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THE LADDER

Monthly newsletter of the Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation.

Submissions for consideration are due on the 15th of each month. Send to annunciation)/orkpa@gmail.com
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GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION
MINISTRY TEAM

Clergy Schedule of Worship Hours
Sundav Services (and Weekdavys)

Rev. Economos Fr. Andrew N. Tsikitas, Parish Priest
Rev. Deacon Thomas Shelley 8:30 AM Orthros

9:45 AM Divine Liturgy

Parish Council

President: Lola Lamnatos Sunday Church School
Vice President: George Karanicolas In person, after Holy Communion
Secretary: Maria Skouras
Treasurer: Kelly Sheasley Schedule of Church Events
Pastoral Visitati : B t
Nicholas Barakos Roula Skouras astora’ VISt .a rons . yreques
) ) Home & Business Blessings: By request
Apostolos Vainas Christopher Barakos
Pete H.armantms ) Dr. Nick Agapis Departments, Ministries and Committees
Zacharias Harmantzis
Church Choir Oratorical Festival Committee
GOYA Grounds & Maintenance
HOPE & JOY Tech & Security Committee
Church Staff Sunday School Stewardship Committee
. Philoptochos Scholarship Committee
Chantors: Nick Karageorge } o ) ]
> Senior Citizens Food Festival Committee
Reader Mark Bittner

) . Social Committee
Diaconissa Jan Shelley

Office Administrator: Georgia Georgakopoulos . . . ..
] . Anyone interested in serving on any qfthese organizations
Ladder Editor: Georgia Georgakopoulos

. or committees, please contact the Church Office.
Sunday Bulletin: Fr. Andrew Tsikitas

Thank you!
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PARISH COUNCIL, 2025-2026

We are excited to begin anew year with our
newly confirmed Parish Council members. ..

Front row - left to right

Roula Skouras, Christopher Barakos, Fr. Andrew
Tsikitas, Panagiotis Harmantzis, Maria V Skouras,

Lola Lamnatos

Back row - left to right

Kelly Sheasley, George Karanicolas, Nick
Barakos, Dr. Nick Agapis, Apostolos Vainas,
Zacharias Harmantzis

I S

MESSAGE FROM FR. ANDREW

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we are entering into our Lenten season again this year, My hope and prayer for myself and all of you is that we
truly take full advantage of this blessed opportunity that has been given to us once again to come to the divine
services more often, to pray more earnestly, to fast in a way that truly transforms us and helps us to gain control
of our passions, to study the Scriptures and other writings of the Fathers and Saints of our Church, and to grow in
our dedication to our faith, our parish, and most importantly, to our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ.

May we all have a blessed Lent, and may we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord with profound joy, peace and
reconciliation.

Your humble servant in the Lord,

t et

Ayammnroi ev Xp1ot® aderot,

KobBng praivoope oty mepiodo g ZapakooTig Kot PETOC, 1 EATIO0 Kol 1| TPOGELYN HOL Yo PEVA KOl OAOVG
€00G €lvol VoL EKUETOAAEVTOVE TPAYLOATIKE TANPMG VT TNV ELAOYNUEVN gvKoupia TOV oG dOONKE yio GAAN o
Qopa va. pyOpacTE T GVYVE oTig Beleg arkolovbiec, va TpocevLYOUAcTE O £VOEPLLA, VO VIIGTEVOVUE LE TPOTO
OV TPOYUATIKA HOG UETOUOPO®MVEL Kol pog Ponddel vo omOKTNOOLUE TOV €AEYY0 T®V TOO®V OGS, Vo
peretnoovpe Tic Ayieg I'pagég kKo ¢ ypapés tov Ayiov [Hatépov g Exkinciag pog, kot vo SUVOULOCOVLE TV
aQLEPMGCT GTNV THOTN HaG, TNV gvopia pag Kot kupimg otov Kopio, ®gd kot Zotrpa pog Incod Xpioto.

Evyopor va £xovpe 6Aot pa evAoynpévn Zoapakootr| Kot va yioptdoovue tnv Avactaomn tov Kvpiov pog pe Babia
YXOPA, EPNVT Kol GUUEIAIOOT).

O tanevog dovAog cog ev Kupiwm,

+AvVOpéac
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THE VOICE OF OUR FATH/H ®QNH TH: IIIZTEQE MAX

JOURNEY TO THE PASCHAL FEAST—DEACON THOMAS SHELLEY

Nearly four decades ago Jan and I attended a week-long conference in Topeka, Kansas. Two years prior we had attended a
similar conference in Albuquerque, New Mexico and had then headed north in the “four corners” region. We found
southern Colorado so delightful that we were determined to return.

Topeka seemed to place us within driving distance. The previous Colorado trip had not allowed time to ride to the summit
of Pike’s Peak; so this return visit would be centered on Colorado Springs.

But even with such a beautiful destination in mind we were quite unprepared for the journey. Everyone should travel by
land westward through the length--the great length--of Kansas once in their lifetime.

The pancake-griddle flatness of the nearly treeless landscape quickly became monotony. In every direction there was
wheat, wheat, and more wheat--and on/y wheat.

At fairly regular intervals a small dark speck would appear on the horizon. Even at Interstate highway speeds it would
remain just a speck for many minutes before suddenly enlarging to such size that it was recognizable as the regional grain
elevator. We would whiz past the structure back to endless fields of grain for many minutes until the next such speck
would appear.

The cycle repeated for hour after hour after hour. Field-speck-grain elevator; field-speck-grain elevator. Hour after hour
after hour. Before lunch, and after. Field-speck-grain elevator--again, and again.

Then, near the Colorado border something new emerged on the horizon. This was not a single dark speck, but a random
pattern of mostly white with dark intermixed. Like the seemingly endless grain elevators this too seemed to remain tiny
and distant.

But as afternoon wore on it became unmistakable--we had been staring all that time at the peaks of the front range of the
Colorado Rockies; and now, at long (very long) last they were filling the view from the windshield.

The day before our departure from Topeka the midwest had been raked by severe thunderstorms, hail, and tornadoes. Our
cross-Kansas journey had carried us deeper and deeper into the clear, cool Canadian air that had spawned the severe
weather.

We arrived in Colorado Spring with plenty of daylight remaining-- thanks to a favorable time-zone change--and
immediately headed to Mount Manitou. With a summit of slightly under 9,500 feet it is definitely the tiny cousin of Pike’s
Peak. We rode the now defunct Manitou incline to its summit.

The afternoon sun and crystal clear skies afforded a view eastward of the flat expanse we had crossed. Even though this
was the smaller of the railway scarred peaks it was readily apparent how Katherine Lee Bates had found the inspiration for
the opening lines of America the Beautiful, for here indeed were the sparkling spacious skies and amber waves of grain.

Would we have appreciated that view without the journey that had preceded it? Most definitely. But the skies were all the
richer for having passed through the landscape now greeting our eyes.

On the Festival of the Resurrection of Our Lord we will be brought to the summit of the mountain on which God spreads
before us the ultimate blessings of plenty and peace:

This is it, the Day which is chosen and holy,

Day One of the Sabbaths.

1t is the queen-day, the Lord's Day,

and the Feast of all feasts,

and the Festival above every festival,

on which we extol Christ and bless Him to the ages. [Seventh Ode Heirmos, Canon of Pascha]

We can--and, most assuredly, we will--reach this summit whether we have been rigorous or lax; whether we have been
attentive or indifferent; whether we have been diligent or neglectful. But the view is most spectacular and the celebration
most jubilant if we first make the difficult journey.

