrant goes to the tomb
and removes the winding-sheet. He carries it through the royal doors and places it on the altar table where it
remains for forty days until the day of Ascension.

At midnight the Easter procession begins. The people leave the church building singing:

The angels in heaven, O Christ our Savior, sing of Thy resurrection. Make us on earth also worthy to hymn
Thee with a pure heart.

The procession circles the church building and returns to the closed doors of the front of the church. This
procession of the Christians on Easter night recalls the original baptismal procession from the darkness and death
of this world to the light and the life of the Kingdom of God. It is the procession of the holy passover, from death
unto life, from earth unto heaven, from this age to the age to come which will never end.

Before the closed doors of the church building, the resurrection of Christ is announced. Sometimes the Gospel is
read which tells of the empty tomb. The celebrant intones the blessing to the “holy, consubstantial, life-creating
and undivided Trinity.” The Easter troparion is sung for the first time, together with the verses of Psalm 68 which
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will begin all of the Church services during the Easter season.

Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered, let those who hate him flee from before his face!
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life.
This is the day which the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!

The people re-enter the church building and continue the service of Easter Matins which is entirely sung.

The canon hymns of Christ’s resurrection, ascribed to Saint John of Damascus, are chanted with the troparion of
the feast as the constantly recurring refrain. The building is decorated with flowers and lights. The vestments are
the bright robes of the resurrection. The Easter icon stands in the center of the church showing Christ destroying
the gates of hell and freeing Adam and Eve from the captivity of death. It is the image of the Victor “trampling
down death by his own death.” There is the continual singing and censing of the icons and the people, with the
constant proclamation of the celebrant: Christ is risen! The faithful continually respond: Indeed He is risen!

1t is the day of resurrection ! Let us be illumined for the feast! Pascha! The Pascha of the Lord! From death
unto life, and from earth unto heaven has Christ our God led us! Singing the song of victory: Christ is risen
from the dead! (First Ode of the Easter Canon).

Following the canon, the paschal verses are sung, and at the conclusion of the Easter Matins, the Easter Hours are
also sung. In general, nothing is simply read in the Church services of Easter: everything is fully sung with the
joyful melodies of the feast.

At the end of the Hours, before the Divine Liturgy, the celebrant solemnly proclaims the famous Paschal Sermon
of Saint John Chrysostom. This sermon is an invitation to all of the faithful to forget their sins and to join fully in
the feast of the resurrection of Christ. Taken literally, the sermon is the formal invitation offered to all members
of the Church to come and to receive Holy Communion, partaking of Christ, the Passover Lamb, whose table is
now being set in the midst of the Church. In some parishes the sermon is literally obeyed, and all of the faithful
receive the eucharistic gifts of the Passover Supper of Easter night.

The Easter Divine Liturgy begins immediately with the singing once more of the festal troparion with the verses
of Psalm 68. Special psalm verses also comprise the antiphons of the liturgy, through which the faithful praise
and glorify the salvation of God:

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Sing of his name, give glory to His praise.
Let all the earth worship Thee and praise Thee! Let it praise Thy name, O most High!
That we may know Thy way upon the earth and Thy salvation among all nations.

Let the people thank Thee, O God! Let all the people give thanks to Thee.

The troparion is repeated over and over again. The baptismal line from Galatians replaces the Thrice-Holy Hymn.
The epistle reading is the first nine verses of the Book of Acts. The gospel reading is the first seventeen verses of
the Gospel of Saint John. The proclamation of the Word of God takes the faithful back again to the beginning,
and announces God’s creation and re-creation of the world through the living Word of God, his Son Jesus Christ.

In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God ... all things were made
through him ... In Him was life and the life was the light of men....

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us full of grace and truth ... we have beheld His glory, glory
of the only-begotten Son of the Father, and from His fullness have we all received grace upon grace (Jn 1.1
—17).

The Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom continues, crowned in holy communion with the Passover Lamb at his
banquet table in God’s Kingdom. Again and again the troparion of the Resurrection is sung while the faithful
partake of Him “Who was dead and is alive again” (Rev 2.8).

In the Orthodox Church the feast of Easter is officially called Pascha, the word which means the Passover. It is
the new Passover of the new and everlasting covenant foretold by the prophets of old. It is the eternal Passover
from death to life and from earth to heaven. It is the Day of the Lord proclaimed by God’s holy prophets, “the day
which the Lord has made” for His judgment over all creation, the day of His final and everlasting victory. It is the
Day of the Kingdom of God, the day “which has no night” for “its light is the Lamb” (Rev 21.22-25).

The celebration of Easter in the Orthodox Church, therefore, is once again not merely an historical reenactment of
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the event of Christ’s Resurrection as narrated in the gospels. It is not a dramatic representation of the first Easter
morning. There is no “sunrise service” since the Easter Matins and the Divine Liturgy are celebrated together in
the first dark hours of the first day of the week in order to give men the experience of the “new creation” of the
world, and to allow them to enter mystically into the New Jerusalem which shines eternally with the glorious light
of Christ, overcoming the perpetual night of evil and destroying the darkness of this mortal and sinful world:

Shine! Shine! O New Jerusalem! The glory of the Lord has shone upon you! Exult and be glad O Zion! Be
radiant O Pure Theotokos, in the Resurrection of your Son!

This is one of the main Easter hymns in the Orthodox Church. It is inspired by Isaiah’s prophecy and the final
chapters of the Book of Revelation, for it is exactly tile New Creation, the New Jerusalem, the Heavenly City, the
Kingdom of God, the Day of the Lord, the Marriage Feast of the Lamb with His Bride which is celebrated and
realized and experienced in the Holy Spirit on the Holy Night of Easter in the Orthodox Church.

WHY GREEKS AT EASTER BLESS THEIR HOUSE WITH THE LIT CANDLE

Greek Easter, also known as Pascha, is a time that is filled with many traditions. Besides all the traditions that are
based on food, there are also those that are associated with the church. Church services take place nearly every
day during Holy Week, but the biggest is the one takes place on Holy Saturday in the evening. The church service
lasts into the early hours of Sunday Morning.

Lighting Candles During Holy Saturday Service

During the service, the church goes completely dark and everything is quiet. Eventually, the priest lights the first
candle. Soon, the church is illuminated with the light of everyone’s candles. The candles remain lit during the
remainder of the service. If the candle burns out, it is quickly relit during the service. The ultimate goal is to keep
the candle lit for as long as possible.

Taking the Lit Candle Home

Inevitably, those that attend the service always come home with their lit candles. It is so important that the candle
remains lit. This is part of the tradition, but the candle flame that is lit during the special Holy Saturday service is
something that is said to be extra special because it symbolizes Christ’s resurrection. This can get tense because it
is difficult transporting a lit candle in a moving vehicle. If you are walking home it can be even harder because
there is always a risk that the wind will blow it out.

Blessing the Home with the Candle

Upon returning home, they then walk around their homes, both inside and out, saying “Christos Anesti”, which
means “Christ is Risen”. They may also sing the Christos Anesti hymn. They make sure to cover every part of the
house, as well as the main areas outside. The details of how a home is blessed vary from family to family. Some
only bless the doorways, others walk around with the candle in order to cover a larger area.

Jesus is the Light of the World

Orthodox Christians look at candles as being the Light of God or the Light of Christ. There is a verse in the Bible
that states:

e Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life”. — John 8:12

This is the core behind why there are so many candles in the Greek Orthodox Church. The Holy Saturday service
makes particular use of candles in a beautiful way. During this service, they not only symbolize Christ, but also
his Resurrection and the sacrifice He made for us.

The next time you attend this service, you won’t want to miss out on the chance to bless your home with the
candle. It offers a way for us to connect with God during such a holy day.
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H KAIMAE

APXIETITXKOIIIKH ETKYKAIOX

16 Anpiriov 2023
«Tic amorxvlioer quiv tov AiBov,; » (Mapkov 16:3).
[Ipociieig ddeApol kai ddedpeg &v Kupim dvaoctdvt,

D®Odoape 610 pootpro TV puotpiov kol TAnctalovpe pe mappnoio otod pvnueio poli pe tig popoeopes. Kai
diepotdpacte pali tovg: «Tig dmokvAicet fpdv Tov AMbovy; O pdloxeg EEagovicOnkay, 6 kfimog eivar 8de10g Kkoi
8ueic Tpocpépovpie udpo Kkai apdpaTa Yid v dAeiyovpe TOV ToAvtipmTo vekpd. AAd avtdc sivor 6 “Evag 6 1ion
KeYPoUEVOC, 0 XPp1oTdg, Kol dEV Exel TNV avaykn Thg O1kig nog Tpoopopdc! Agv yperaletal kv va petakivnoel o
MOoc Y10 va Byel amd Tov Tépo. ‘Opng O dyyehog ékeivn v Muépa elne 6TiC Yuvaikeg TOL EPOucaV 6TO HVNUEIo:
«ObK EoTv OOe GAL" yEpOn»! Tote yati petakviOnke 6 péyac AMbog;

Ayammroi pov ypiotiovol, otd yeyovota Thg dvactdoemg O AiBog petaxwvninke dxt vy tov avactdvta Koplo
GALQ Y10 OC, Y10 VO popécovpe v cuvavaotnBodpe Kt ueic pali tov. ‘O taeog dvoiée yui va eicélbovpe o
avtov Odmtovtag Tov GvOpomo g auoptiog Koi Tod &ymicpod. Kol dg yaiovpe palli pe tov yoAumdd oty
TOLGY OV

Aerrovpylo:  «X0ég ovvebamtounv cot, Xpioté, cvveysipopor onuepov avactivit oo (Kavovag thg
Avootdoews, @M v'). ‘O thpog givar 10 OaPap THg HETALOPPOCEDS Lag. ‘O Tépog ival TO KEVTPO THG KopOLdg
Hog, Omov EKAmMpavETOL TO PNTO THG VNITIKNG copiag: «Av mebdvelg mpiv mebdvelg, 8¢ 00 mebavelg dtav
neBdvecy!

"Etot, Aowmdv, dyoammroi pov adedot, ag un dvapwtnbodpe «Tig dmoxvAiioet uiv tov AMBovy. A kdvovpe kabe
TPooTadelo Y10 VO TOV HETOKIVAGOVUE e Tig duvapels pag! ‘O Oeoc 0a nag pondnoet otov aymva avtov! Kai va
gipaote ciyovpot 6t otOV Tépo BaPfovpe TOV Kakd £0vTd pog, Bafovue Ta £ykoouia, Yid v dvaysvvnBodue pe
TV dvdotacn Tod Xpiotod! O Aibog sivar dorkotog dEottiac Tdv OMyemY Kol TV GUApPTIAY oG, ALY 6 Osdg
Hac cvyxmpel katd mavo Kol paig (td var mpaovpe T 1810 Y18 Todg cuvavdpdToVg pag. ‘H cvyympnon eivar 1)
Sovaun mod petoxwvel oV Ao Thc auaptiog kai otpdvel T Spopo thig dydmng. Avt EEGAAoL sivol Kkai M
TPAYUOTIKT Gvdotaon ot (on avt), Tod 0dnyel oty aiovia (on. Ag dvactnfodv oty Kapdid pog 1 aydan, 1
cuyyopnon kai 1 riavipomio yi dSAovg, kol g yivovue 1ot yviola tékva TG Avaoctdoems. Ag yivel anTo TO
[Taoya yur GAOVE poG TO HLOTAPLO TOV pVoTNPiov, 1 TOAN TPOC TV aidvia (on o Ecm ToD AVOCTAVTOC
Kvpiov fjudv Incod Xpiotod.