Buried with You yesterday, O Christ,

with You now resurrected, I also rise today.

Yesterday I was with You crucified.

O Savior, with Yourself glorify me in Your rule. [Sticheron, Second Ode Canon of Pascha]

May we journey together through the struggle to the feast of victory!
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A NOTE OF THANKS—DEACON THOMAS SHELLEY

In the previous issue of The Ladder I wrote about the abrupt transition from the Nativity cycle to the Passion cycle and how the
Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord becomes the “hinge” on which this transition swings.

We were blessed this year to celebrate that beautiful Feast on a Sunday so that a much larger portion of our community could hear
the stirring hymnody and the poignant Scripture lessons.

Little did I know that as that Sunday’s services were underway an abrupt transition was occurring in the social hall to prepare for
celebrating a major personal transition. There were many “conspirators” working on Diaconissa’s (DJ’s) behest to make my 65
birthday celebration a total surprise.

And surprised I was—by the table decorations, the fabulous luncheon buffet, the decorated cakes and other desserts, and by the
many totally unexpected gifts. Two gifts stood out from the rest: First, as I walked toward the hall Dimitra Vainas ran up to me to
deliver an Icon of the Presentation which she had just colored in Sunday School and on which she had written “Happy Birthday”;
Second, the group greeting from our GOY Ans and their coaches and advisors which they recorded during their busy tournament
weekend in Cleveland.

Fifteen months ago I had surprised DJ with a much smaller celebration which had included a cake inscribed “Welcome to
Medicare”.

You all surpassed that many times over!

1o mponyovpevo tevyog g KAipakoag £ypaya yio v andtoun petdfaocn amd tov kokio g ['évvnong otov kokio tov [Tabdv
ka1 Tdg 1 Eopt ¢ Yromavtig yivetor 1 «apBpmony» méveo oty omoio TaAavtedeTal vt 1 LETAPaoN.

Eilyape v gvdoyia @£tog va yioptdoovpe autv v 6popen yopt avt v Kvplokn, €161 dote éva moAd peyalvtepo LéPog
™G KOWOTNTAG LOG VO LTOPEL VoL 0KODGEL TOV GUYKAOVIGTIKO DUVO KoL To GLYKAOVIGTIKG pabnpata g Ipoagng.

Agv nEepa 6TL KaBmg extelovvTav 1 Agttovpyia tng Kvpraxng, cuvéBave puo andtoun petdfaocn otnv Kootk Hag aifovoa yio
VO TPOETOUAOTEL YI0L TOV €0PTOCUO LG UEYOANG TPOCMMIKNG HETARoNG. YNPYoy TOAAOL «GUVOUOTEG) TOV SOVAEYAV LE TNV
&vToM) g Alokéviooag POTEVNAG Yo Vo KAVOuV TOV €0pTacHd TV 650V yeveOAiov pov o amdivtn Ekminén.

Kot mpaypotikd Eapvidomro—ond m dtakdounon tov tpanellov, ToV VIEPOYO LECTLEPLOVO UTOVQE, TO. OLKOGUNUEVO KEIK KO
GAlo emddpmIo, Kol amd To TOAAA EVIEAMG AmPocdOknTa dmpa. Avo ddpa Eexdpicav amd to vrorowro: [Ipdtov, Kabnhg
TPOYWPOLGO TPOg TNV aifovoa,  Afuntpa Baiva étpele Kovid pov yia vo pov tapadncet po Eikovo me Yromoving mov poig
elye ypopotioer oto Katnymrikd Xyoleio kot otnv omoia gixe ypayel «Xpovia [ToArdy. Agutepov, 0 OpadIKOG YOPETIGHOS amd
mv GOYA pog kot Tovg Tpomovntég Kol Toug GLHPOOAOVE TOVG TTOL MYOYPAPNCAV KOTE TN OLAPKELD. TOV TOAVAGYOAOL
Zafpatokvplokov Tovpvoud tovg oto KAiBeravt.

IMpwv amd dexamévie unveg eiya ekmAngel v AloKOVIGoo PE o TOAD PKpOTEPT YI0pT OV TEPIAAUPAVE Lo, TOVPTO LE TNV
emypapn «Korlog nAbeg oto Medicarey.

Exetvn v éxndnén myv Eemepdoate moAlég popéc! TToddd svyapiotd!!

GREAT LENT—FR. THOMAS HOPKO

The season of Great Lent is the time of preparation for the feast of the Resurrection of Christ. It is the living symbol of
man’s entire life which is to be fulfilled in his own resurrection from the dead with Christ. It is a time of renewed devotion:
of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. It is a time of repentance, a real renewal of our minds, hearts and deeds in conformity
with Christ and his teachings. It is the time, most of all, of our return to the great commandments of loving God and our
neighbors.

In the Orthodox Church, Great Lent is not a season of morbidity and gloominess. On the contrary, it is a time of joyfulness
and purification. We are called to “anoint our faces” and to “cleanse our bodies as we cleanse our souls.” The very first
hymns of the very first service of Great Lent set the proper tone of the season:

Let us begin the lenten time with delight . . . let us fast from passions as we fast from food, taking pleasure in the good words
of the Spirit, that we may be granted to see the holy passion of Christ our God and his holy Pascha, spiritually rejoicing.

Thy grace has arisen upon us, O Lord, the illumination of our souls has shown forth; behold, now is the acceptable time;
behold, now is the time of repentance (Vespers Hymns).

It is our repentance that God desires, not our remorse. We sorrow for our sins, but we do so in the joy of God’s mercy. We
mortify our flesh, but we do so in the joy of our resurrection into life everlasting. We make ready for the resurrection during
Great Lent, both Christ’s Resurrection and our own.
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Lenten Fasting

A special word must be said about fasting during lent. Generally speaking, fasting is an essential element of the Christian
life. Christ fasted and taught men to fast. Blessed fasting is done in secret, without ostentation or accusation of others (Mt
6.16; Rom 14). It has as its goal the purification of our lives, the liberation of our souls and bodies from sin, the
strengthening of our human powers of love for God and man, the enlightening of our entire being for communion with the
Blessed Trinity.

The Orthodox rules for lenten fasting are the monastic rules. No meat is allowed after Meatfare Sunday, and no eggs or dairy
products after Cheesefare Sunday. These rules exist not as a Pharisaic “burden too hard to bear” (Lk 11.46), but as an ideal
to be striven for; not as an end in themselves, but as a means to spiritual perfection crowned in love. The lenten services
themselves continually remind us of this.

Let us fast with a fast pleasing to the Lord. This is the true fast: the casting off of evil, the bridling of the tongue, the cutting
off of anger, the cessation of lusts, evil talking, lies and cursing. The stopping of these is the fast true and
acceptable (Monday Vespers of the First Week).

The lenten services also make the undeniable point that we should not pride ourselves with external fasting since the devil
also never eats!

The ascetic fast of Great Lent continues from Meatfare Sunday to Easter Sunday, and is broken only after the Paschal Divine
Liturgy. Knowing the great effort to which they are called, Christians should make every effort to fast as well as they can, in
secret, so that God would see and bless them openly with a holy life. Each person must do his best in the light of the given
ideal.

In addition to the ascetic fasting of the lenten season, the Orthodox alone among Christians also practice what is known as
eucharistic or liturgical fasting. This fasting does not refer to the normal abstinence in preparation for receiving the holy
eucharist; it means fasting from the holy eucharist itself.