Xpiotog avéot!

T 0 Apepwciic EAmdopdpog

MEI'AAH EBAOMAAA TTAXXA:TITIOPTAZOYME KA®GE MEPA

MErAAH AEYTEPA

Tn Meydhn Agvtépa mpofaiieton 1 veépoyn poper tov Ilaykdhiov Iwone, ywori ovtdg cCOUP®VA LE TOLG
Motépeg g ExkAnoiog pog, amotelel tpotummon Kot e1kOva Tov XpioTtov.

Onwg o Koprog vépepe adwka e&artiag e avOpomivng kakiog, To 1010 kot ekeivog vépepe eoutiog g Kakiog
TOV adeh@OV TOV Kol £3€1Ee OmmG Kot 0 Xplotodg amépovtn ovelwkakio. Emiong v nuépa avt) kdvovpe
avapvnomn Tov SaKTIKOL YeYovoTog TG Enpavlsiong cvukng amd tov Kvplo mo cuvéfnke cOppova pe ta epd
Evayyého v emopévn nuépa g Oprappevtikng Tov g166d0v oty IepovcainpL.

Mn Bpiokovtog kapmd 6To 0EVOPO TO KOTAPAGTNKE Kot avTO apnécms Eepdbnke, BEAovtac va pag ddaget pe tov
TPOTO VT, TS KOl EUEIS AV OEV TAPEYOVLE TVELLOTIKOVS KOPTOVS, Lo TEPIUEVEL O aldviog Bdvatog! Emiong n
drapmog ovk| cLUPOAILEL Kot TNV 10VLATKN ZVVay®YY, Kol YEVIKOTEPO TNV 10LONIKT Bpnokeia, 1 onoia dev elye
TAE0V VO, TOPOVGLAGEL KOULY TVEVLOTIKN VANPESTO 6TO A, LOAAOV aPpVNTIKEG VINPECIEG TPOCEPEPE KL YU OVTO
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oTAITeELTNKE Evtova amd Tov Kovpro.

Ot dyrot Iatépeg Oproav va kévoope pveia v M. Agutépa ag’ evog pev Tov dkaiov loone kot agp’ etépov Tov
yeyovotoc g Enpoavleiong ovkng ywo va punBodue ko epeig tov Idykoro Iowone oty apetn kot vo
amo@UYOLUE TNV GKOPTN GLKY KOl VO 6TOMOOOOUE HE OPETEG KOL TVELHOTIKOVS KOPTOVG, TPOKEUEVOL VO
axolovOncovpe Tov Koptlo oto cwtiplo [Tabog Tov.

MEraaAs TpriTH

H Ypvoypagia e nuépag sivar apiepopévn o dvo Poaoctkd Bépata, oty mopaforn tov déka mapbivaov kot
oTNV KOAAEPYELD TOV TOAAVTOV, oL Yopilel otov kabéva pog o Oeds. TlpoPaivovrog tov [dBovg, n Exkincia
HaGg KaAel Vo OTPEYOLUE TNV TPOGOYN LOG OTO £6Y0TA, €1T€ OVTA Yo TOV KaBEva Hog £PYOVTIOL TNV OPO TOL
Bavatov, gite avapépovror oty tEleimon Tov KoGpov katd ) Agvtépa [lapovsia. Ot vuvol mov ydAlovtat eivon
TOAD O1O0KTIKOT KOl GUYKIVITIKOL.

«1800 0 Nupeiog épyetal ev T pHEC® TNG VOKTOG KO LOKAPLOG 0 H0VAOG, GV ELPNGEL YpNyopoivTa: ava&log o
TéAy, 6V guproet padvpovvta. BAEme, odv yuyn Hov, Ui Td VIve Kateveydne, tva un td Oavito mapadodig, kat
¢ Baotheiog € khetobng: aArd avdvnyov kpalovoa: Aylog, dylog, dylog el o Ogdg nuov, mpecPeiong tov
[Ipodpdov, sV NUAECH.

Noa, o Nopeiog épyetar oto péco g viytag, Kt euTuyicpévog Ba givar o dovlog mov Ba tov Bpet (o Noppiog)
Ehypumvo va Tov TepUEveL: ava&log Opmc oA Ba eivan ekeivog, mov Ba Tov Ppel pdbopo kot ampogToipacTo.
BAéne, Aowmdv, youyn pov vo un Pudbioteig otov mvevpotikd HYmvo, yo vo Ui mopadobeic oto Bdvato (Ttng
apoptiog) kot va petvelg é€m g Pactieiog Tov Ogol. AAAG avdvnye kpalovtag: Aylog, dyloc, dylog loat €60 0
Oebdg pag - pe Tig mpecPeieg 1oV TPOSPOLOV CAOGE LLAG.