During the week days of Great Lent the regular eucharistic Divine Liturgy is not celebrated in Orthodox churches since the
Divine Liturgy is always a paschal celebration of communion with the Risen Lord. Because the lenten season is one of
preparation for the Lord’s Resurrection through the remembrance of sin and separation from God, the liturgical order of the
Church eliminates the eucharistic service on the weekdays of lent. Instead the non-eucharistic services are extended with
additional scripture readings and hymnology of a lenten character. In order that the faithful would not be entirely deprived of
Holy Communion on the lenten days, however, the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts is celebrated on Wednesday and Friday
evenings.

Even during Great Lent, Saturday (the Sabbath Day) and Sunday (the Lord’s Day) remain eucharistic days, and the Divine
Liturgy is celebrated. On Saturdays it is the normal Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom, usually with prayers for the dead. On
Sundays it is the longer Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great.

The well-known teaching that Saturdays and Sundays are never days of fasting in the Orthodox Church, an issue emphasized
centuries ago when controversy arose with the Latin Church, refers only to this eucharistic-liturgical fast. During Great Lent,
even though the eucharistic fast is broken on Saturdays and Sundays, the ascetical fast continues through the weekends since
this fasting is an extended effort made from Meatfare Sunday right to Easter itself.

GREAT LENT—FR. THOMAS HOPKO

H mepiodog g Meyding Zapakootng eival 1 ®pa TG TPOETOUAGING Yo TNV €0pT TG Avdotacng tov Xpiotov. Eival to
Covtovoe oopporo oAdKAnpng ¢ {ong Tov avlpdmov Tov TPOKEITAL Vo EKTANP®OEL 6N S1KN) TOL AVACTUGCT OO TOLGC
vekpoOg pe tov Xplotd. Eivar Kopdg avovempéving oeocimong: mpooevyng, vnoteiag kot erenpoovvng. Etvar koipog
UETAVOL0G, TPAYHOTIKY OVOVEMGT] TOV HLOAOD, TNG KAPAIG Kol TV TPAEEDY HOG GE SLPQMVia pe Tov XPloTd Kol TG
dwackarieg Tov. Eivar n dpa, kupimg, NG EMGTPOPNG HOG OTIG MEYAAEG EVTOAEG TNG AyAmNG Tov @g0V KOl TOL TANGIOV oG,

v Op06doén Exxkinoia n MeydAn Zapakootr) dev givol emoyr voonpotntog kot {oeepotntag. Avtifeta, eival kaipog
yopas kot e&ayviopov. Kaioduaote va «ypicovpe 1o mpdoomd pocg» kol vo «kobopicovpe to chpatd pog Ommg
kaBapilovpe T1g Youyég pacy. Ot TpdTol Hvol NG TPAOTNS Acttovpyiag TS Meyding Zapakootng £dmoay ToV KATAAANAO
TOVO NG EMOYNG:

Ag Lexivioovue ) o0paKooth UEe YOpQ... O VHOTEDOVUE OTO Ta TGO OTWS VHOTEDOVUE OTTO THY TPOPY, ATOLoUPAVoVTas T
KoAd Aoyia tov Iveduarog, yia vo poag dobei n dvvardtyra vo. dodue ta ayio. madn tov Xpiotod tov Ocod pog kar 10 aylo
Laoya tov va ayarlialovy mvevuotika.

H yopn 2ov avéfnke movw uog, Kopie, pavire o pwtiouos tes woxns pog. 10ov, twpa eivor 1 amodekth wpa. 1000, twpo. eival
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n opo. ¢ petdvoias (Yuvor tov Eomeprvod).

Eivail n petdvold pog mov emibouei o Ggdg, Oy o1 TOYELG UAG. AVTOVUOGTE Y0 TIG CUOPTIEG UOG, OAAG TO KAVOLUE HE TN
¥opa Tov eAéovg Tov Pe0V. Nekpdvovpe Tn olpKa Hoc, GAAG TO KAVOLLE e TN Xopd TNG avAGTAGTG HoG TNV a1dvia (on.
Etowalopacte yio v Avdotoor katd tn Meydin Zapakootr], 1060 TV AvAcTacT Tov Xplotol 660 Kot Tr) S1KH oG,

Nnoteio The ZapaKooTiC

Mo 1d1aitepn AéEn mpémet va emmbel yuo T vnoteia katd ) ddpkea g Xapakootg. [evikd, n vnoteia glvan anapaitnto
otogeio g ypotovikng Cong. O Xprotdg vioteye kot 6idage tovg avBpmmovg va viotedbovv. H gvhoynuévn vnoteio
yivetar kpod, yopic emdeitelg 1 katnyopieg mpog tovg dArovg (Math. 6,16- Pop. 14). 'Exet o¢ otdyo tov e€ayvioud g
Cong pog, v ameAevbépmaon TG Yuyng Kot ToV GOUTOS LG and TNV auaptio, TNV gvioyvon Tov avipdmivov duvapemv
HOG TNG ayamng Tpog Tov Oed Kot Tov avOpmmo, ToV OTIGHO 0AOKANPTG TG bTapENG Lag Yo Kowvavia pe v Ayio Tpidda.

O 0pB6do&oL KavOveg Yo TN vnoteia TG ZapakocTNG Eivol Ol LOVACTIKOL KAVOVEG. AEV EMITPEMETOL TO KPEUG LETO TNV
Kvprokn g Amokpém, 00TE Ta 0LYA 1 TA YOAOKTOKOUKE Tpoiovta petd tnv Kvplakn g Tupvng. Avtol ot kavoveg dev
vapyovv ¢ Puploaikd «eoptio oAy duckoro va onkmBel» (Aovk. 11.46), 0AAG ®C 1OOVIKO TOV TPETEL VO EXOIDEOVLLE.
Ol MG OVTOCKOTOG, GAAN (OC LEGO Y10 TVEVUATIKY TEAELOTNTO GTEPAVMUEVT otV oydmn. Ot idieg o1 TEAETEC TG ZUPOKOGTNG
uog to vrevvpilovy cuveymg.

Ag vnotebovue ue wyargza evdpeotn arov Kopio. Avth eivar n alnOvn wyargwc n omoppu//;y TOV KOKOD, O )(a/lzvaywyog S
yAwaeog, n axokowh Tov Gouod, n wovon Twv Tobwv, n Koxio outiio, To wiuo kot n kotapa. H diaxorh ovtwv eivar 1 toyeio,
oAnBivy ko1 amodexty (Aevtépo. Eorepivog A" Efdouddag).

Ot capakootiavég akolovBieg Kavovv emiong to avauopritnto onuelo 0Tl dev TPEMEL VA VTEPPAVEVOLOOTE UE TNV
eEmtepikn ynoteio apov kot o didforog dev TpadeEL TOTE!

H aoxntikn vnoteio g Meyding Teooapakootic cuveyiletar amd v Kvplaxn g Amokpéc émg v Kvpakr tov Ildoya
Kot dakomteTan povo petd v Haoyolwn Oeia Asttovpyia. ['vopilovtag t peydin tpoondbeia oty onoio KalovvTal, ot
Xpiotwovoi Oa pémel va kotaPdiovy kKabe mpoomabeia va vnotedovy 660 KOADTEPO UTOPOVY, KPLEA, Y0 VO TOVG OEL O
®edc koL vo, Tovg evhoynosl eavepd pe ayio (on. Kdbe dropo mpémel va kavel 10 KaAdTePo duvatd VIO TO TPIGHO TOV
5edoEVOL 150V1K0D.

Ext6g and v acknTikn vnoteio tng mepLodov e Xapakootng, ot Opbddo&ot uovor peta&d Tmv Xpiotiovay ackoby emiong
TN YVOOTN ®G EVYOPIOTIOKN N AEITOLPYIKN Vnoteio. Avti M vnoteio dev avaQEPETAL GTNY KOVOVIKY OTOYN KOTG TNV
mpogTolpasio yo T Aqyn g Oelag Evyapiotiog. Xnuaivel vinoteio amd v idwa ™ Osio Evyapiotio.

Tig efdopadiaieg nuépeg g Meyding Teooapaxootig dev TeAeiton 1 TOKTIKY guyoplotiokn Osio Agttovpylo 6ToLG
OpB6do&ovg vaovg apov m Bela Asttovpyia eival mdvta TacyaAldTikn kowvovia e tov Avaotdvta Kopo. Emeidn n
mEP10d0C TNG LapaKooTnG elvat Teplodog tpoetolpaciog yia v Avdotaon tov Kuplov péowm g avapvnong g apoptiog
Kol TOV amoY®pPwopov ond tov Ogd, m Aewwovpywn téén g ExxAnclog xatapysi tnv gvyopiotiokn Asitovpyio Tig
KaOnuepwvég g vnoteiag. Avtifeta, ol Un evYaPIoTINKEG 0KOAOLOIES EMEKTEIVOVTOL IE TPOGHETEG OVAYVAOOELS YPOPDOV KOl
vuvoroyia capakootiavoy yapoktipa. ['a va pnv otepnBodv opwe ot miotol mavielmg T Ocio Kowvovia tig nuépeg g
Yapakootig, 1 Agttovpyio Tov [ponyacuévov Adpmv tedeitar v Tetdpt kou v [opackevn| to andysvpa.

Axopun kot katd ™ MeydAn Zapaxootn, o LapPoto kot 1 Kvprakny ( nuépa tov Kupiov) mopapévouy vyapioTiokég
nuépeg kot tereitar n Ogla Aettovpyia. Ta Zapfota yiveton 1 kKavoviky Agitovpyia Tov Ayiov lodvvn tov Xpvsootopov,
ouvnBmg pe TPooeLyES Yo Toug vekpovg (to Puyosdfpata). Tig Kuplakég eivar 1 peyakdtepn Aettovpyio Tov Meydhiov
Baotiegiov.

H yvoot) dwbackario 6Tl ta ZaPPata ko o Kvprokéc dev elvar moté uépeg vnoteiog otnv Opbodoén Exkincia, 0éua mov
TOVIGTNKE TPV OO aLdVES OTOV TPoEkvye dtopdyn pe ™ Aatwvikn Exkinoio, avaeépetor Hovo 6g avtiv TNV EVY0PIoTIOKN -
Aertovpyikn vnoteio. Katd m Meydin Teocapakooti), TopOA0 TOV 1 EVYAPICTIOKT] VI|OTELN dloKOTTETAL TO. ZAPPOTA Ko TIG
Kvplaxée, 1 aokntikn vnoteio cuveyiletor kot ta Zaffatokvplaxa, a@ol avt) 1 vnoteia eival pio eKTETopéVN TPocTddeLn
mov yivetan amd v Kvpraxni tov Kpeonwieiov péypt to id10 to I1aoyoa.
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FOorR YOUR CLARIFICATION...

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION
EAAHNIKH OPOOAOZOY. EKKAHXIA TOY EYATTEAIZMOY

METROPOLIS OF
PITTSBURGH

February 12, 2025

What is a “Member in Good Standing”?

The question of membership in a parish, specifically, what it means to be a member, has been a
conversation that has been going on for quite some time. Our parish is no different in that respect, and we
have made great efforts to clarify what that means. In order to be considered a “member in good standing”
of our parish, the following conditions must be met:

1. The person must first and foremost be a Baptized/Chrismated member of the Orthodox
Christian faith, and if asked, must be able to provide a copy of their Baptismal or
Chrismation certificate.

2. The person must also be living their life in accordance with the canonical, ethical and moral
teachings of the Orthodox Christian faith. These things include, but are not limited to, the
following:

a. Shouldbe attending Divine Liturgy on a regular basis. They should also be attending
to their spiritual development through prayer, fasting, reading of Scriptures and
other important texts, etc.

b. If married, they must be married in the church, not just civilly.

c. They should not be living with someone of the opposite gender, with whom they
are not married.

d. Ifthey are divorced, they must have received an Ecclesiastical Divorce.

e. If there is any question about these or any other situations, please speak with the
parish priest.

3. The person must also be a regular steward of the parish, supporting the work of the church
both financially and personally.

a. There are many opportunities to help the work of our parish, and people should be
volunteering to help out whenever they can. This includes our Food Festivals, youth
ministries, various parish committees, etc.

b. The financial needs of the community based on our annual budget are about
$60,000/month. In order to meet those needs, the minimum suggested annual
stewardship for a family (a married couple, with or without dependent children) is
$750 ($62.50/month), and for a single adult $500 ($41.66/month). These pledges
can be fulfilled annually, or monthly (the more preferred option). Again, these are
suggested amounts to be used as a guideline and reference point.

c. Also, stewardship pledges should be made consistently every year. If someone
should let their stewardship lapse, then they must bring themselves up to date in
order to re-establish good standing with the parish.

All of these things must be in effect for 2 years to be considered a member in good standing of our
parish for on-going (not new) members. To have a Sacrament (wedding, baptism, etc.) in our community,
in order to be able to stand as a god-parent for a baptism/chrismation, a koumbaro/a at a wedding, in order
to be eligible to serve on the Parish Council, to vote in the parish elections and at the General Assemblies,
all of these conditions must also be met and current.

2500 Pine Grove Rd., York, PA, 17403 e Tel.: (717) 741-4200 ® Fax: (717) 747-0468 ® Web: www.agocy.org
E-mail: annunciationyorkpa@gmail.com
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I'tA THN AIEYKPINIZH XAZX...

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION
EAAHNIKH OPOOAOEOY, EKKAHYIA TOY EYAITEAIZMOY

METROPOLIS OF
PITTSBURGH

12 ®eBpovapiov, 2025

Th givon £vo «MELMC 68 KOA KOTAOTAG)»;

To Lo ™G évTaéng o€ o evopio, CLYKEKPLUEVE, TL ONULOIVEL Vo elcon HEAOG oG evoplag, etvort o
KkovBévta mov yiverol Yo apketd Kopd otnv Apylemokont| poc. H evopio pog dev e€aupeite amd ovty v
ov{tmon, kot £ovpe kavel peydhec mpoonddeieg yio va dievkpivicovpe Tt onpaivel owtd. Tlpokeipévon va
OepnBel kdmolog g «UEAOG GE KOAN KOTAGTOCT» TNG EVOPIOG HOG, TPETEL VO TANPOVVTOL Ol 0KOAOVDES
npoimobéceig:

1. Tlpémer mpdra ko kupiog vo givon Bantiouévo/Xpiopévo pélog g Opbodoéng XpioTiavikng
wioTng Kat, €6V Tov (NTNOel, TPémel va Umopel VoL TapAGyEL aVTiypopo TOV TiaTomoTikoy Bamtiong
1 Xpiopotds tov.