METrAAH TETAPTH

Tn Ayla kou Meyddn Tetdptn g arenydong tov Koplov popm mopvng yovaukog pveiav moteicbor ot Bgidotatot
natépeg eBéomicay, 6Tl TPo TOLV GOTNPIoL TABOLG LKPHY TOVTO Yéyove”... Ot dylol matépeg OpLoav vo Buudpocte
Kol Vo, TIHARE o0T T HEPO ML OUOPTOAN yuvoiko, 1 Omoio OmOoPAGIoE VO UETOVONGEL ELMKPIVOL Kot
e€MTEPIKEVOVTOS QTN TN COTNPLL TOPIPUNCT TNG GAEyE To TO TOV gleNpova XploToh [e TOADTIHO HOPO.
Emedn n petdvoln eivan Pacikn mpoimdbeon yia ) compia kdbe avOpdmov, 1 HEYAAN LETAVOLL TG YUVOUKOG
OVTNG AmOTEAEL AOUTPO TTaPAdELYHa Yio. KAOe MOTO Kot EMEWN TO YEYOVOS TNG HETAVOLG €lvol £vag OVGKOAOG
ayovag Kat £va EtmOLVo Tabog avtotaneivoong, kabopioav ot [atépeg g ExkAnciog pog, va etvat apiepopévn
N Tponyovuevn nuépa Tpv tn cLAANYN Tov Kupiov oty petdvota g mdpvng yovoukog.

MEeraAH INEMoTH

Tn M. [Téun eoptdlovpe ta coTAPLO YEYOVOTO TOL GLVERNKAV KATd TN ddpkela Tov Muotikoh Agimvov, Tov
1ep6 Nurtipa, v moapddoon g Ociag Evyapiotiog, v Apylepatikn IIpocevuyr tov Kupiov kot tmv IIpodosia
Tov lovda.

Ao ofjuepa puraivoope otnv TeAKn gubeia yia to Ogio [TabBog. Tnv M. ITéuntn ot Belor matépeg KaboOpLoaV Vo
eoptalovpe to peydra yeyovota mov cuvéERnkav v nuépa mov 0 XPioTdc Hog cuVEANPONKE amd TOVG OVOLOVG
ex0povc Tov.

opeova pe ta 1epd Evayyého v [éumm nuépa exeivng g efdopddog o Kopiog, wg Oedg, yvopilovtag ta
puéALovTa vo cupfPoiv BEANce va dEmViGEL Yoo TEAELTOUO POPE e Toug ayammuévoug Tov pobntés. I'’ awtd
opybvooe tponéll o€ kdmowo vep®mo ¢ lepovsoinp. O deinvog avtdg yve v Tléunt 10 Ppddv, ovoudletar
0 Mvuotikdg Aginvog emeldn kotd ™ SipKeELd TOL APV YOPO GTOVINIOTUTA YEYOVOTO TTOV £XOVV GYECT] LE TN
owTNPI LOG, OKATOVONTA 6TO avOPOTIVO HLOAD.

METrAAH IIAPAZKEYH

Tn Ayla kow Meydhn Iapoaokevr ta Ay ko @pktd 1140n tov Kupiov kot @god ko Zotpog nuov Incov
Xp1o10h EMTEAOVUEV’ TOVG EUTTVOUOVCE, TO POTICUATO, TO KOAAPIGHOTO, TOS VPPELS, TOVG YEAMTOG, TNV TOPPLPAY
yAoivay, Tov KGAapov, tov ondyyov, 10 0£0g, ToOLg NAOVE, TNV AOYYNV, KOl TPO TAVIOV TOV GTOLPOV KOl TOV
Bavatov, o O MUAG eKOV KaTEOEENTO’ £TL O€ KOl TNV TOL EVYVAOUOVOG ANGTOV, TOL GLOTOLP®OEVTOS VT,
COTNPLOV EV TM GTOVP® OLOAOYIOV”.

Meydin Tapaokeon, nuépa yevikod mévBoug kot Bpnvov yia ekatoppvpla motovs. Huépa amdivtng vnoreiog,
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TPOGELYNG KOl TEPIGLAAOYTG.

O Boowedc tov Baoctkevdviov kot Kopiog tov Kupievoéviov Bpioketor kpepacpévog emt tov EOA0L ¢
kaxovpyoc. H avBpaomivn kokia €ptoce oto €oyato onpeio ¢ mtdong mme, o avlpwmoc £ytve Beoktovog!
...H Megydn Topackeun etvar pa Egxmptot nuépa yro tovg opBoddcovg motong. I'vopilovpe 01t 10 centd Oeio
néhog Aertovpynoe ALTPOTIKA Yoo HoG. AVLTOOHOGTE Yol TO OUOPTAMOTE HOG, Yo TNV KOTATTMOY oG Kot
Tpomavtog Yo TV Beoktovia. [TapdAinia dpmg youpduacte mov 1 Meyddn Gvoio Tov Xpiotov Eyve attio Kot
HEGOV amoAVTPMOTG TOL avBpwmivov yévouc.. H avdotaon mov erakoiovdnoe to BGvoto tov ZmTpog, Eyve 1
amopyn Kot TG O1KNG Hog avaoToong.