2. Ilpénel emiong vo Le1  on Tov GOHE®VO e TiG KavoviKEG Kot noikég didaokarieg g Opbddoéng
Xpiotiovikng Tiote. Avtd to Tpdypota tepropfdavouy, oAAdd dev mepropilovtar og, Ta akoiovba

a. Qo mpénetl va Tapakorovdel T Otior Agitovpyia o TokTiK) Pdon. Oo mpénel eniong va
OVOTTUGGEL TNV TVELHATIKN Tov {mN HECH TPOGEVYNG, VNoTeing, aviyvmong Tov Ayiov
Ipapdv Kot GAA®Y STUOVTIKOV KEWEVOV K.AT.

b. Edav eivou movtpepévog, mpémel va ivor TovTpePéVog EKKANGLAGTIKG, OYL LOVO LE TTOMTIKO
yapo.

C. Agv TPENEL VOl GUYKOTOLKEL e KATOLOV GALOV PULOV, e TOV 0Tt010 deV Eivol TAVTPEUEVOC.

d. Av givon dralevypévog Ba mpémet va £xel Tapel Exiddnolootikd daldyto.

e. Edav éyxete omowdnmote omopio. oyeTIKA [e ovTEG 1| GAAES KOTOOTACEL, TOPOKOAOVLE
LWANOTE e TOV 1EPEN TNG EVOPTOC.

3. IIpémet va gtvon Ko TaKTIKOG OtKOVOLLOG TG evopiag, vrootnpilovtag to £pyo Tng ekkAnciog 1o
OlKOVOUIKG OGO KOl TPOCOTIKA.

a. Ymhpyovv mohAég evkaipieg yio vo. fonbfcovpe to £pyo g evopiag pag kot ot GvOpmmot
0o wpémel va fondncovv eBelovrtikd dmote pmopovv. Avtd nepiappavel o PectiBar pog,
ta. [Ipoypdppoto Neokaiog, S10popeg EVOPLOKEG EMTPOTEG K.AT.

b. Ot owovopkés avaykes g Kowotntog pe Pdon Tov €1o10 TPOHTOAOYIGHO Lag gival
nepinov $60,000/pfvo. IMpokepévovr va kodlvebBodv avtéc ol aviykes, m gldylotn
TPOTEIVOUEVY] ETNOLOL SMPEQ Y10, L0, OIKOYEVELX (EVol TaVTPEUEVO (EVYApL, e 1 Y0pig Tondid)
gtvar $750 ($62.50/ufva) kot yuo évav dyapo evidiko $500 ($41.66/unva). Avtég ot
decpEVOELS PTOPOVV VO EKTANP®OODV £TNoimg 1 UNVici®g (1] TO TPOTIUDUEVT ETLOYN).
Kot i, awtéc eivon mpoteivoueves moodtreg mov Ho ypnoiporombodv og katevbouvimpio
YpopuY Kot onpeio avopopais.

c. Emiong, o1 decpedoeis diayeipiong mpémetl va yivovral pe cuvéneia kabe xpovo. Edv kdmolog
aQNoEL TNV GLVOPOUN TOL vo. ANEEl, TOTE TPEMEL VO, OVOTANPDOCEL TO, KEVA Y10, Vo
OTOKATACTNOEL TV KOAN B€om pe v evopia.

Ola ot mpémel va 1oxvovV yio 2 xpdvia yio va Bswpeite kamolog HEAOG o€ Ko KATAOTOGN TNG
evopiog pog yio ta cuvexlopeva (oxt véa) pén. o va yivel kémolo Muotipio (Yapoc, Bartion K.AT.) otnv
KOWOTNTA LOG, Y10 VO UTOPEGEL VO 6TaOEL KATO10¢ 0vAd0Y0G 6€ PATTION/XPICUM, KOVUTAPOG/ 0L GE YOO, Y10, VO
dikoovTon v vanpetiosl oto Evoplaxkd XZvpfodiio, va ynoeicel otic evoplakeg exroyég ko otig [Nevikég
Yvveleloelg, Ohe 0VTEG OL TPOVTODEGELG TIPETEL VAL Efval GE EPOPLLOYT.

2500 Pine Grove Rd., York, PA, 17403 e Tel.: (717) 741-4200 ¢ Fax: (717) 747-0468 ¢ Web: www.agocy.org
E-mail: annunciationyorkpa@gmail.com
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(LT S @ .
‘Taste of Greece ™

Dinner Fundraiser Event o
Saturday April 26, 2025 6:00 p.m.

. Join us for an evening of traditional Greek cuisine,

live music and dancing

Adults $60 Children under 12 $25
Tickets on Sale March 3

Proceeds will be donated to

Bell Socialization Services
York County Food Bank

Hellemic Cultural Center
2500 Pine Grove Rd
“York,PA 17403

Event is sponsored by

", 8 < Annunciatioh Greek Ladies Philoptochos Society ¥
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FREE
[3ook

" Giveaway C .

SUNDAY MARCH 2

We have accumulated many books that
we can not use. Please feel free to
browse the bins and take any books

TABLES WITH BOOKS WILL BE IN CHURCH HALL VESTIBULE

We are thankful for donated items but

in the future please speak with

Fr Andrew or the Parish Council before

dropping off items.
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GODPARENTS SUNDAY

ANNUNCIATION YORK

CODPARENT SUNDAY

Zmﬂ@g MM@“ /

Godparents and godchildren of all ages are
encouraged to attend Divine Liturgy
together and receive Holy Communion

Followed by community
continental breakfast

ORTHROS 8:30 a.m.
DIVINE LITURGY 9:45 a.m.
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LENTEN LUNCHEON FUNDRAISER

LENTEN LUNCHEON FUNDRAISER

Adults $25

Salad
Shrimp Creole
Rice Pilaf
Baked Greek vegetables

Assorted Desserts

Children(ages 6-10) $10

Pasta Marinara
Children under 5 No charge

HOSTED BY

GREEK LADIES PHILOPTOCHOS

SUNDAY

MARCH 2 3 AT 12 NOON

2025 \
g ]
TICKETS FOR SALE UNTIL MARCH 17 AN
CONTACT )
KATERINA VAINAS 717-880-8486 R\
MARINA RONTIRIS 717-332-3809 \ i
\ \‘\Ja\
g checks payable to “ ~
N\ 5 Greek Ladies Philoptochos N o4

"

- N A
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EASTER CARD

T e e e e e e e e e e e
Community Pascha Card - Kowotikn ITaoyaivr Kapta

It’s that time of year when we as a Community come together and share
our warm Pascha wishes through a Community Easter Card

Eivar avtn n otryun tov xpovov mov potpalouacte tic Ocpuéc
o XaAwec evyéc pag uéow e Iaoyxadivne Kaptac

** Minimum Donation: Individual/Family $25, Awpea $25 **

Your donation can be mailed or brought to the church office

** NO later than Sunday, March 16, 2025 -IIpoO¢eouiac Kvpiaxn, 16 Maptiov 2025 **

Make checks payable to :
Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation
2500 Pine Grove Rd - York, PA 17403

Thank you for your generous support! Lag evxapiotooue yia v vmootnpién oag!

Your Name/Ovopa:

Name as you would like it to appear in the Paschal Card
To 6voua oag 0w Oa OéAate otV kK&QTa

Please print clearly - Extvniawote xabapa

& 4%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

P e e e e e e e e
R B i R R e e W
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EASTER LILY DONATIONS ‘

Easter Lily Donations

$30 per plant

For those interested in makRing a donation to decorate the Narthex and Sanctuary
for Pascha, please fill out the information below. ..

Deadline to order is: Sunday, March 30th
Please contact the office at 717-741-4200 or

Email: annunciationyorkpa@gmail.com with any questions or to place your order

We thank you for your support!

In Memory of :

For The Health of:

Number of plants: Total:

Mail Checks to:
Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation
2500 Pine Grove Rd - York, PA 17403
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EASTER DONATIONS

The Great Lent and Easter Season is approaching quickly and once again we are asking for your
contributions and donations towards the adornment of our Church during the Lenten and
Pascha season. Your support and generosity is greatly appreciated!

H meplodog g MeydAng Zapakootig kot Tov [Taoya mAnoL&lel kat yio GAAN pio opd oag intd-

uedwpeég yla tov otoAlopd s EkkAnociag pag kata tnv mepiodo g Zapakootn§ kat Tov Ia-
oX0. ZOG EVXATPLOTOVE YLA T YeEVValoSdwpla Kot vtootipLén oag!

Remaining items for donation

Flowers for the March 28th Salutations to the Virgin Mary Icon - $70
Flowers for the St. Gregory Palamas Icon - $70

Palms for Palm Sunday Crosses - $300
Flowers for the Last Supper Icon - $70
Potted flowers for Crucifixion (20 plants) - $300 / or two donors of $150 each

____Rose petal for Kouvouklion - $70

__ Flowers for Kouvouklion - $2,500 / 25 donors of $100 each (6 donors so far)
_____ Priest’s Anastasi Candle & Incense - $350

_____Altar Anastasi Candle - $250

_____Border flowers for the Christ Icon in Narthex - $225

____ Flowers for the Theotokos Life-giving Spring Icon - $70

Items for donation are fulfilled VERY FAST!

Please call or email the Church office ASAP if you are interested in donating .

717-741-4200 OR annunciationyorkpa@gmail.com

Please indicate if your donation is “In Memory of” or “Health of” a loved one

Thank you to everyone who has donated so generously so far!
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Annunciation I

Bingo
[light

Sunday April 27, 2025 @ 6PM

Play | Win | Have Fun

$25 in advance”® for 20 bingo sheets
$30 at the door
Winners choose from 3 variety

of gift baskets & gift cards

Light refreshments will be available

*Reserve & pay by 4/21 by calling church office
717.741.4200 or email annunciationyorkpa@gmail.com

Proceeds benefit Annunciation College Scholarship Fund
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Please join us.... Sunday,

April 13th
Following

Divine Liturgy

in fellowship and love

as we prepare for
Holy Week and Pascha!

AN 8
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EASTER EGG HUNT

Attentlon Klols!!

Yow're Lnvited to an Easter Egg Hunt!
saturday, April 19, 2025
Adfter the morning divine Liturgy

Don't forget to bring Your baskets!

. Parents- please consider donating candy filled eggs for the
hunt.  Donations accepted through Holy Thursday.

Thank you !

KANO T1A=ZXA!

|
|
Children 12 and under DV\,Lg please
|
|




March 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
30 Gy | 31 1
'y |
ﬁ*‘ Great Compline Second
Sunday of St. John 6:30 pm Saturday of
Climacus Souls
8:30 am Orthros 8:30 am Orthros
9:45 am Div. Liturgy 9:45 am Div.
Liturgy
2 3 4 5 6 7 8  Third
Forgiveness Clean Monday Greek School Presanctified Greek School First Saturday of Souls
Sunday S5pm-7pm Liturgy 5pm-7pm Salutations to S;B»ZSaraanI;Fhros
B 1V.
(Cheesefare Great Compline 6:30pm the Theotokos Li
Sunday) 6:30 pm 6:30 pm iturgy
I Parish Council| Greek School Pan-Orthodox Sun-
9:45 am Div. Liturgy . day of Orthodoxy
Vespers of Meeting 5pm-6:30 pm Vespers, 5pm, St.
Forgiveness 7:00 pm John Chrys. Ortho-
6:30pm dox Church, York,
=P PA
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Second
' Salutations to
Sunday of Fr. Andrew will be away attending the Metropolis of Pittsburgh Clergy
e S the Theotokos
Orthodoxy Retreat at Antiochian Village from March 10-13
6:30 pm
8:30 am Orthros
9:45 am Div. Litur
8y Greek School Greek School Greek School
Spm-7pm 5pm-6:30 pm S5pm-7pm
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
ol Great Compline | Greek School Presanctified | Greek School Third
Sunday of 6:30 pm 5pm-7pm Liturgy 5pm-7pm Salutations to
St. Gregory 6:30pm the Theotokos
Palamas 6:30pm
8:30 am Orthros Office closed Greek School
9:45 am Div. Liturgy 5pm—6:30 pm
Greek School
Program
23 24 25 ] 26 27 28 29
: Great Compline M Presanctified Greek School Fourth
Sunday of the 6:30 pm AT‘;I““T“;‘“:"E of Liturgy 5pm-7pm Salutations to
. e €0toKos
Veneration of 8:30 am Orthros 6:30pm the Theotokos
the Cross 9:45 am Div. Liturgy 6:30pm
8:30 am Orthros Greek Greek School
9:45 am Div. Liturgy I“depe_nf_ence Day 5pm-6:30 pm
Philoptochos = p =UP

Lenten Luncheon

Greek School
5:00 pm-7:00 pm




Maptioc 2025

Kvo Agv Tot Ter Ilep I Laf
30 P’—dg 31 1
@,%%; Méya 20v
el Amédeimvo Wvxooappatov
Kvotaxr tov 6:30 ppt 8:30 mp Opbog
Avyov Twavvn 9:45 Tt Aertovg.
tov KAtpakog
8:30 mtu Opboog
9:45 mu Aettovg.
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 3ov
Kvotakn tng Ka®agd EAANVIKO IMoonyiaouévn EAANVIKO A’ WYvxoo Ufﬁﬁ“’fov
Luyxwenoewg : LxoAeio A&rtovgyia IxoAeio Xawgetiopot 8:30 i Oefgoc
830 OoBoo Agvtépa 5 7 6:30 5 7 6:30 9:45 mtu Aertovg.
U T QURQOG o HU-7up 2OV avoeB6d0£0g
9:45 mtu Aertovg. , .
Méya E , EAANVIKO E(’mggog ™ms
2 VOQLAKO , O00Bodoliag, 5y,
EGT[&Q[V(SQ ™me AT;;?)&T{VO EUpﬁOf)AlO ZXOA&O Ay. lwavv.
Luyxwenoews Y HEt 7up Sup-6:30 pp Xovooo. Yook
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
BI
O Ip. Avépéag Ba ivatl oty Tvevpotikny ocbokeyn tov Kinpikdov g Xaugetiopot
Kvotaxr] tng Mntpomtoreng pag 10-13 Maptiov 6:30 pp
Og0Bodoiiag -
8:30 tu OOoog EM\T]‘”/KO EAANVIKO EM\T]WFO
9:45 mtu Aertovp. LxoAeio IxoAeio LxoAeio
SHp-7up 5up-6:30 pp Spp-7pp
17 18 19 20 21 22
Méya EAANVIKO Igonyiaouévn EAANVIKO I’
Amédeimvo IxoAeio Aertoveyia IxoAeio Xatgetiopot
Kvoiaxn T/OU 6:30 Sup-7up 6:30 ppt 5up-7up 6:30 pp
Avy.Tonyogiov Pr
MaAapd Toapeio EAANVIKO
8:30 mtp OgBoog CAELGTO XxoAeio
9:45 i Aettovg S5uu-6:30
EAANVik6 LxoAcio HH-6:0U Ut
Meoyeappa
23 7 24 25 26 27 28 29
« Méya _ HQonYlaogevn EAANvIKO A
vetaet e . O EvayyeAlopog Azttovyia XxoAeio Xawgetiopoi
LTavQomQoOKULVT)- Anodemvo ™G OgotoKOL 6:30 up
OEws 6:30 Ui 8:30 mt Opbog 5”“'7HH 6:30 Hu
8:30 it OB og 9:45 mtu Aettovo. ,
9:45 i Agttovo. n— EAANViKo
N XxoAeio
* DiAOTTW)X 06 5””'6:30 Hu