METAAO XABBATO

To ayio kot peydio Zappfato, v 6ed6cmpov tapny kot v 1g ddov kdbodov Tov Kuvpiov kot Zmtipog nuadv
Incob Xpiotov eoptalopev, 6 v TG POBopAg To NUETEPOV YEVOG avakAnBEv mpog arwviay {onv petafépnie”.
Me avtd ta Adyww o 1epdg XvvaSaplothg yopoktnpiler to mepleydpevo Tov  Meydhov  Zafpdrov.
To O¢tio Apapa Ehafe 1éhog. O exovsing madav, yaptv TG cwtpiog Tov ToAvmadov avBpwrivov yévoug, Koplog
Incovg Xpiotdg, dokipace, g GvOpmOTOC, Kol TO TKPO TOTHPL TOV BOVATOL, O TO ATOKOPVPMUL TOL TAOOLG
Tov. Ilept v evatn opa g [apackevng e€énvevce TV GTOV ETOIVVO GTOVPO, TOAD YPNYopdHTEPA OO OGO
nepipevay ot oot Tov. (Mdpk.15:44). To acBevikd ko ackntikd Zopkio Tov dev dvtele yio mOAD TOLG
0QAVTOoTO POPNTOVG TOVOLS TNG GTAVPDCEMG

Eneon n enopevn nuépa Nrav Iaoya yuo toug lovdaiovg Enpene vo Katéfouvv to cOUATO 0md TOVG GTAVPOVG Kot
va Baptovv Tpv TN dvonN Tov NAiov.

IMo va emroyvvouy to Bavato Tov katadikmv éomalay ta KOKAAL TOVG e o1depéviovg Aootovs. [ tov Koplo
dev ypedotnke vo. apbmcovv ta pEAN “og €idov avtov NN tebvnkdta”’(Ioav.19:33). Mdovo mov “eig TV
OTPATIOTOV AdYYN avToL TNV TAEVPAvV €vule, Kot evBémg e&nibev aipo kKo VOwp” (Iwdv.19:34). Katomv ot
empaveic Iovdaiot moAiteg Kot kKpLEoi pabnTég ToV Xprotov “o1a Tov eOPov Twv Tovdaimv” (Iwdv.!9:38), Ioone
o and Appodaiog kot o BovAevtrg Nikdonuog, BEANGAY Vo AmOdDGOVV TIG TPEMOVGES EMKNOEIES TIUEG GTOV
ayamnpévo tovg ddokaro. O Ioong “eionibe mpog ITikdtov Ko NToato 10 cOpa Tov INcov... yvodg and tov
KeVTLPiVOG £0wpNoato 10 copa o loone. Kot ayopdcsag otvodva kot kaBeAdv avtdv aveilnce 1n ovodvt Kot
Katédnkev ovtoév ev pvnueio, 6 Mv Ashatopunuévov ek mETPAG Kol mpocekOAMce AlBov eml v BOpav tov
pvnueiov” (Mépk.15:43-46).

H KA00AO= =TON AAH

Metd v exknvon Tov eni Tov otavpov N Yoy tov Kupiov, akorovbdviag tov amapdafato vopo tov Hovdtov,
KatéPnKe oTov AdM, TOV TPOALDOVIO GKOTEWVO TOTO — OEGUMOTNPL0 TV avlporivav yuymv. O arndotorog [1étpog
pog dwPepaince mmg “Xpiotodg dnas mepi apaptidv Enade, dikalog vIép adikmv , tva NUag Tposayn 1o O,
Bavatwbeig pev capki, {womombeig de mveduaTl’ €V ® Ko TOG €V QLAOKN Tvedpact mopevbeig exnpuéev” (1
[T€1p.3:18-19). Emiong o amodctorog [Taviog Eypaye 611 0 Xp1otdg “Katéfn TPMOTOV €1G TO. KATOTEPA UEPT TNG
s’ (Epeo.4:9), vmovomvtag acpoimg TV €1g ddov kdbodo Tov.

2opeova pe coen TpoenTikd yopia g Ayiog I'paeng n kabodog tov Xpiotov ctov éon vanpée eneicodtoxt). H
Tapovsio. Tov Ogod 6TOoV TOTO TOL TKPOL SESUOTNPIOL TOV YYDV EPEPE avacTATMOOT. Ot amdVieg TOAES TOV
TOUQAYOL AOT YKPEMOTNKAY Kot 01 OAAKES TUAMPOT EPPLEAY UTPOOTA 6TO peyaAeio Kal To pmg tng BeotnTag. O
Xp1otog cvvé ioe kol ekel To amoAvTpwTikd Tov épyo. Knpuée 10 gvayyého g compiog ota an’ aldvog 0EGHLN
vebpata Kot 0oa amd avtd micteyav ercvfepmdnkay kot avéPniav pali pe tov Kopo and tov dom.

To mvedpa tov Kvpiov ftav advvaro va peivel otov exel, otov tomo g facdvov. I'” avtd kot avéot).

Eniong ot motol tov Xp1otov mov cuvamoteAodv 10 puoTikd Tov chpe dgv Umopovv o vo, Petvouy Kot avTol
O£0 101 TOL oM.

H &1 doov kdBodo tov Kuvpiov onpave tnv koatdAvon tov KpAatoug Kot g e£0voiog Tou ApyovTog TOV GKOTOVG
GTOVG TOTOVG TOV XP1oTov. AVT 1 Vikn €lval TO HEYOADTEPO YEYOVOS GTNV 16TOpia TOV avBpwmivov YEVougs, d10TL
viknOnke o peyoAdtepog €x0podg tov avBpdmov o Bdavatoc. Amod toOTE Gvolte €va vEO Ke@AAolo Yo TNV
avOpOTOTNTA, EYKAIVIACTNKE Lo VEQ ETOYT YU OLTY.