ZagakooTiavo
Tevpa

EAANviko6 ExoAeio
5:00 pp-7:00 pp




April 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 Presanctified 3 4 5
Greek School Liturgy Greek School The Akathist
6:30pm
5:00 pm -7:00 pm 5pm-7pm Hymn
ish 1 Greek School 6:30 pm
Paris C‘ounc1 5:00 pm-6:30 pm
Meeting
7:00 pm
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 @2
Great Compline | Greek School Prelsigtrlctlﬁed Greek School ‘
Sunday of 6:30pm 5pm-7pm 6.13(1)1r§y 5pm-7pm Lazarus
UP Saturday
St. Mary of 8:30am Orth
Egypt Greek School } am s
9:45 Div. Liturgy
8:30 am Orthros 5:00 pm-6:30 pm
9:45 am Div. Liturgy
Great Vespers
6:30pm
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
g Holy Monday Holy Tuesday | Holy Wednesday | Holy Thursday Holy Friday Holy Saturday
Palm Sunday
8:30 am Orthros Bridegroom Bridegroom Holy Unction | Vesperal Divine| Royal Hours Vesperal
9:45 am Div. Liturgy . . . . Divine Litur
Service Service 3:30pm Liturgy 8:30am 8y
Palm Sunday 6:30pm 6:30pm ) 8:30am Vespers, 3:00pm 8:30am
Luncheon Service of The Passion Lamentations R i
d Nymphios | Sevice | o | Retr
Bridegroom 6:30pm . .
Service - 6:30pm P 6:30pm Office Closed 11:00pm
21 22 23 24 25 & 26
Greek School A Greek School =
S5pm-7pm Feast Day of 5pm-7pm Theotokos of the
Holy Pascha St. George Life-giving
8:30 am Orthros Spring
Agape 9:45 am Liturgy 8:30 am Orthros
Vespers ’ 9:45 Li
:45 am Liturgy
11:00am
Greek School
5pm-6:30pm
27 28 29 30
) Greek School Greek School
Sunday of 5pm-7pm 5pm-6:30pm
St. Thomas
8:30 am Orthros

9:45 am Div. Liturgy




AmtpiAioc 2025

Kvo Agv Tot Tet Ilep 805 06) Lap
1 2 3 4 5
EAANVIKO IMoonytaouévn EAANVIKO Axa0Oiotog
LxoAeio AgrtovQyia LxoAeio Yuvog
Sup-7up 6:30 pp Sup-7up 6:30 pp
Evoglako EAANVIKO
ZvppovAio LxoAegio
7Up Spp-6:30 ppt
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 @z
/ Méya EAANV tico Hgonylaogévn EAANVLKKO . :
Kvgtakn tng AMODELTVO LxoAgio Agttovgyia LxoAeio apporro wov
Avyiac Magiag Sup-7pp 6:30 ppt 57 Aatagov
A ™6 6:30 ppt HE=/Hp 8:30 tu OpBog
LYUTITLAG . 9:45 mtu Aert.
8:30 rtu OBpog EM\“"[,KO "
9:45 i Aertovo. LxoAsio Méyag Eomegivog
S5up-6:30 pp 6:30 pp
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Kvgiakn twv MeyaAn MeyaAn MeyaAn MeyaAn ITéuntn MeydaAn Meya Zappato
8:30 t OgBgog Eomegivog Ocsia Bao. Qoeg Eomeguvr) Ocia
9:45 Tt Aettov. Nupioc NuLoio EuxéAato Aertovgyia 8:30 mtpt AsetTovgyia
K : ,pq) ,”(P ° . 8:30 Tt AmnoxafnAwon 8:30 T
vELAKN TWV 6:30 pp 6:30 pp 3:30 pp 3:00
Baiwv Fevpa . UMK Avagtdoyun
) , To I1&06n tov TUTAPLOG Ax00A0v6i
lggg%og Nvueiog Xquo'eo 630 Kﬁ .Ooou o
s 6:30 pp 6:30 ppt T'oapeio kAeloTO U HH
g 21 22 23 24 25 26
@, ‘f,ﬁ EAANVIKO - EAANVIKO
Méya kat Ayto LxoAgio Ay.Tewgyiov IxoAeio Zwoo0x0¢5
Maoxa Sup-7up Meyaloupagr Sup-7pp IInyn
, 8:30 rtt OBpog 8:30 it OBoog
EGT[EQ,WO; 9:45 T Aert. 9:45 mp Aert.
™S Ayamng EAANvIKO
11:00 T b .
XOAgL0
S5up-6:30uu
27 28 29 30
EAANVIKO EAANVIKO
Kuotaxi] tov XxoAeio XxoAeio
Owpd SHp-7pp SHp-6:30pp
8:30 mt Opboog
9:45 mp Aettovo.
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ParisH CoOUNCIL - ENOPIAKO XYMBOYAIO

Parish Council Meeting: December 11, 2024
Present: Father Andrew Tsikitas, Lola Lamnatos, George Karanicolas, Kelly Sheasley, Maria Skouras, Pete Harmantzis,
Dr. Nick Agapis, Tom Livaditis, Zach Harmantzis, Chris Barakos Absent: Nick Barakos, Toli Vainas.

1. Prayer and Father’s Opening Remarks
-The meeting began at 7:00 pm with a prayer by Father Andrew.

-He announced that we do not have enough nominees to hold elections, and that we must make mention of that during
the General Assembly in the event that it happens again. He is currently in the process of sending everything to the Pitts-
burgh that is needed for the Parish Council to get approved. Zach Harmantzis agreed to stay on for a few months until
we find a replacement for him. Anyone who hasn’t completed their background check should speak to Deacon Tom for
assistance.

-We are also working on getting things ready for the GOYA tournament that we will soon be hosting. We will need all
the volunteers we can get.

2. Approval of Minutes for November 6, 2024 - -A motion was made by Zach H . to approve the minutes. The motion
was seconded by Chris B. and the minutes were approved.

3. President’s Report

-Lola reported that the activities this past Sunday went well and we had a lot of positive feedback for the St. Nicholas
visit, Pancake Breakfast and Kid’s Ornament and Christmas craft events. The woman’s dinner was also a big success, as
we had 134 women attend and raised $870 for charity plus another $400 contributed by our host (Themi Sacarellos). The
donations went to Turning Point.

-Philoptochos is planning a Lenten Luncheon to be held on March 23 which will be a buffet.

-Planning of the GOYA tournament is under way. There will be 13 parishes attending so far, 3 hotels have been reserved
and the ad book will be finalized this week. T-shirts will also be made.

4. Treasurer’s Report - The account balances were given by Kelly S.

5. Grounds & Maintenance

-We need to find an artisan that can work on marble floors, as the mosaic is coming off in some areas

-Discussed the formation of a committee to develop a library and find and retain historical archives.

6. Food Festival Update

-There will be 4 new desserts added for the next festival: portokalopita, karidopita, galaktoboureko and kataifi. The com-
mittee discussed increasing gyros to $11, side items to $7, sides of meat to $7, salad to $9, pastitsio to $12, two piece al-
mond cookies to $7, koulourakia to $6, nut rolls to $6 and kataifi to $6 (will be a larger piece that what we used to have).
The parish council agreed with these price increases. Prep dates have been scheduled and will be posted in the Ladder
and on the Facebook page.

-We also discussed adding Greek coffee to the menu again.

7. Stewardship Committee & Social Committee Update - Still in need of a stewardship committee and social committee.
8. Tech & Security Update

-Pete H. is in the process of changing some software for advertising. Two new people are interested in joining the social
media committee and will help with publishing ads and information for the parish.

-We will need to meet after the next food festival to develop a security policy.

-The lock for the linen closet will need to be replaced, possibly with a keypad.

9. Old Business -No old business to discuss.

10. New Business

-We need to convert Quickbooks to the Metropolis version, as the one we have is very old and outdated.

-Tom L. and Nick B. met with administrators at Mount Rose Cemetery about the cost of purchasing some more lots, the
cost would now be $1,700 if we purchased another large amount.

- Next meeting will be scheduled when the new Parish Council is sworn in.
- The meeting ended at 9 pm with a prayer by Father Andrew.
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Parish Council Meeting: January 22, 2025

Present: Father Andrew Tsikitas, Lola Lamnatos, George Karanicolas, Maria Skouras, Pete Harmantzis, Dr. Nick Agapis, Roula Skouras,
Zach Harmantzis, Chris Barakos, Nick Barakos, Toli Vainas. Absent: Kelly Sheasley

1. Prayer and Father’s Opening Remarks
-The meeting began at 7:08pm with a prayer by Father Andrew. He thanked everyone for their help in the recent basketball tournament we

hosted and expressed that our community did a great job putting things together. He had a lot of positive feedback.

2. Election of Officers

-A motion was made by Nick A. to keep the same officers. The motion was seconded by Toli V. The officers will remain as follows:
President: Lola Lamnatos, Vice President: George Karanicolas, Treasurer: Kelly Sheasley, Treasurer: Kelly Sheasley.

3. Approval of Minutes for December 11, 2024

-A motion was made by George K to approve the minutes, seconded by Nick B.

4. President’s Opening Remarks

-Lola also thanked everyone for helping with the basketball tournament. She heard a lot of comments about how beautiful our church is,
how well organized the tournament was, how delicious the food was and how delicious the desserts were. Our GOYANS are very proud of
their community and how well things went. Whatever donations were raised went to House of Hope, and so did some food that

was leftover.

5. Treasurer’s Report -The account balances were reviewed by Lola.

6. Grounds and Maintenance

-Pete reported that the electrician finished all the updates.

-The heat in the hallway is not working so Bortner’s will be contacted. Also discussed possible ways to heat the entrance to the social hall.

7. Food Festival Update

-The first food delivery will be coming tomorrow. Pastitsio will be made on Saturday and all other prep dates have been posted in the bulle-
tins. To have a discussion about selling food items to the community since it is difficult to do inventory and make sure we have enough of
everything when we need it for the festivals.

-The next festival was scheduled for October 3rd -5th , 2025.

8. Stewardship Committee & Social Committee Updates

-We are still trying to get people to start up a stewardship committee and will look into mailings we can use that are provided by the Metrop-
olis. We will also work on getting a welcome packet together for new members.

-A social committee is also still needed.

9. Tech/Security Update

-Pete is waiting for Kleppers to come in to work on the locks.

-A digital committee has been formed and has already started working on keeping the information on the tv updated with announcements.
The webpage is also being worked on and an image gallery will be added.

-A request was made to pt the Ladder on the webpage, as well as the weekly Sunday bulletin.

-We still need to get the Metropolis version of Quick Books set up as the version we have is outdated.
10. Old Business

-Marble Floor repair: Pete has a number of someone to call regarding this.

-Old Business Goals to complete for this year

*Fix/replace locks

* Restoration of Marble

* Heat in the foyer

* Move dishwasher

* New board member to replace Zach’s position which will be vacant in March

* Get a welcome packet together for new members

* Seal the windows in the Church and repair outside decorative fascia

11. New Business

-Request by the Syllogos Neohoriton to have their annual lunch here on March 30th
-Request for hall rental for June 28 th for a Quinceanera, request was approved
-Palm Sunday Luncheon scheduled for April 13 th

-Philoptochos Lenten Luncheon scheduled for March 23 rd

-Philoptochos Fundraiser Dinner scheduled for April 26 th

Next meeting scheduled for February 11, 2025.
The meeting ended at 8:10 pm with a prayer by Father Andrew.
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Easter Tsoureki bread order - Ilapayyelia yia Toovpéxia

From Holy Protection Monastery
Deadline to order/IlpoOecuia yia mapayyedio: March 21st

Pick up date: Palim Sunday, April 13th

H napadafn eivar Kvpiakn twv Baiwy

Braided Loaf $8 Braided Round $16
To order please call Ann Maria Smolskiy 516-857-9985

Pay by cash or check made to: Holy Protection Monastery

Orders will not be accepted after deadline. Order now!
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STEWARD UPDATE, 2025 — ANanpozAPMOrH OIKONOMON, 2025 (AS OF FEB 12, 2025)

Dr & Mrs Nicholas Apagis
Dr & Mrs Steven Agapis
M/M Anthony Anstine

Ms Lola Benefiel

M/M Mark Bittner

M/M Matthew Bittner

Ms Vasilia Chiadis

M/M Christopher Dalaperas
M/M Nestoras Dalaperas

Mr Patrick Doyle

M/M Steven Eppley

M/M Steven Gekas

Ms Athanasia Georgakopoulos
Mr George K Georgakopoulos
M/M Kostas Georgakopoulos
The late, Mr Andreas Giourtis
M/M George Haritos

Drs George & Joan Hayes
Mr Charles Henry

Ms Hrisoula Hioutis

M/M Phillip Kapsalis

Mr James Kocoronis

Ms Sotiria Lamnatos

Ms Alisa Nicoara

M/M Bill Mallas

M/M Konstantine Mallas
Atty George H Margetas
M/M Harry Margetas

M/M Sotirios Margetas

Mr Demetrios Masgalas

Dr Tassia Masgalas

Mr Tony Masgalas

Dr & Mrs Nick Pandelidis
Dr & Mrs Steven Pandelidis
M/M Chriss Papayannis
M/M Athanasios Polychronis
Ms Katherine Rodas

Ms Marianna Rodas

M/M Socratis Rodas

Mr Socratis T Rodas

M/M Socratis Rodas

Ms Marina Rontiris

M/M Nicolas Scales & Evangelia

Papacostas
Mr Caleb Schwenk

& Ms Paige Cottrell
Mrs Julie Sekeres
M/M Stephen Sheasley
Mr John Shelley

Rev Deacon Thomas Shelley &

Diaconissa Jan Shelly
Ms Maria Siakavellas
Ms Maria K. Skouras
M/M Stavros Skouras

These are the people who have paid towards Stewardship for 2024. Thank you for you generosity and support of our community.

M/M Alex Smolskiy
Mr Gennadiy Smolskiy
M/M James St. John
M/M Jedidiah Steele
M/M Thomas Stratis
Mr Charley Talbert &
Mrs Anna Papayannis
Fr. Andrew & Presbytera
Katherine Tsikitas
M/M Luke Tsoflias
M/M Demetrios Tsoukalis
M/M Lionel Van Dommelen
M/M Derek Vanino
M/M Nate Walker
Ms Olympia Wilson
Mr Pavel Znutin &
Ms Amanda Scurti Eck
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