COMMUNITY BUS TRIP
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PAGE 10 CLASS OF 2024 THE LADDER

For all upcoming High School and Colleae araduates |

, _}&zﬁ VA4

CONGRATS!

we wawt to hovior you in a future issue
of the Ladder |

Please email a sevior photo of yourself along with the
following information to:

annunciationyorkpa@gmail.com
No later than May 315t

*Name
*School you are graduating from

* School you are plawning to attend
* Field of study
* Any awards, scholarships, hovors, etc you received
* College graduates, which degree vou will receive
We look forward to hearing from vou !l

P @raduate recoguition is Sunday, Juve 9
after Divine Liturgy, please plan to attend **
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Attention all... ;‘b"’”’“

Upcoming graduating students pursuing a higher education !

The Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church
Scholarship Committee
will be awarding a minimum of
two scholarships, each in the amount of $2,000
to qualifying graduating students.

(see application for details)

**Applicants family must be members in good standing of the
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church of York, PA™*

Deadline is June 1st

Applications available by Church Office !




May 2024

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
Holy Wednesday Holy Thursday Holy Friday Holy Saturday
Royal Hours Vesperal
Holy Unction Vesperal Divine 8:30am Divine Liturgy
3:30pm Liturgy Vespers, 3:00pm 8:30am
Service of 8:30am Lamentations Resurrection
Nervmﬁ.o The Passi 6:30pm Services
ymphios e Passion Office Closed 11:00pm
6:30pm Service, 6:30pm ’
5 | Qb ‘ 6 7 8 9 10 @& 11
9;.{.&, Greek School Greek School Greek School
Great And = 5pm-7pm 5pm-6:30pm 5pm-7pm ,
Holy Pascha Feast Day of Theotokos of
St. George Parish Council the Life-giving
8:30 am Orthros Meetin Sprin
Agape g pring
gap 9:45 am Liturgy 7:00 pm 8:30 am Orthros
Vespers 9:45 am Li
:45 am Liturgy
11:00am
13 14 15 16 17 18
) Greek School Greek School Greek School
Thomas 5pm-7pm 5pm-6:30pm 5pm-7pm
Sunday
8:30 am Orthros Introduction to Paint Night
9:45 am Divine Orthodoxy 6:00 pm
6:30 pm
20 22 23 24 25
Greek School Greek School | Introduction to Holv Protecti
Pl ol | 5 ] oly Protection
Sunday of the Constantine & Spm-6:30pm Spm-7pm Orthodoxy Monastery Trip
Myrrh-Bearin: Helen 6:30 pm
y & 8:30 am Orthros
Women 9:45 am Liturgy
8:30 am Orthros
9:45 am Divine Greek School
Liturgy S5pm-7pm
26 27 B 28 29 30 31
| Greek School e Greek School Introduction to
Sunday of the Memorial 5pm-7pm Mid-Pentecost 5pm-7pm Orthodoxy
Paralytic D 8:30 am Orthros 6:30 pm
8:30 am Orthros . ay 9:45 am Liturgy
9:45 am Divine | Office Closed
Liturgy Memorial at Greek School
Mt Rose Cemetery

11:00 am

5pm-6:30pm
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ICON FLOWER DONATION THE LADDER

Icons for May Feast Days
Ecoveg yia ti¢ yioptés tov Maiov

Available for flower donations towards decorating -360 each

AiatiBevral yia Swpeég oroldiouov - $60 ) kabeuia

Monday; May 6 - St. George (Donated)
devtépa, 6 Maiov - Ayiog swpyios (Eyet Swptotn)

Friday, May 10 - Theotokos of the Life-giving Spring
[lapaokevn, 10 Maiov - Zwoddyog [Inyn

Sunday;, May 12 - Sunday of St. Thomas (Donated)
Kvupwakr, 12 Maiov - Kvpiakrj tov Owuda (Exst dwptotn)

Sunday, May 19 - Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women (Donated)
Kvpiakr, 19 Maiov - Kvptakr twv Mupopdpwv (Eyst dwpiotn)

Tuesday;, May 21 - Sts. Constantine & Helen (Donated)
Tpitn, 21 Maiov - Ay. Kwvotavrivov & EAgvns (Exet dwpiotn)

Sunday;, May 26 - Sunday of the Paralytic
Kvpiakn, 26 Maiov - Kvpiakr tov [lapalvtov

Wednesday; May 29 - Mid-Pentecost

Tetdptn, 29 Maiov - Msoomsvinkootij




ICON FLOWER DONATION PAGE 15

Icons for June Feast Days
Eucoveg yia tis yioptés tov Iovviov

Available for flower donations towards decorating -$60 each

AiatiBevral yia Swpeég orodiouov - $60 n kabeuia

Wednesday; June 12 - Apodosis of Pascha

Tetaptn, 12 lovviov - Amédoon tov lldoya

Thursday; June 13 - Holy Ascension
[Téumtn, 13 lovviov -H Avainyng tov Kupiov

Sunday; June 23 - Holy Pentecost

Kvpiakr, 23 lovviov - [levtnkootii

Monday; June 24 - Monday of the Holy Spirit

devtépa, 24 lovviov - Tov Ayiov [lvevuatog

Saturday; June 29 - Apostles Peter & Paul
JafParo, 29 lovviov - Ay. Amoort. [Iétpog & ITavdog

Sunday; June 30 - Synaxis of the Holy Apostles

Kvpiakn, 30 lovviov - Xvvaén twv Ayiwv Amootolwv

Please contact the Church office at 717-741-4200
or email: annunciationyorkpa@gmail.com
If you are interested in donating towards an icon

Emikowwvnote pe to ypaeio ™ ExkAnoiag oto 717-741-4200
Eav evlapépeote va KAVETE SWPEAR TIPOG LA ELKOVA
Thank you! Zag suyaplotovpue
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|‘ 7 PARISH COUNCIL - ENOPIAKO XYMBOYAIO

|‘ Parish Council Meeting: March 4, 2024

|‘ Present: Father Andrew Tsikitias, Lola Lamnatos, George Karanicolas, Kelly Sheasley, Maria Skouras,
| Pete Harmantzis, Tom Livaditis, Chris Barakos, Nick Barakos, Zach Harmantzis, Toli Vainas. Absent:
Dr. Nick Agapis
|‘ 1. Prayer and Father's Opening Remarks
-The meeting began at 7:08pm with a prayer by Father Andrew.
-Father Andrew will be away from March 10 to March 21. He will have Father Aaron cover Sunday ser-
|‘ vices during that time.
2. Approval of Minutes for January 9, 2024 - A motion was made by George K. to approve the minutes, 2
|‘ nd by Zach H. Minutes approved.
3. President’s Report
|‘ -Lola reported that 18 kids are going to the Spring Retreat. To discuss other transportation options, such
|‘ as purchasing a used van, in the future instead of paying to rent for each event, as renting costs $160 per
day. To also ask the Archdiocese to provide transportation (a bus) in the future for GOYA related events.
|‘ -Lola spoke to George K. and Pete H. about ordering souvlakia from New York for our Tsiknopempti cel-
ebration. We will also have fried chicken, stuffed shells, mac &amp; cheese, bread, etc.
|‘ -Godparent’s Sunday and the luncheon following were a success, we should try to make this a yearly
event.

4. Treasurer’s Report

-The balances were reviewed by Kelly. As of February 29, the balances are as follow: checking account
|‘ $140,389.45, money market $233,020.97, special projects $102,624.18, scholarship $27,892.76, online
|‘ $4833.40, philanthropy $5959.33, camp scholarship $12,244.44. The loan balance is at $33,168.25.

5. Grounds & Maintenance

-The committee is getting quotes for repairing the cracked concrete in front of the social hall and to add a
|‘ pad by the dumpsters in order to add a storage shed. Also may have found someone to fix the decorative
stone outside the church doors.
|‘ -The board requested that Nick A. contact Gangloff Roofing again to see when they will begin the work
as they had already received a 50% deposit back in September 2023 for the new roof. They are now re-
|‘ questing a 50% deposit for the gutters and fascia. To also inquire about when the tile replacement will
happen.
6. Food Festival Update

| -The February festival was another successful one. The profit was 67%. The committee suggested we

|‘ contact the Spry Church again about using their parking lot for our volunteers to use (except the elderly
who can continue to use the rear parking lot).

|‘ -Overall we had positive feedback from the festival. We had one customer that fell due to the cracked
concrete, but seemed to be ok. We will develop an incident report for any future accidents.

-Some equipment will need to be serviced prior to the next festival. The food festival committee discussed
|‘ the need for more freezer space and we will start to get some prices. Also discussed getting a steamer and
‘ a member of the parish offered to donate one. Other requests for the festival include getting locking cages
| to store product as items have gone missing in the past, and getting a partition to block off the hallway to

the classrooms during the festival when customers are lined up.
| -The credit card processor (Square) has lowered their rate to 2.6% and has offered us some updated equipment.
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” PARISH COUNCIL - ENOPIAKO £YMBOYAIO

7. Stewardship Committee & Social Committee Update
” -We still have nobody who has expressed interest in forming a stewardship committee.

” 8. Tech & Security Update

-The following quotes were obtained for a fire and security system: Vector Security $36,900 plus $135/
month for monitoring, Blasser $29,000 plus $680 per year for monitoring, and Crime Intervention Alarm
” $35,000 plus $78/month for fire safety inspections and $195/month for alarm monitoring. A motion was
made by George K. to go with Blasser, 2 nd by Zach H. Motion passed.

-Comcast has completed the installation of the new phone system, which is now automated and has

” a cell back up. The cost is less that our previous set up.

-Had a discussion on switching online payments from PayPal to Square, and also incorporating online

‘ ordering for large food festival orders. Will discuss further at a later time.

” 9. Old Business

” -The Youth Director from the Metropolis reached out to verify that we will indeed sponsor a GOYA
tournament next year. We discussed this at our last meeting and agreed to do so.

” -Another request was made for brighter lights in the back parking lot outside of the Greek school

” classroom. Pete will look into this.

” 10. New Business

-St. Photios Award nominees need to be made. To check our list from last year for possible nominees.
-The Clergy Laity Conference will be held in San Diego this year.

” -A request was made by Mt. Rose Cemetery to have a luncheon and discuss pre-planning sometime
after Easter.

” -Unpaid Cemetery Plots: we have sold several plots that have not yet been paid. Reminders have
already been sent on numerous occasions. We will send out another notice informing of a 60 day
term to pay, otherwise the plot will be forfeited. To require a 50% deposit for future sales will full
payment within 6 months.

” -The Syllogos Neohoriton will be requesting the use of the social hall for New Year’s Eve.

” Next meeting scheduled for April 2, 2024.

” The meeting ended at 9:45 pm with a prayer by Father Andrew.




MOUNT ROSE CEMETERY

You're Invited!

Learn about
vour options.

Planning an end-of-life service can involve hundreds of decisions
to be made at a difficult time.

By making final plans in advance, individuals can help protect
their loved ones from high

costs and from guessing what they would have wanted.

PO 7 POS
WKZ%
Will be giving an informative talk

on the topic of preplanning,
as well as answering questions.

Refreshments to be provided

WHEN: Sunday, June 9th @ 12:30
WHERE: Annunciation Greek Orthodox
Church

RSVP to NICKY HELLER

717-845-6618
NICOLE.HELLER@DIGNITYMEMORIAL.COM




STEWARD UPDATE, 2024 — ANA1NPOAPMOTH OIKONOMQN, 2024 (As OF/ATIO APRIL 12, 2024 )

Dr & Mrs Nicholas Agapis
Dr & Mrs Steven Agapis
M/M Anthony Anstine
M/M Vasilios Anstine
Ms Anita Asimos
M/M Nick G Barakos
M/M Jesse Benefiel
M/M Mark Bittner
Ms Maria Carrieri
Mr Matthew Bittner &
Ms Kaitlyn Carey
M/M Colin Burtner
Ms Vasilia Chiadis
M/M Takis Cologer
M/M Dimitri Daglaris
M/M Christopher Dalaperas
Mr Georgios Dalaperas &
Ms Laura Good
M/M Nestoras Dalaperas
M/M Chris Demetriades
Ms Sophie Eppley
Dr & Mrs Constantine Gekas
M/M Steven Gekas & Alex

Miss Athanasia Georgakopoulos

Mr George K Georgakopoulos
M/M Kostas Georgakopoulos
M/M George Georgaras
Ms Nickey George

M/M George Haritos
M/M Zaharias Harmantzis
Drs George & Joan Hayes
Ms Chrysoula Hioutis
M/M Philip Kapsalis

Ms Irini Karambas

M/M Athanasios Karanikas
M/M George Karanicolas
M/M Odisefs Karanicolas
M/M Mike Keriazis

M/M Billy Kocoronis

Ms Eleni Kocoronis

M/M Gus Kocoronis

Mr Harry Kocoronis

M/M John Kolakoglu
M/M Anastasios Koliofotis
Ms Niki Kordatou

M/M Vasilios Kostarelos
M/M Spiros Kourliouros
M/M Alexander Kouvatsos
Dr Peter Kouvatsos

M/M Fotios Lamnatos

Mr John Lamnatos

Ms Lola Lamnatos

Ms Sotiria Lamnatos

M/M Daniel Lewis

Atty Dorothy Livaditis

Drs Gus & Sophia Livaditis

Dr Laura Livaditis

M/M Thomas Livaditis

M/M Bill Mallas

M/M Konstantine Mallas

Ms Leah Mallas

M/M Thomas Mandras

Mr Aristidis Mantzavas &
Ms Rachel Mansfield

Drs George & Tricia Margetas

M/M Petros G Margetas

Ms Vasiliki Marros

Mr Demetrios Masgalas

Dr. Tassia Masgalas

Mr Tony Masgalas

Ms Georgia Mavros

M/M Thomas Meligakes

M/M Constantine Minetos

Ms Alisa Nicoara

M/M Eleftherios Nicozisis

Dr & Mrs Nicholas Pandelidis

M/M Dimos Papageorgiou

Mr George Papageorgiou

Miss Katerina Papageorgiou

M/M Chirss Papayannis

Dr & Mrs Eric Pienschke

M/M Athanasios Polychronis

Ms Katherine Rodas

Miss Marianna Rodas

Mr Sammy Rodas

M/M Socratis Rodas

M/M Jeremy Schwartz

Mrs Julie Sekeres

Ms Maria Siakavellas

M/M James K Sgagias

Mr Kostas D Sgagias

M/M Stephen Sheasley

Mr John Shelley

Rev. Deacon Thomas &
Diakonissa Janet Shelley

Ms Golfo Skouras

Ms Maria K Skouras

Ms Maria V Skouras

Ms Roula Skouras

M/M Stavros Skouras

M/M James St. John

M/M Jedidiah Steele

M/M John Sterns

Mr George Touras

Fr Andrew & Presvytera
Katherine Tsikitas

M/M Emmanuel Tsoflias

M/M Luke Tsoflias

Ms Aglaia Tsogas

M/M Emmanuel Tsogas

M/M Konstantinos Tsoukalis

M/M John Tsoukalos

Mr Charley Talbert &
Mrs Anna Papayannis

M/M Apostolos Vainas

M/M Vasilios Vainas

Ms Zoi Valakis

M:s Efthimia Vlahos

Mr Nikolaos D Vlahos

M/M Dustin Walker

M/M Nathan Walker

Ms Olympia Wilson

These are the people who have paid towards Stewardship for 2024. Thank you for you generosity and support of our community.
“Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things.

Enter into the joy qf]our lord.” - Matthew 25:21




‘ e, GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF Non-Profit Organ.
W- THE ANNUNCIATION
5- U.S. Postage
Y-" 2500 Pine Grove Road
< G York, Pennsylvania 17403 PAID 4
N M! TROPOLIS OF e
\\ PITTSBURGH Permit No.68 /,
\ RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED /
“ YORK, PA I’
‘ ! '
1 1
1 \
‘ 1 \
U \
’ \
’ \
7/ N
- s ~ N

- - - -

o ———————
- -
\

YORK GREEK ORTHODOX CH
OF THE ANNUNCIATIO

RCH

THURSDAY, MAY 16
6:00 PM

$25
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